Jose Castaneda
1377 Rutan Way
Pasadena, CA 91104

Re: Senate Bill / Attorneys

Dear Senator, Assemblyman (woman):

Enclose with this letter please find a copy of a proposed senate bill
for your consideration.

It is intended to add a change in a section of code of Business and
Profession relating to Lawyers. Specifically, the way that lawyers handle
settlements and what accountability, if any, is given fo clients by law in all
cases after five years.

I would suggest it be called “Felicitas Castaneda-Sonia Maria
Mercado Esq. Senate Bill.

An accountability where allegations of $100,000.00 fraud might
have been committed should not be prevented by claiming statue of
limitations.

This bill will require ALL lawyers practicing in the State Of California
file financial records of settflements handled to the State Bar of California
within 30 days of settling a case.

If you would like more information relating to Castaneda — Mercado
Esqg. go to www.geocities.com/trialofsoniamercado.esqg.info

Sincerely,

Jose Castaneda



SENATE BILL No.

Introduced by Senator

March 12, 2006

An act to add section to the business and professions Code
Relating to Lawyers as to how they handle final settlements.

Legistalive counsel's digest.

SB__, as introduced, . Lawyers: Settlements.

Existing law does not provide that any or all Attorneys licensed in
The State Of California, provide a full financial accounting to their
Clients and the State Bar of California.

This bill would provide that it is the intent of the Legislature to
enact Legislation to require all settlements handled by any
practicing and licensed attorney to prove and provide in the form
of financial documentation at distribution to the State Bar and
Clients.

The people of the State of California
do enacts as follows:

SECTION 1. It is the intent of the legislature to enact
Legislation for the profession of lawyers that requires
Them to send proof of financial records, (trust account,
Checks received and issued to client) to the State Bar of
California at time of Settlement in each case settled.
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DECLARATION OF R. SAMUEL PAZ
I am an attorney duly licensed to practice law in the State of California. I am counsel
for Defendant, Sonia Mercado. If called as a witness in this matter, I would competently
testify as follows:

1. Recently, Jose Castaneda began stalking my partner, Sonia Mercado at work. He
would appear at the office unannounced, demanding to see her. On one occassion,
after he refused to leave, I telephoned the police department to have him ejected.
He left before the police arrived as we are located in a building which is accessible

from the street, and the interior is visible from the outside.

2. Although Jose Castaneda does not assert that he is an attorney, I nonetheless did a
web search of the State Bar Licensed attorneys, and obtained the attached search

indicating that neither “Jose Castaneda” or “Jose Castaneda Salazar” are licensed

with the State Bar. Attached as exhibit 1 is a correct copy of the website printout.
3. I have been practicing law for 30 years, and am a civil rights specialist. I bill at
the rate of $495.00 per hour, and have spent 6.9 hours doing legal research and
drafting this Demurrer, 1.6 hours meeting and conferring with Ms. Mercado, and
anticipates traveling to court and the appearance herein will incur another 1.5

hours of time, for a total of 10 hours.
4, I request that Jose Castaneda be held in contempt of court and that he be

sanctioned and ordered to pay Defendant’s attorney’s fees in the amount of

$4,950.00 and costs (filing the demurrer).

I declare under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the State of California, that the
foregoing is true and of my personal knowledge\)
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Dated: January 3, 2006 By.:\ <{/ ’ Z‘7
R. Samuel Paz

MM/DECL SMM -1- BC295053



&, B TS B \V]

AN

o«

10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23
24

25
26
27
28

DECLARATION OF SONIA MERCADO

I am an attorney duly licensed to practice law in the State of California. I the

Defendant in this action. If called as a witness in this matter, I would competently testify as

follows:

1.

I successfully represented Felicitas Castaneda in an action for the death of her son,
Luis Castaneda, in the Los Angeles County Jail, and about in June of 1997, the case

settled. I complied fully with all my obligations under our retainer agreement, and to
the best of my recollection, it called for a 35% attorney fee and that is all that I
retained. The lawsuit in which I represented Mrs. Castaneda was a civil rights action

based on Luis Castaneda’s death in jail, alleging that the custodial providers were

deliberately indifferent to his mental health care - he committed suicide. The case
settled for $400,000.00.
I remembered from my representation of Mrs. Castaneda, that Jose had apparently set

himself up as the beneficiary and administrator of the estate of Luis to the exclusion
of his siblings. Apparently Luis had left millions in his estate from an annuity from a
previous accident which left him mentally disabled.

Recently, I was subpoenaed to testify at the trial of the case Jesus Castaneda v. Jose
C‘astaneda, tried in Pasadena. I was informed by one of the attorneys that the suit
alleged apparently fraud and accountinf/l;etween the two brothers regarding moneys
from the estate of their deceased brother Luis, which it was alleged Jose had
wrongfully retained. I did not involve myself with learning the facts of that lawsuit.
I testified as a witness and was asked questions about a check bearing my signature,

and about the case where I represented Mrs. Castaneda. Following this brief court

appearance, J ose Castaneda began stalking and obsessively writing e-mails to me,
copying my opposing counsel, to other lawyers, and even to County Supervisor
Micheal Antonovich. In them he was very angry and accused me of committing
fraud against his mother. Initially I tried to ignore him, but this fueled his obsession,

and he continued to write defamatory letters, which he copied to my past and current

MM/DECL SMM -1- BC295053
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opposing counsel, other attorneys, and a County Supervisor - all with whom I work in
the community. I asked Jose Castaneda to desist in writing.

5. He came to my office uninvited and without appointment on numerous times
demanding to be seen, in an apparent attempt to intimidate and harass me for obeying
the subpoena, appearing in trial and testifying.

6. I and my staff, began to fear for my life and safety, and I also have for the safety of
my staff. I called his attorney and left messages, but Mr. Castaneda continued. I
advised him to get an attorney. A few months ago, he then showed up to my office
with his mother, demanding to see me. I did see Mrs. Castaneda, who appeared

herself to be very intimidated by her son. I advised her to get an attorney and to talk
to her other children. They left.
7. Because Jose Castaneda would not desist, my office had to call the police to ensure

Mr. Castaneda would leave the office and to secure our safety.

8. I received an inquiry from an attorney Dothoy, who represented that he was an
attorney for Jose and Mrs. Castaneda. I gave him the information I recalled, and
asked that he please ask Jose to stop stalking me and my office. Mr. Dothoy advised
me a couple of weeks later that he was not representing the Castanedas and that he
did not require more information from me. Jose continued his letter writing and false

allegations defaming me in my professional reputation in the community. I advised

him that if he continued I would take action against him. He then filed this lawsuit.
9. I continue being afraid to have any personal contact with Jose Castaneda, and am
forced to have R. Samuel Paz, represent me in this matter.
10. I ask that the Court order Jose Castaneda to pay my attorney’s fees in the amount of

$495.00 per hour.

I declare under penalty of perjury, under/‘y the laws of the State of California, that the

foregoing is true and of my personal knowleg(gé. e P
Dated: January 3, 2006 By: / | ),0 //(X / "
7Rohia Mefcado” — L
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