Challenge Language Arts, 8th Grade

2008-2009 (T. Buhk)

Welcome to 8th Grade Challenge Language Arts.  This year, we will study…

Literature

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
Billy Budd

Pride and Prejudice

Tom Sawyer

Julius Caesar

 “Threads of Change”
“Harlem Renaissance”
“The Sci-Fi Factor”
Vocabulary / Spelling / Grammar
15 words per week, depending on pace of class

Sources:  100 Words Every High School Student Should Know; Latin Roots

Grammar instruction to comply with grade-level expectations.
Outside Reading Requirement

Challenge students are expected to read outside of course requirements.  This year, to complete CH LA8, they must read several novels excluding works read / discussed in class.  At least three of these must come from the “classics list” provided by the instructor.  Students will, over the course of the year, will complete written, thesis-driven reports on each of their selections.  Specific instructions will follow.   

Assessments
Writing:  students will complete a variety of essays, both short and long, in a variety of genres.    

Quizzes / Tests:  tests will consist of both objective and subjective (essay-based or short answer) questions.  
Presentations:  one major presentation per marking period and additional, informal presentations.   

Grades

Semester grade is a numerical average of two marking periods and final exam, weighted according to CMS and LA department requirements.  Grades uploaded each week to Edline.  CHALLENGE LA STUDENTS MUST MAINTAIN A “B” AVERAGE EACH MARKING PERIOD TO REMAIN IN THE CLASS.  

General Expectations
If absent:  it is the student’s responsibility to make-up work.  Written work (essays, homework) must be turned in on the next day of attendance for full credit.  Missed quizzes / tests must be completed within one week of student’s return (except for extended absences—see school policies).  Failure to complete missed work will result in a zero for that assignment.  
Late work:  will be accepted, but penalized.  One day late=   -30%.

Two days late= -50%.  Work more than two days late not accepted for credit.  
Contact Information

Email:  tbuhk@fhps.us    Website:  www.geocities.com/ttbuhk

Challenge Language Arts, 7th Grade

2008-2009 (T. Buhk)

Welcome to 7th Grade Challenge Language Arts.  This year, we will study…

Literature

The Pearl


A Christmas Carol


Animal Farm

Midsummer Night’s Dream
Anthem


“Utopia”
“Mysterious Circumstances”
“Echoes of Mt. Olympus”

Vocabulary / Spelling / Grammar
10 words per week, depending on pace of class

Grammar instruction to comply with grade-level expectations.

Outside Reading Requirement

Challenge students are expected to read outside of course requirements.  This year, to complete CH LA7, they must read several novels excluding works read / discussed in class.  At least one of these must come from the “classics list” provided by the instructor.  They will prepare written summaries / analyses of books read; specific instructions will follow.  In addition to this requirement, ChLA7 students will also be required to participate in the CMS Book Bowl, during which students will read and test on 8 of 16 books.     

Assessments
Writing:  students will complete a variety of essays, both short and long, in a variety of genres.    

Quizzes / Tests:  tests will consist of both objective and subjective (essay-based or short answer) questions.  

Presentations:  one major presentation per marking period and additional, informal presentations.   

Grades

Semester grade is a numerical average of two marking periods and final exam, weighted according to CMS and LA department requirements.  Grades uploaded each week to Edline.  CHALLENGE LA STUDENTS MUST MAINTAIN A “B” AVERAGE EACH MARKING PERIOD TO REMAIN IN THE CLASS.  

General Expectations

If absent:  it is the student’s responsibility to make-up work.  Written work (essays, homework) must be turned in on the next day of attendance for full credit.  Missed quizzes / tests must be completed within one week of student’s return (except for extended absences—see school policies).  Failure to complete missed work will result in a zero for that assignment.  

Late work:  will be accepted, but penalized.  One day late=   -30%.

Two days late= -50%.  Work more than two days late not accepted for credit.  

Contact Information

Email:  tbuhk@fhps.us    Website:  www.geocities.com/ttbuhk
