1. From Sweden´s perspective

   1.1 Discourses dominate the environmental policy and legislation in Sweden
In Sweden today’s discourse is ecological modernization or ecomodernism
. By connecting the growth objective with sustainable development policy makers now conceive both concepts as compatible within a new and revitalized growth objective.

Through co-operation and consensus all parties interested have been able to present their position in the national debate and decision making process. Indeed, that was the idea of Folkhemmet
 during the 1930´s to create of a welfare state with a vision of the society based on solidarity, equality and care for the unpreviliged. This idea, the government has played a major role, for example energy conservation methods and insulation techniques were encouraged by governmental funds and subsidies.

In the same line states “the whole society is responsible for attaining the Environmental Quality Objectives” 
 and in the same document
 that is said that the main tool for protecting environment is “integrating costs of environmental impact into economic and social decision-making process models must be develop”.

   1.2 Analysing and describing how the discourses have changed over time and why

We agree with the author of statement that “different perceptions tend to coexist with one another”
 and when we analyze the environmental discourse the situation is similar.

Before the 60´s pollution was the main problem, especially water pollution. The reaction was technical and  through water sewage the municipalities solve most of the inconvenience.

We can say that during this period economism was the global discourse and environment had little influence in the decision making process. A turning point took place in the 1960s due to the acid rain problem. It was understood that to solve this problem, international cooperation was needed. Sweden decided to pass strict laws in 1968 to set “a good example” and later try to influence other countries, this is in our opinion the first step towards ecomodernism, Sweden is not just looking for a technical solution, instead pointed to compromise and get political accommodation of the environmentalist critic

In 1973-74, the energy crisis resulted from the oil embargo diverted the attention to a more economic discourse. Sweden’s dependence on other countries to get energy was a main issue and the response was to develop alternative energy resources. But even if the governmental response was motivated by an economic problem, the result was “a new understanding of resources as finite”

Later in the 1980s nuclear power was the main issue and culminated with a referendum that decided to use this energy, but this decision was mainly influenced by economic reason.( Sweden had plan to stop nuclear utilization in 2020).

During these years, new environmental problems came about like the ozone layer depletion thus people became more and more aware of environmental issues.

Since the 1990s until now, the government aimed to a more integrative policy. Sector responsibility became a principle in the economic activities and since the Bruntland report, sustainable development was immediately integrated to the political, economic and social discourse.

In 1997, with the promulgation of the environmental code
 the precautionary approach was adopted and this code applies, in principle to all human activity that may harm the environment.

1.3 Development of Sweden´s environmental policies
In Sweden until the 1960s the environmental policy was relatively undeveloped and the government just reacted to solve a specific problem, when this reached a high level. 

In 1961 SEPA (Swedish Environmental Protection Agency) was established to receive the responsibility to coordinate governmental efforts (offering information, monitoring).

The energy crisis was a breakthrough; the government took an active role and promoted energy conservation methods and insulation technologies by funds and subsidies.

Later on, in the 1970s, new environmental problems like acidification and eutrophication arose. Sweden adopted strict internal regulations in order to control emissions, use of pesticides and fertilizers, main sources for the problems mention before. Thereafter, Sweden aimed to influence the international arena seeking for alliances with countries like Germany, which were also affected by these problems. 

In 1987 a separate Environment and Energy Ministry was set up in order to give more specific attention to environmental policies (responsible for environmental issues).

Finally when Sweden joined the European Union in 1995, the goal was to keep the high local standards and in this way influences the EU policies. 

In 1998, 15 objectives determined by Riksdag were given to solve environmental problems in the future generation (www.sweden.gov.se) 
   1.4 The actors have acted in Sweden,  their performance  and  impacts 

In Sweden all actors have had some influence, we can identify them as Peter Söderbaum
 mentions: the Non-governmental, governmental, green Non-governmental, green governmental. 

Green governmental: the administrative institutions: 

                        -SEPA:
Central administrative agency responsible for environmental protection issues & nature conservation responsible to the government (see above) . 

-The National Franchise Board for Environmental Protection:

Central government agency granting permits for large scale environmentally hazardous activities. Forum where compromise can be reached between different interests

-The National Chemicals Inspectorate:

They regulate under the Act on Chemical Products with, advising companies and requiring approval before the use of new chemicals products (one of the strictest chemical controls in the world)


-Agrarian Party: 

Lobbying activities to stop nuclear energy but failed.

Governmental: 

· Government: 

It stands as the hallmark of environmental policies in Sweden. Through cooperation and consensus-seeking process
, the interest and concerns of broad sectors of society have been effectively incorporated into policy making process. However, economic factors have been the most influential, and when economic and environmental goals were irreconcilable, economic goals prevailed. For example: nuclear power referendum in 1980. 

Green non governmental: 

- Greenpeace: by campaigns and alerts has managed to influence consumers and industry. (Responsible to people awareness)

Non governmental: 


- Firms:

We can mention Volvo which can be view as both thinking side because they tried to influence consumers and industry to environmental issues and at the time tried to negotiate a less rigorous legislation with the government.
- Consumers:

They are aware about environmental issue and so ready to manage real changes. They are also maybe in Sweden more than in any other country managed to boycott certain products to force industry to produce in an environmentally sound way. We can mention Peter Söderbaum who say that Political Economic Person can affect policies
.

   1.5 Sweden´s role respectively and together has in the development of an environmental policy in the European Union
We agreed on using the stakeholder theory
. Sweden decided early in the 1970s to “set a good example” at home to later be able to influence in the international arena. The reason for this strategy was clearly influence for the imperativeness to count with international cooperation to solve local problems such acidification and eutrophication.

Sweden
 has been also innovative and for example created an environmental attaché in 1991 and one was installed in the European Union Delegation in Brussels and another one was placed in the Swedish embassy in Bonn. Another attempt to influence more in the international arena was to create within the Ministry of Environment and Nature Resources a specialized international secretariat. 

At the same time Sweden has been seeking for alliances with countries both outside and inside the EU. We can regard countries as stakeholders in EU on common objectives.

However being a part of the EU restricts Swedish influence because EU acts as one organization and represent many countries´ interest. 

   1.6 How could Sweden´s role be looked upon today in relation to the development of sustainable development in Europe and the world as a whole?

Sweden’s national strategy is that all political decisions must take into account long term economic, social, environmental consequences. In Political Economic Organization (PEO
), individual is seen as an actor so we can say that Sweden is an actor in EU. 

As a PEO, Sweden chooses to influence in their closest area, the Baltic Sea and Nordic Countries. The whole region has adopted common goals (www.europe.eu.net) for sustainable development for the first time. Sweden tries also to influence the EU by placing high levels in regulation and legislation about pollution and environmental problems.

Besides, EU´s development policies cover not only Europe but also undeveloped countries. Protection of the environment must be included to all policies to promote sustainable development around the world. (www.europe.eu.net). 

2. From Germany´s perspective
   2.1 Discourses dominate the environmental policy and legislation in Germany
In Germany, environmental policy takes concrete form in laws. Not exclusively, but to a large extent. If a new law shall be invented, the German parliament (Bundestag) has to accept the new law. After the acceptance the law concept must be transmitted to the Bundesrat. One differentiates between laws which have to be agreed by the Bundesrat and those where the right of veto exists. The Bundesrat consists of all 'Bundesländer' and every 'Bundesland' has a certain weight in the Bundesrat. This weight is represented by an amount of points, at least three, at most seven, based on the population of each state. 

The environmental policy is dominated by the development of the environment in Germany itself (compare the dying of the forest in Heinrich Pehle's article
, which leads to a reaction of the government) but also by the different parties. Take, for example, the last 6 years during the government of the SPD and the greens (die Grünen). A lot of efforts have been made to create a sustainable development in environmental policy. That fits ecomodernism as described by Eva Friman.
 Growth and sustainable development are combined, leading to a revitalized growth object: 'sustainable growth'.

   2.2 Analysing and describing how the discourses have changed over time and why

There are four different foundations for the study of discourses (inspired by Foucault, Dryzek): 1) basic entities whose existence is recognized or constructed 2) Assumptions about natural relationships 3) agents and their motives and 4) key metaphors and other rhetorical devices.
 The discourse is passed by different phases between 1969 and 2004. At the beginning, the German people were not aware of the environment. This changed during the phases because they became aware of environmental problems, for example Chernobyl, forest damage, air polluting emissions, water pollution etc. It is described in more detail in question 2. 

   2.3 Development of Germany´s environmental policies
The establishment phase started in 1969 – 1974. In late 1969, 95% per cent of the German population could not make anything of the term “environment”. The year 1969 can be regarded as the year of birth of a German environmental policy due to a progressive way of reforms. The federal government presented an initial 'immediate action programme' and an 'environmental programme of the federal government' in 1971. In 1972, the Basic Law was amended to allow the federal government to become active in areas of environmental policy. So the government was able to work out and pass special environmental laws within a short period of time. Due to this development, more than 90 per cent of the population in Germany had become familiar with the term 'environmental policy'. 

The oil crisis and an economic recession in the mid 70s changed the political priorities in favour of promoting economic revival and marked the beginning of stagnation and defensive action in environmental policy. Trade associations and labour unions declared environmental protection to be an obstacle to economic growth and a job killer. But things turned out to become better by 1979. The forest damage was discussed in the mess media and a social consensus arose about the necessity of effective pollution control measures. The emissions of SO2 decreased by 72 per cent (1970-1989). Another positive sign was the fact that a Federal Minister for the Environment was employed. 

But the ministry had to cope with a lot of difficulties. The positive directions which were set by the new minister were soon disappointed due to the difference between his propagated policy and the measures which were implemented. 

In 1990, the reunification of Germany conjured up a massive renaissance of the image of environmental protection as an econmic obstacle, environmental policy was now subordinated due to the question how to finance the reunification. 

With the election in 1998, the environmental policy became again much more important. Now, the new government consisted of the SPD and the greens (die Grünen). This election resulted in a tax charged on fuel, which rose step by step during the last years. According to this, the government wants to support alternative fuel with tax advantages.  Another invention was the 'Dosenpfand' (pledge is raised on tins and non-return bottles), a controversely discussed subject in Germany. But the most important aim is to become independent of nuclear energy and to progress the installation of renewable energy plants. Nowadays, 66% of the population in Germany are satisfied with the efforts of the 'Bundesregierung' in order to protect the environment
 Germany is now the leader in the EU regarding the protection of climate
. 

   2.4 The actors have acted  in Germany, their performance  and  impacts

According to Söderbaum's book, there are four groups of actors: people and establishment which can both be divided in green and non-green.
 In Germany, there are labor unions, the industry lobby, the politicians, the people and non governmental organizations like Greenpeace and WWF. So there exists a concensus everytime, because everyone more or less has some influence. 
   2.5 Germany´s role respectively and together has in the development of an environmental policy in the European Union
The role of Germany in the European Union can be described as a leading role. Besides France it is the most powerful country concerning the amount of votes in the European parliament. This also brings a lot of responsibility with it because with its influence. Germany is able to change laws or even to reject them. So Germany plays an important role in the development of an environmental policy in the European Union. In the early 70's Germany was blocking international efforts to protect and restore the Baltic Sea. But with the growing consciousness of the importance of environmental policy, Germany recognized its responsibility and supported unexpectedly an international emission reduction 1982. Later, Germany became a decisive driving force behind the so-called '30 Per Cent Club'.

   2.6 How could Germany´s role be looked upon today in relation to the development of sustainable development in Europe and the world as a whole?

Due to the change in government in 1998, the role of Germany today in relation to the development in Europe and the world improved due to a more open-minded environmental policy.
 Germany made a lot of efforts regarding environmental policy and is in some parts a forerunner (for example the EEG – Renewable Energy Law - 'Erneuerbare Energien Gesetz'). 

Future aims indicate that Germany wants to maintain this role. As it is stated in the Kyoto protocol, the European Union wants to reduce the hothouse effect by 30% until 2020. But Germany declared to reduce its hothouse effect by 40%.
 

3. From the Netherlands´ perspective
   3.1 Discourses dominate the environmental policy and legislation in the Netherlands
In the Netherlands the principle discourse is neo-corporastist. This one is based on the collaborative relationship between many actors in society (economic, environmental policy makers, industry, government, ecologist,...) to have a consensus, a lot of idea’s, more opinions and to built a considerable number of specific environmental laws. This co-operation enables all actors to have debate and negotiation on the decision-making process. The Netherlands can be called to be dominated by ecomodernism
. Ecomodernism includes economism and ecologism perceptions.
   3.2 Analysing and describing how the discourses have changed over time and why

The precursors environmental policy in the Netherlands were about danger, damage and nuisance caused by industrial installation in 1875, brought about the revolution industrial and the growth more and more enterprises. After the World War II, the Netherlands created a consensus according to the culture and the religion, the first awareness of pollution and the effect on humans health became clear. In the 60s the first protests arose against the economic growth and mass consumption leaded to the first protest. This protests allowed a profound change of the perception of environmental problems. At the same time, with the rapid industrialisation after the World War II, there was a problem with the water pollution. The reaction was the preparation of the first specific environmental laws that giving more political weight to the Ministry of Public Health and Environment. Thereafter, some laws were adopted about air pollution, chemical waste, waste, noise between 1964 and 1979. In the 70s, the memorandum on environmental hygiene emerged. But the emergency memorandum turned out to be overambitious, there consisted a big gap between the analysis of the problem and the suggested measures during the oil crisis. The Netherlands were not much affected by the oil crisis, this is because of the partial dependence on natural gas. The combustion of fossil fuels continued to rise in this period, with a higher discharge of SO2 as a result. In the same period, the environmental policy gave more emphasis on soil pollution. The Dutch society and so, because it’s a democracy, the Dutch government, are in these decades influenced by important publications about environmental issues, books like Silent Spring from Rachel Carson and Limits to Growth of the Club of Rome were according to Liefferink
 popular in the Netherlands. These can be seen as the idols 
of the Dutch society. In the 80s, the environmental situation continued to deteriorate, partly due to inadequate environmental policy. In 1984, the Dutch administrative system started the Indicative Multi-year Programme (IMP) to more integrate approach to environment policy. The roles of the IMP were to internalize responsibility for the environment in their daily activities. In the 90s, the RIVM redacted the First National Environmental Policy Plan (NMP) alarming the situation with an analytical perspective on environmental policy-making. This one contained a number of substantial policy proposals and raised considerable controversies and took place in the international environment policy. This approach acknowledged that processes of international interdependence and globalisation had an ecological dimension.
   3.3 Development of the Netherlands´ environmental policies
The first environmental rules were closely linked to public health and hygiene. Between 1968 and 1972, consciousness of environmental problems quickly spread and led to establishment of the first Minister of Public Health and Environmental Hygiene
 in 1971. Before that period the Dutch framework of environmental protection was based on liveability and protection of the public health 
and relied on licensing systems. One of the first accomplishments of the ministry was the Emergency Memorandum on Environmental Hygiene, which worked out strategic plans for thirteen priority areas, including water pollution, air pollution, soil degradation and noise. A new era in the Dutch environmental policy history started with the creation of the first NMP, National Environmental Policy Plan. Currently NMP4 is in use by the government.

   3.4 The actors have acted  in the Netherlands, their performance  and  impacts

The Dutch society and decision making processes are based on what in the Netherlands is called, the polder model. In order to have as much consensus as possible with as many actors as possible, a lot of ideas and possible new rules/changes are discussed and negotiated. This makes the decision-making process more time-intensive, but also creates more widespread consensus between all involved actors
. There’s no environmental agency in the Netherlands, some of these main actors are
 in. People green like environmental organisations, consumer organisations, left political parties; People non-green like labour unions and right political parties; Establishment green like Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment (VROM), Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Transport, Public works and Water management; Establishment non-green like Industry and branch organisations. These actor’s have different values
, and this makes the decision making process somewhat more problematic, but can result in a more widespread consensus.

   3.5 The Netherlands´ role respectively and together has in the development of an environmental policy in the European Union
The Dutch government has the opinion that international agreements including as many countries as possible should therefore, be preferred and stimulated, if necessary with material and/or financial support. The Netherlands explicitly aims at playing the role of initiator and stimulator in international environmental policy
. According to Liefferink
 the two major international themes in the Netherlands are acidification and climate change. In 2004 these two are still seen as high priority by the Dutch government. As the chairman of the EU (1july-31dec 2004), the Netherlands wants to pay special attention to chemical substances, climate and sustainability
. According to the RIVM, a governmental environmental research agency, with the current environmental policy in the Netherlands the European targets on emission reduction will not be reached
.
   3.6 How could the Netherlands´ role be looked upon today in relation to the development of sustainable development in Europe and the world as a whole?

Nowadays the somewhat right orientated government is, much more focused on a more sustainable society. Under the influence of the Minister of Finance, more emphasis is given on next Dutch  generations. But, this policy and ideology is mainly financially orientated and based on mostly neo-classical ideas. The neo-classical CBA
 is used here in order to argument for investments and retrenchments in order to decrease the State’s debts and decrease future interests. Left orientated parties think that there are other ways to invest in society and environment; they’re more orientated to invest directly in society and nature now. Of course the current government, also does this, but not as rigorous as some other parties wants. The fourth NMP is from 2001 is called: 'A world and a will: working on sustainability’
. The intentions of the government related to the whole of the coalition accord are literally stated in the governmental declaration as ‘take part’
. These two combined will probably continue, the in our view positive, stimulating role as initiator and stimulator 
in the international field of sustainable issues.

4. Integrated vision of the three countries: Sweden, Germany and the Netherlands
   4.1 How could one or a few countries influence the development in a larger context to be more sustainable?
Because the EU is a polycentric organisation, the Political Economic Organisations, every Political Economic Person is able to influence the decision making process. The subject sustainability is integrated in the environmental policies of the three countries. As discussed in question 2.4, all countries have different roles and compentencies so they are able to influence the sustainable issues in their own way.
 This means one country will be able to become an expert in a certain area concerning a certain sustainable issue. 

But a country can also set signs itself without being dependent on the EU. For example the soccer world championship 2006 in Germany shall also be a sign for consciousness in environmental policy. This championship shall be the first climate neutral ever
 with a reduce in energy, water and waste during the event. It is also a sign for the whole world that everyone has to reduce its use of energy and resources, like Peter Söderbaum demands it in his book
 and also in his lecture on 10th of November. So this is a way how one country can influence the development in a larger context to be more sustainable.

   4.2 The ideas that dominated the environmental policy in the three countries
Sweden was a pioneer regarding the protection of the environment and the development of environmental guidelines. 

As aforementioned, the first environmental policies were based on the issue of public health. After the signs of water pollution became very abundant to the Dutch society and government, more attention was given to environmental issues, what resulted in the first environmental policies. The idea of sustainability became important and dominant after the report of the Brundland commission. This is similar to the process of imitation Sevon describes (Sevon, 51) organisation picking up an idea (sustainability by Brundtland), translating it into something that fits its own context (target group management + NMP), and materializing it into action. This last is done because of the polder model which results in a consensus supported by all actors.

According to Sahlin-Andersson's article, a problem is the difference between a desired state and the present state
. Ideas to solve environmental problems in former times were driven by the economic development of Germany as a whole (as stated in question 2). If the economy went well, no one would have complained about efforts in environmental policy. Of course, this statement is also valid vice versa. Ideas which actually dominate the environmental policy in Germany in order to solve environmental problems are; becoming independent of nuclear energy, reducing the emission of toxic gases by raising a tax on fuel, increasing the amount of energy generated by renewable energy plants, reducing the amount of waste by raising a tax on non-returnable bottles.
   4.3 Similarities and differences in the development of environmental policies among the countries
a. Differences

· Sweden has deeper roots owing to not participating in World War 2. 

· The Netherlands have the status of a 'gateway to Europe'.
 That makes their attitude a little bit more defensive on certain related environmental issues. 

· The Netherlands have problems in achieving the domestic reduction target.

· In Germany, the economy is still playing a big role. If the economy is doing well, no one complains about efforts in environmental policy. But if this is not the case, environmental policy is such a subordinated issue.

b. Similarities

· The energy crisis (1973-74) had the same effect on the countries. They recognized that fossile energy is not infinite and that this requires a responsible way of treating.

· Every country plays an active role nowadays in the development of environmental policies.
· There exists a consensus searching and decision making process in each country.

   4.4 Why are these similarities and differences?

Differences to other countries exist due to the fact that Germany has one of the biggest economies in the world. So there is always a big counterpart in the industry who tries to block and change (e.g. new emission laws) so that profit and growth will sustain.

Nevertheless, such a big economy can also be a kind of a pioneer in terms of ecological and environmental inventions. So similarities to other countries may also exist, because especially Germany (due to its status) has also some kind of a responsibility.
   4.5 The  ideas which have been successful in the EU cooperation
· renewable energy + efficiency 

· ideas of sustainability successful implemented from national areas to EU

· awareness of the global international impact of environmental decisions / actions (for example Rhine River treaty, Baltic Sea action/programme)
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