Relative Clauses

I - The Relative Clauses are clauses that make use of relative pronouns (who, whom, whose, which or where) and the function of these clauses is similar to the function of an adjective: they work as a complement for the noun or pronoun of the main clause.

A) there are two types of Relative Clauses:

1 – Defining Relative Clauses – they provide information which is necessary to define the noun or pronoun used in the main clause:

e.g. A pilot is someone who drives racing cars or airplanes.

Please note: in such sentences we CANNOT omit the information given by the relative clause because it is essential, without that information the message of the main clause is broken! No commas are used!

In these clauses, the relative pronoun can be omitted if it has an OBJECT function in the sentence:


e.g. this is the old woman (whom) I helped crossing the street.


In the example above I is the subject who performs the action, so the pronoun who, referring to the old woman has an object function because she received” the action.

When we use a CONTINUOUS tense with defining relative clauses the same idea may be expressed omitting the relative pronoun and the verb to Be and keeping only the gerund (-ing form):

e.g.
The man who is sitting on the right is my father.


or 
The man (x) (x) sitting on the right is my father.


With Defining Relative Clauses THAT can be used to replace all relative pronouns except Whose, Where.
2 – Non-Defining Relative Clauses – they provide information which is not necessary to keep the original message of the main clause:

e.g. My older sister, who lives in Canada, is twenty-five years old.

Please note: in such sentences we CAN omit the information given by the relative clause because it corresponds to extra information, without that information the message of the main clause remains the same! Because it corresponds to extra information, it comes between, commas: ,…..,

In these clauses the relative pronouns CANNOT be omitted!

In these clauses THAT CANNOT be used!

II – How do we use the Relative Pronouns:

Remember: with DEFINIG-RELATIVE CLAUSES:
	Function
	Relative to people
	Relative to things

	Subject 
	Who/That
	Which/that

	Object
	Whom/that
	

	Possessive
	Whose (cujo/a) *can NEVER be ommited

	Place
	             Where 


Remember: with NON_DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES:
	Function
	Relative to people
	Relative to things

	Subject/ Object
	Who/whom
	Which

	Possessive
	Whose

	Place
	Where **


** In these clauses, WHERE is often used with a similar meaning to: which/ in which.
MIXED EXERCISES:
A) Join the sentences by means of a Relative Pronoun, making the necessary changes. Identify the type of relative clause (DRC/NDRC):
1. A woman won the car race. That woman was Carolyn.
     
2. John will buy a new pet. He will buy a pit-bull!

     
3. We always have lunch in the same place. We always have lunch at Eduardo’s.

     
4. I helped an old man crossing the street. The man was 90 years old!

     
5. This is the reporter. His wife interviewed the President.

     
B) Correct the mistakes:

1. Joan lost his job, who was a surprise after twenty years.
 FORMDROPDOWN 

2. The children, that were playing in the garden, broke a window.
 FORMDROPDOWN 

3. The house in where I was born was demolished.
 FORMDROPDOWN 

4. The books where they bought are on the table.
 FORMDROPDOWN 

5. Paul, which father is a dentist, is studying Medicine.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

C) Give correct definitions for…

1. A surgeon…     
2. A vacuum-cleaner…     
3. A teacher…     
4. A bank…     
