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Like real, physical life, there are some unwritten laws about how people are to act on the Internet.  They are written down but I say unwritten because users are just expected to know them and are not actually told these laws when they connect to the Internet.  These laws are actually all put in under one name.  This name is Netiquette.

Here are the main issues with Netiquette.

1) Do not type in all capital letters.  THIS IS CONSIDERED SHOUTING and is quite rude.  This rule only occurs in e-mails and chat rooms or any other time that you are putting text onto the Internet that anyone else will see.

2) Spam is another problem when it comes to e-mails.  Spam is another word for junk mail and in some cases it can be a real problem.  Other things that fall under the heading of Spam are chain letters and “pass along” letters.  It is a good idea to ask people if they mind if you send them chain letters and the like and don’t send them to people that you don’t know.  Some people send chain letters to e-mail addresses that they see displayed on web pages and chat rooms.  This is not good netiquette.

3) Flooding mainly occurs in chat rooms.  It is where people write the same sentence and post it in the chat room multiple times.  In most chat rooms, people can actually be booted out for doing this and in some, they can also be banned from using that room again.

4) Be careful when using jokes and sarcasm.  Some people can and do take things the wrong way and this can sometime be disastrous.

5) Copying conversations of others and posting them on the net where people can see without permission from all those involved is considered rude and a betrayal of trust and in some cases confidentiality.  If there is something that you want someone to see that involves the writings of another, ask them if it is okay first.  Also, when using quotes, try not to have huge quotes.  Cut out the irrelevant parts because people don’t want to read massive bodies of writing that is totally irrelevant to the conversation.

6) Don’t give out other people’s e-mail addresses without their permission.  This includes passing e-mail addresses between friends and posting them on the Internet in chat rooms where complete strangers can get them.  When this happens, people tend to pass on spam and chain mail to complete strangers and to be on the receiving end, it is very annoying.  Another favourite trick that people play is signing up other people’s e-mail addresses for free subscriptions, mainly pornographic material.  This is bad netiquette and also very annoying.  In some cases, it can also do a lot of damage.  An example may be if it is a school or business based e-mail address where things are monitored.

Hopefully this has helped you understand what netiquette laws there are.  It may even help you avoid some run-ins later on during you Internet use and if so, help make your time on the Internet more enjoyable.  If you wish to contact me or leave a message in the guest-book, it would be really appreciated if you could follow these laws.  Have a nice day!

