SHADOW OF THE BAT
| . CAPES
109 - "Ad Habits"

Bat man and rel ated characters were created by Bob Kane &
Bill Finger and are owned by DC Comi cs and Warner Brothers.
This is a work of transformative fiction... aren’'t they all?



OVER BLACK

A beep is heard, repeating at regular intervals, perhaps a
heart nonitor. The beeping continues through the credits
title card.

OPENI NG Tl TLE CARD: SHADOW OF THE BAT
ACT ONE:

| NT. "BUDDY' S" CGROCERY STORE, CHECK-QUT - DAY

A hand waves grocery products over the price scanner, one
after another, by rote, producing the famliar beeping.

As the products pass the scanner, they are conveyed by a
belt to the bagger, EDWARD NI GVA. He wears a striped apron
over a collared shirt, a lifeless, tired expression on his
face. He places a dozen eggs at the bottom of the bag, then
grabs sone frozen dinners.

Sl: "AOd Habits"

| NGRATE CUSTOMER
Excuse ne, could you please put the
eggs on top?

Nigma attenpts a smle weakly, taking the eggs back out of
t he bag.

He | ooks up in response to his nane being called over the
i nterconm

BLAKE
(over intercomm
Eddie to aisle 7b for clean-up
Eddie to aisle 7b for clean-up
pl ease.

| NT. "BUDDY' S" CGROCERY STORE, AISLE 7B - A LITTLE LATER

Ni gma rounds the corner, nop and broomin hand, to see a
smal |l child standi ng over a huge puddle of olive oil and
broken gl ass, crying. The child s nother ignores her son,
i nstead focusing her anger on N gna.

| NGRATE MOTHER
(to Ni gnma)
It was very stupid putting all this
gl ass on the bottom shelf where any
child can reach it.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ni gma bends down and starts picking up the |arger pieces of
glass. One pricks his finger, producing a small drop of
bl ood.

He raises his finger into his field of vision, and slowy
cocks his head to the side, staring at it.

CHI LD
Are you okay?

Focus on the pricked finger.

I NT. BUS - NI GHT

Focus on Nigma’s hand, a band-aid on his injured finger,
pl acing a bus pass in the ticket-taker.

Ni gma | unbers, his posture slunped, to the back of the bus,
and sits down.

The bus starts out. Gotham passes by outside the w ndow,
but Ni gma drops his head, zoning out on the back of the
enpty seat in front of him

| NT. NI GVA' S APARTMENT COWVPLEX, HALLWAY - LATER

In a cranped hallway, N gma takes his key out of his pocket.

A man tries to pass Nigma. Nigma pushes hinself against his
door so the man can pass.

Ni gma turns the doorknob.

I NT. NI GVA' S APARTMENT - CONTI NUOUS
Ni gma’ s door opens, and he steps in

He wal ks past a small, out of date tube television on his
i mredi ate left and an old, beat up recliner chair to his

i mredi ate right, and within a few steps is in the
"kitchen." The apartnment is very small, so small as to be
cl aust r ophobi c.

Ni gnma opens his nostly enpty hal f-size refrigerator
retrieving a snmall pack of anerican cheese slices and what
remains of a |oaf of bread. He walks to the counter.

He places the itens on the counter. Opening the bread, he
finds only the two end- pi eces.

( CONTI NUED)
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CUT TGO

Nigma sits on his recliner, slowy eating his cheese
sandwi ch of f of a paper plate.

The TV is off. Nigna stares into space.

FADE TO BLACK

OVER BLACK

three | oud KNOCKS pound on Nigma’s thin front door.

I NT. NI GVA'S APARTMENT - MORNI NG

The nmorning sun shines through a tiny w ndow, projecting a
bright patch on Nigma’'s recliner. He lies back in it, fast
asl eep, the paper plate and crust on his | ap.

Three nore knocks scare hi m awake, the paper plate and crust
hit the floor, disturbed by his sudden novenent.

Ni gma brushes hinself off and readi es hinself, straightening
hi s deneanor

PAROLE OFFI CER DAN (O S.)
Wake up Ed!

Ni gna stands and wal ks to the door. He hesitates a nonent,
t hen unl ocks the padl ock and opens the door to DAN, his
hunongous, neat-head parole officer.

Dan wal ks in, having to duck under the door-franme due to his
size, and half-sits, half-leans on Nigma’'s tel evision.

Ni gma shuts the door and wal ks back to his chair across from
Dan.

PARCLE OFFI CER DAN
Eddi e, how ya doin’ bud?

Ni gma, slouching in his chair, |ooks up at Dan, enpty-eyed.

PARCLE OFFI CER DAN ( CONT’ D)
Saw a newspaper out front there,
you uh, haven’t been doin’ any
crosswords have you?

NI GVA
No.
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PAROLE OFFI CER DAN
Puzzl es, word junbles, anything
i ke that?

NI GVA
| " m cl ean.

PAROLE OFFI CER DAN
Sure, sure. That’'s great. You know,
as your friend, that nakes ne
happy. As your PO, it gives ne
relief.

Ni gma stays silent.
Dan takes a gaze around the apartnent.

PARCLE OFFI CER DAN ( CONT’ D)
Pl ace | ooks good..

He points down at the spilled crust.

PARCLE OFFI CER DAN ( CONT’ D)
... cept for the crust.

Ni gnma doesn’t nove.

PAROLE OFFI CER DAN ( CONT’ D)
It’Il be three nonths tonorrow
since you’'ve been out, thought 1'd
have a congratul atory stop-by
before the wife and | head out of
town for the weekend. We’'re goin’
up north to-

NI GVA
| have to go to work, Dan.

PAROLE OFFI CER DAN

Oh yeah, yeah no worries. The wife

and | gotta head out soon anyway. ..
Dan offers Ni gna a handshake and N gna acepts. N gma's hand
is dwarfed by Dan’s nmeaty paw. Dan bring his other hand
into the equation, conpletely engulfing Nigma’s hand in a
"friendly" manner.
Ni gnma opens the door as Dan heads out.

Al nost out the door, Dan stops.

( CONTI NUED)
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PAROLE OFFI CER DAN ( CONT’ D)
Taki n” the bus?

NI GVA
Yes.

PAROLE OFFI CER DAN
We got an extra seat if ya need a
ride?

There is a pause as Nigma considers the unappeal i ng, but
conveni ent offer.

NI GVA
Actual ly, 1 do.

I NT. "BUDDY' S'" GROCERY STORE, CHECK-OQUT - DAY

Mrroring the opening of the episode, N gna stands at the
end of the check out counter |oading groceries into bags and
bags into carts. Nigma's face is absolutely devoid of

enoti on; he noves deliberately, robotically.

He slowy reaches by his knees and peel s away anot her
pl asti ¢ bag, shakes it open and continues | oading groceries.

We slowly DOLLY-QUT/ ZOOMIN on Nigma’s face as the sounds of
the store dull away into WH TE NO SE

Once his face alnost fills the frane, all the noise rushes
back to himat full vol une.

CASH ER
Eddi e!

Ni gna shakes his head to attention.

CASHI ER ( CONT’ D)
Doubl e bag it like the |ady said
bef ore Bl ake noti ces and-

The CASHI ER | ooks behind Nigma and does not |i ke what he
sees.

CASHI ER ( CONT’ D)
(sarcastically)
G eat.

BLAKE, the store manager, puts his hand on N gma’ s shoul der,
startling him
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BLAKE
Eddi e, can | see you over here for
a mnute?

NI GVA
Sur e.

Bl ake takes Ni gma aside, next to the exit. He stands
authoritatively, sternly, arns crossed.

BLAKE
Eddi e, what’s up? Wiat’'s the deal ?
Were's the smle?

NI GVA
| don't know. | can smle nore..

BLAKE
We don’t just want a smle, we want
genui ne happi ness so we can pass it
on to the custoners.

Ni gma nods.

BLAKE ( CONT’ D)
| m not supposed to go into details
on the ConSat Surveys, but-

NI GVA
|’ msorry, ConSat?

Bl ake gi ves a confused | ook.

BLAKE
Consuner Satisfaction Survey,
sonet hi ng everyone in the store
shoul d know. Now, |’ m not supposed
to say, but in your case, you need
the info to better yourself and the
conmpany... On your |ast ConSat you
recei ved a bel ow two.

NI GVA
Bel ow t wo?

BLAKE
It'’s on a scale of zero to nine...

A woman pushes her cart past Bl ake and Ni gma. Bl ake stops

and waves goodbye to her, continuing to speak through a
forced smle
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BLAKE ( CONT’ D)
Below two is the worst |’ ve seen
si nce becom ng Supervi sor.

Bl ake stops and puts his finger to his earpiece, |istening.

BLAKE ( CONT’ D)
(into earpiece mc)
Yeah, I'll be there in a mnute.
(back to N gmm)
You want to take Cashier don’t you?

The conversation falls silent.

BLAKE ( CONT' D)
Right? Jesus Eddie, do you
even want to be here?

The conversation falls silent once nore.

NI GVA
Am | supposed to?

BLAKE
|’ mnot going to get down on you
because you | ook |i ke you need sone
time off. How about you go hone and
call us when you feel you can
perform at Buddy’s standards.

NI GVA

Bl ake, | can’t have any nore hours

cut, I-
Blake lifts his hand to his earpiece, cutting off Nigma. He
listens a nonment, then wal ks away fromthe conversati on,
| eaving Nigma by the exit.
| NT. BUS - DAY
Nigma sits at the back of the dirty bus, staring out the
cl oudy wi ndow at the passing buil dings and pedestri ans.
I NT. NI GVA' S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

Nigma sits in his recliner, a blank expression on his face.
The TV, the lights, everything is off.

There is a light rap on the door. N gma does not stir.

The rapping cones again, a little louder. N gm's head
slowy turns toward the door
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A woman’ s voi ce can be heard through the thin door.

CHERYL (O S.)
| don’t think he' s hone.

Ni gma stands. A man’s voice joins the woman’s.

GREG (O S.)
| thought you said you passed him
in the | obby.

Ni gma steps to the door.

CHERYL (O S.)
VWll his lights are off.

Ni gma opens the door to GREG and CHERYL, both of whomturn
to the doorway and smle broadly, teeth practically
spar kl i ng.

CHERYL ( CONT’ D)
You are hone!

Ni gma stares a nonent. He exits his apartnent and cl oses

t he door behind him standing on the other side. The three
attenpt to co-exist in the tiny hallway; N gma too dead
inside to care, the couple trying their best to appear
unphased.

NI GVA
and you are...
CHERYL
How rude of nme, |I'’mso sorry.

Cheryl extends her hand.

CHERYL ( CONT' D)
" m Cheryl ...

G eg extends his hand.

GREG
And I'm G eg. W're your upstairs
nei ghbors.

Ni gna stares at their hands. They slowy |ower them

CHERYL
We just nmake so nuch noi se stonpin’
around up there | thought we should
cone down and invite you to gane
ni ght.
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NI GVA
Ganme night?

GREG
It’s alittle weekly tradition ever
since we got married a nonth ago.

Greg and Cheryl wait awkwardly for congratul ati ons, but none
are forthcom ng.

GREG (CONT’ D)
Wul d you like to cone play?

NI GVA
What are you pl ayi ng?
CHERYL
Rock, Paper, Scissors.
NI GVA
You nmean Ro- Sham Bo?
CHERYL
No it’s this great party gane,
you' Il love it.

| NT. GREG AND CHERYL' S APARTMENT - A WHI LE LATER
The apartnent is spacious. Conservative, but Iivable.

Greg and Cheryl, BOB and CINDY, and Nigma, all sit around
the dining roomtable. Cards litter the table s surface.

BOB
He won't do better than m ne.

Cl NDY
Shhh. .. he’s thinking.

Geg lifts his chin off his hands.

GREG
Alright...

Greg places onto the table a card with a picture of a scarf,
under which the word "SCARF" is printed.

GREG ( CONT’ D)
| tie the scarf...

He places a card with a "WEEDWACKER" on it next to the first
card.
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GREG ( CONT’ D)
...to the spinning part of the
weedwacker. . .

Geg places a third card, this one sporting a "9-VOLT
BATTERY" .

GREG ( CONT’ D)

then | place one side of the
ni ne-volt battery on ny tongue, and
the other side to the
weedwacker. | hold the weedwacker
upsi de- down above ny head and turn
it on, using it as a nmakeshift
hel i copter, slowi ng ny freefal
enough to nerely break ny | egs when
| I and.

Cheryl, Bob, and Cindy all laugh, clap and cheer. N gma
remai ns passi ve.

CHERYL
Al right, Eddie, you go.

Ni gna draws a card, a "TEN FOOT POLE".
Ni gma draws a second card, a "MALLET".

Ni gma draws the |last card. The card is illustrated only with
a question mark, and no writing.

CHERYL ( CONT' D)
Qooh, a question mark neans you can
pi ck whatever you want the card to
be.

Cheryl draws a Situation Card.

CHERYL ( CONT' D)
On! This is a good one! "You
stand before a | ocked door. Beyond
the door is a punji pit, and beyond
the punji pit is an Assassin.”

NI GVA
| knock the knob off the door with
the mallet, vault across the punji
pit using the ten-foot pole, and
confuse the assassin with a riddle.

Cl NDY
Confuse himwith a riddle?
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NI GVA
(slowy, annoyed)
Yes. Confuse himwith a riddle.

GREG
No, that’s good, | |ike
that. Voting tine, remenber to be
honest .

CHERYL

| vote for Greg, that helicopter
thing was hil ari ous.

NI GVA
| vote nysel f.

Cl NDY
| vote for Greg too.

GREG
| vote for Eddie. That riddle idea
is really original

Everyone turns to Bob.

BOB
| have to go with Geg.

Ni gma suddenly snaps to life, practically scream ng; nonths
of pent-up frustration rushing to the surface.

NI GVA
Real | y? Because, and | don’t know
if any of you norons know this, but
that’s not how a nine volt battery

works, GREG And I’'Il have you
know wi re franme gl asses do not
FLOAT, CI NDY!

GREG

It’s just a gane.

NI GVA
You think this is a gane? This is
a distraction at best. Nunbing
your mnds with al cohol and wasting
away your nights with inmagination
ganes-

CHERYL
Eddi e, you're being really uncool .
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NI GVA
You want a gane? |[|’'ll show you a
gane.
Eddi e storns out the front door, leaving it w de open.

The two couples stare at the enpty doorway in confusion.

I NT. NGV S APARTMENT -

Ni gma bursts in through the front door, taking the only door
inside to his pitiful room

He stornms toward his closet and retrieves a |l arge
shoe-box. He opens it, pulling out an object obscured in
t he dark.

Focus on his head, his face, as he slides a green bow er
onto his crown fromthe front, Bob Fosse style, smling a
w de, conniving smle.

CUT TO BLACK
ACT TWO

FADE FROM BLACK:

| NT. THE CAVE -

Bruce and Dick walk up the stairs to the main platformin
t he Batcave. Wearing sweats, with towels wapped around
their necks, they |ook to have just finished working out.

DI CK
Mal col m McDowel |, I'"mtelling you.
It was Mal col m McDowel | .

BRUCE
No, no. Roddy McDowell is who we're
thinking of. I"msure of it.

DI CK

How don’t you know this? | thought
you were the "worl d' s greatest
detective"?

BRUCE

| never said | was the world’' s
great est detective...
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DI CK
Oh yeah, you're right

Dick points to the superconputer.

DI CK ( CONT' D)
That is. Let’s ask it.

They both head for the |large, nine screened conputer. As
t hey approach, it suddenly flashes on and glitches for a
nonent before cutting to black

Di ck gives Bruce a confused | ook. Bruce's eyes don't |eave
t he screens.

The conputer turns back on, displaying a green background
with a large, purple, rotating question mark taking up al
ni ne screens.

Bruce wal ks over to the keyboard and taps a few keys, but
the conputer does not respond. He steps back next to Dick,
still refusing to take his eyes off the screens.

The question mark stops rotating. Through the sound system
in the cave, a voice is heard. As the voice speaks, the
question mark lights up in sync with the audi o spi kes.

Rl DDLER
(through the superconputer)
Hello Batman. | have a riddle |
need you to solve. It cones in two
parts. | know it’s been awhile...
What does a bl anket give you?

D ck | ooks up at Bruce, who stares stoically at the
conput er.

RI DDLER ( CONT’ D)
(through the superconputer)
And. .. What nekes a statenent at a
t housand to one ratio with a word?
W’ ve got so nmuch history together
Batman. | hope you didn't think
was gone forever. See you soon!

As the Riddler utters his final word the screens glitches
back to the hone screen of the superconputer.

Dick | ooks up at Bruce. He is still staring into the
screens, now with a scow on his face.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

14.

DI CK
What just happened?
BRUCE
W wer e hacked.
DI CK
Yeah, | saw. How?
BRUCE
He' s been here before. In the cave.
DI CK
" mjust going to assune he’'s a bad
guy.
BRUCE
Not really. M sguided nostly.
DI CK
Who is he?
BRUCE

Edward Nignma. He served fifteen
nmont hs in Bl ackgate for grand theft
auto. Three nonths ago Pickering
rel eased hi mon good behavi or.

DI CK
Wait, the Riddler? Should we be
worried?

BRUCE
No.

DI CK

You just got hacked! You’' re Batnan!

Bruce turns and heads into the darkness.

BRUCE
There’'s no harmthere. It’'s the
ri ddl es he cares about.

DI CK
Babs can hel p! She’s good, she can
backt rack-

BRUCE
Nigma is an expert hacker. It
woul d take days to follow a digital
trail like his. No, the quickest
way is through the riddles. Nowto

( MORE)
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BRUCE (cont’ d)
determ ne which security camera
he’ s tal ki ng about. ..

Bruce di sappears into shadow.

DI CK
Security canera?

I NT. DENT'S OFFI CE - NI GHT

Harvey Dent sits at the edge of his desk, his sleeves rolled
up, arns crossed. Jim Gordon stands behind one of Dent’s
client chairs, leaning forward onto it with his

pal ms. Batman stands off in a shadowed corner, wapped in

his own cape, the face of his cow dimy illum nated.
GORDON
Damm it.
DENT
| know.
BATMAN

He was bound to slip. Mental
di sorders this severe tend to take
nmore than fifteen nonths to cure.

DENT
(annoyed, sinister)
When we catch him 1’11 make sure
he gets the "treatnment"” he needs.

GORDON
Dependi ng on what he’s done, or is
goi ng to do.

BATMAN
He wants nme to see sonething. W
don’t have to wait for himto do
it.

DENT

A bl anket gives you security and a
picture’s worth a thousand words. ..

GORDON
Security footage, but where?

BATMAN
| don’t know. Yet.
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GORDON
You would think if sonething big
were going on we'd have heard about
it.

BATMAN
He doesn’t do big. He's never been
one for violence or nmoney. Al he
cares about is the gane.

DENT
He doesn’t need to do nuch if | can
get himfifty-one-fiftied. The new
Arkhamis a | ot nore secure than
Bl ackgat e.

GORDON
They’ re probably better equipped to
hel p himthan the | ot over at the
Pri son.

BATVAN
Ei t her that or he spends the rest
of his life rotting away next to
serial nurderers. |1’mnot sure he
deserves that.

DENT

You' d have to catch himfirst.
GORDON

Security footage... how did you say

he got you those riddles?

| NT. GORDON HOUSEHOLD, BARBARA' S ROOM - NI GHT

Bar bara sits agai nst the backboard of her twin sized bed,
readi ng East of Eden by John Steinbeck.

The silence is interrupted by a TICK sound on the w ndow
directly to her right.

She | ooks to her right, startled, but hears and sees
not hi ng.

Another TICK is heard, this one a bit |ouder, catching her
attention. She sets the book down on the bed and hurries to
the wi ndow. She | ooks out and sees Dick standing in the
al | ey behind her house, a few pebbles still in his left
hand.

Di ck waves, notioning for her to open the w ndow.
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She does so.

BARBARA
What the hell man, you could have
cal | ed.
Dl CK
Yeah, | know, can | come up there?
BARBARA
Yeah, 1’1l unlock the front do-

EXT. GORDON HOUSEHOLD, ALLEY - CONTI NUOUS

Dick runs and plants off the low chain-link fence with one
foot, propelling hinself onto Gordon’s rain pipe, which he
clinbs with ease up to Babs’ w ndow.

Barbara and Dick neet face to face as he pushes hinself up
into her roomwith seemngly no effort.

| NT. GORDON HOUSEHOLD, BARBARA' S ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Bar bara backs up and sits on her bed while Dick stands in
front of her.

DI CK
Hey.
BARBARA
Hey. Whaaats goin on?
DI CK
|, uh, Bruce has this huge, | nean

massi ve conputer and uh, sonething
happened to it while I was using it
earlier.

BARBARA
You need technical support?

DI CK
Yeah. Bruce isn’t honme and he
reeaally likes this conputer.

BARBARA
So you gave it a virus?

DI CK
No, it was nore |i ke a hack.
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BARBARA
You got Bruce Wayne’' s conputer
hacked i nto?

DI CK
Yeah, it’s really bad.

BARBARA
Alright, well, ny dad’s not honme so
| guess we can go over there and
check it out. Let ne get ny thi-

DI CK
No!
BARBARA
What ?
DI CK
| mean, Alfred s there, he'll rat

me out if he sees you on Bruce's
superconputer. Just tell me what to
do.

BARBARA
Sonmeone hacked billionaire Bruce
Wayne' s "superconputer” and you
expect ne to be able to explain to
you how to backtrack it in one
ni ght ? Wthout the conputer no
| ess?

DI CK
... Yeah?

Bar bara wal ks past Dick to her desk and begi ns openi ng
drawers, searching for sonething.

She lets out a victorious grunt.

BARBARA
Ah! Lucky for you |I’ve had this
lying around waiting for a reason
to be used.

Barbara pulls a small, rectangular USB device fromthe
bott om drawer full of electronic knick-knacks.
DI CK
What is it?
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BARBARA
It’s a tracker. 1'll be able to
renotely control the conmputer from
my tablet here at hone. Al you
have to do is plug it in.

DI CK
Bruce won't find out?

BARBARA
| don’t know, haven't used it yet.

Bar bara stands up and hands the tracker to D ck.

DI CK
Thank you.

Bar bara wal ks over to her dresser and places both hands
down, facing away from Di ck. She hangs her head, preparing
to speak.

BARBARA
You know, while you' re he-

Barbara turns and finds Dick has left. She |ooks left to
right in confusion.

BARBARA ( CONT’ D)

(sarcastically)
You' re wel cone.

| NT. BATCAVE - NI GHT

Bat man, cow down the back of his neck, sits in front of the
superconputer, nuttering to hinself.

Al fred ascends the stairs to the nmain platform

ALFRED
| thought you went out tonight.
BRUCE
Just to Dent’s. | had to warn
t hem
ALFRED
And now?
BRUCE

| solve a riddle.
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ALFRED
And talk in them apparently.

BRUCE
Al fred, you re distracting ne.

ALFRED
| think what you need is a
di stracti on.

BRUCE
" msorry?

ALFRED
Your usually horrible sleep habits
have becone abysmal; your usually
mel ancholy nood has slid into
cranky territory-

BRUCE
(interrupting)
| can handle the cow, you know

can.

ALFRED
Yes, but fatherhood?

BRUCE
Robin and | -

ALFRED

(i nterrupting)
No. Dick. You and Di ck.

BRUCE
What about ne and Dick?

Al fred produces a brochure.

ALFRED
You' re going to the Got ham Human
Hi story nuseumthis weekend. As
peopl e.

He hands the brochure to Bruce.

ALFRED ( CONT’ D)
There’s an interesting abori gi nal
textiles exhibit in from Keystone
cal |l ed Bl anket Statenents...

20.

Bruce stands and hugs Alfred as Dick wal ks up the stairs and

sees them
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DI CK
If I’minterrupting...

Bruce dons his cow .

BATMAN
Not at all.

He turns to the computer, typing on the | arge keyboard.

A bl ack and white, fish-eye Il ens view of the closed nmuseum
appears on the screen. N gma, nowin his full Riddler gear,
stands with a gun to Blake's head. Blake is tied up and
gagged, obviously fearful for his [ife. Next to them on a
smal | easel, is a hand-nmade poster that reads "WHEN DOES A
TI GER CHANCE | TS STRI PES?"

Dick wal ks closer to the screens.

ALFRED
When does a tiger change its
stripes?
BATVAN
He doesn’t.
Dl CK
Is this live?
BATVAN
Yes.
Dl CK
How | ong has he been waiting there
like that?

Bat man runs snoothly to the steps and conti nues down them as
he speaks.

BATMAN
Sui t up.

As Al fred wat ches Bat man di sappear into the darkness, D ck
pl aces the tracker in the conputer.

Di ck runs after Batman
Focus on the tracker in its small port, al nost
i ndi stingui shable fromthe hardware of the conputer itself,
save for a small blinking orange |ight.
FADE TO BLACK

ACT THREE

( CONTI NUED)
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FADE FROM BLACK

EXT. GOTHAM STREETS - N GHT

The Car races along the dark, enpty streets.

EXT. /I NT. GOTHAM STREETS/ THE CAR - CONTI NUOUS

Through the wi ndshield. Batnman drives as Robin sits beside
himin the passenger seat.

ROBI N
When you briefed ne on Nigma at the
end of Spring you said he was
harm ess.

BATMVAN
As far as | know, until today, he
had never held a gun.

ROBI N
Maybe his tinme in Bl ackgate
hardened him He wouldn’t be the
first jailbird to commt nore
serious crines after getting out.

BATMVAN
Possi ble. The one thing I’ ve
|earned with Riddler is to | ook for
t he deeper | ayer, the deeper
meaning. There is likely nore
goi ng on here than neets the eye.

ROBI N
Ri ddl er? What happened to N gna?

BATMAN
He' s gone now.

They drive in silence a nonent.

EXT. /I NT. GOTHAM STREETS/ THE CAR - CONTI NOUS

BATNVAN
You see Dick? Solving the riddle
was the answer. No need to involve
out si der s.

Robi n | ooks out the w ndow, away from Batnman
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EXT. GOTHAM STREETS - CONTI NUQUS

The Car races down the streets of Got ham

| NT. GORDON HOUSEHOLD, BARBARA' S ROOM - MEANWHI LE

In profile, Barbara sits at her inmacul ate desk, typing away
on a keyboard magnetically attached to her tablet. She
grabs for her bluetooth nouse.

Focus on the tablet:

Bar bara noves the cursor over a .zip file which she double
clicks. The file quickly opens and cl oses several tiny

wi ndows before eventually opening the program connected to
the tracker she gave D ck.

An ALERT pops up over the program w ndow t hat says: "USB
CONNECTED" with an "OK" button below it. She clicks the
but t on.

After she clicks OK the wi ndow m nimzes as the program
opens to a map of the globe. Once it has calibrated, the
screen zoonms in to Gotham City and eventually over Wayne
Manor, where a blinking dot hovers.

Anot her ALERT pops up next to the map that says: "READ
DEVI CE" with the buttons "OK" and "Cancel" below it. Barbara
clicks "OK".

The screen shuts off for a noment then flicks back on, only
now t he screen displays the desktop of the superconputer.

Focus on Bar bar a:

BARBARA
Ni ce!

Focus on the tablet screen:
Bar bara noves the cursor over to the "Search” nenu and
clicks it. A search bar pops up with a few categories beside
it. The categories read: Docunments, Pictures, Video, Audio,
Fol ders, Encrypted Fil es.
Focus on Bar bar a:
BARBARA ( CONT’ D)

Ckay M. Wayne, |lets see what

you' ve got to hide.
She noves the cursor over the "Encrypted Files" button and
clicks it.
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Wth a snmle on her face she watches the screen as a single
fol der pops up with the nane "JAN4". She opens the folder to
find several files all pertaining to a man named TONY ZUCCO

BARBARA ( CONT’ D)
Zucco?

She double clicks a PDF file that opens up to the mugshot of
an overwei ght man hol di ng a nugshot placard with the nane
ZUCCO, TONY and his inmate nunbers on it.

She scrolls down the page to find several police reports
attached to Zucco. Al of his crinmes are |ow |evel,
non-vi ol ent crines ranging frompetty theft to extortion and
racketeering. Various notes nake it clear that Zucco works
for the Maroni famly.

Barbara stares at the reports a nonent.

She continues to scroll down the page when suddenly, the
screen shuts off and she is booted back to her own
homescr een.

BARBARA ( CONT’ D)
VWhat the hell ?!

EXT. GOTHAM HUMAN HI STORY MJSEUM - NI GHT

The cl assical, vaguely roman building is illum nated only by
moonl i ght. Two | arge banners drape either side of the
entrance to the building. The banners read, "BLANKET
STATEMENTS: ABORI G NAL TEXTI LES, 1600’ s TO PRESENT".

| NT. GOTHAM HUMAN HI STORY MJUSEUM LOBBY - MEANVWH LE

A SECURITY GUARD |lies at the base of a l|arge staircase,
bound at his nouth, hands, and feet.

The guard tries to roll hinself upright when, fromthe
shadows, Batnman steps into frane. The guard turns his head
and i s caught off guard by Batman’s presence and |lets out a
muffled cry.

Bat man | ooks down at the noisy Security Guard and |ifts his
i ndex finger to his nouth.

The guard qui ets and watches as Bat man wal ks up the stairs,
into the exhibit.
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| NT. GOTHAM HUMAN HI STORY MUSEUM EXHI BI T - CONTI NUOUS

The exhibit is held in a |large, open roomfull of Aborigina
bl ankets, colorful |inens, and acconpanying informative
di spl ays.

Bat man reaches the exhibit at the top of the stairs and
i medi ately sees The R ddler, standing in the center of the
room under a shaft of noonlight.

As before, The Riddler holds a pistol to Bl ake’s head; Bl ake
i s gagged and bound to a small, wooden chair. Bl ake sobs

t hrough the duct tape and lets out a sigh of relief when he
sees Bat man.

Bat man stops at the top of the staircase and stares The
Ri ddl er down.

Rl DDLER
Hel | o Detecti ve.

BATMAN
Let hi m go.

Rl DDLER

Not yet I'mafraid. There' s stil
a riddle unsol ved.

BATNMAN
Ri ddl e?

Rl DDLER
When does a tiger change its
stripes?

BATNMAN
It doesn’t.

Rl DDLER
Cl ose but no cigar, Batnman. As the
saying goes: It can't.

Suddenly Nigma crunples under the weight of a rapidly
descendi ng Robin. The gun goes flying, sliding across the
floor.

BATMAN
Robi n. . .

Robi n kneels on Riddler’s back and deftly handcuffs him
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BATMAN ( CONT’ D)
Robin that’s really not necessary.

Bat man picks up the gun as it slides to his feet.

ROBI N
He coul d have shot that guy at any
tinme.

Bat nan wal ks toward Robin and Ri ddl er.

BATVAN
No, he couldn’t have. Like |I’'ve
been saying, Nigma's not a violent
man. .

Bat man pops the clip, revealing it to be enpty.

BATMAN ( CONT’ D)
And tigers don’t change their
stripes.

Rl DDLER
(1 abori ously)
Very good, Detective. Noww |l you
tell your boy to get off of ne?

Bat man gestures for Robin to stand up off of Riddler.

BATMAN
Robi n.

Robin frowns, then does as he is told.

Riddl er sits upright. Batman approaches himand takes off
the cuffs.

ROBI N
What are you doi ng?

BATVAN

(to Riddler)
Ki dnappi ng, breaking and entering,
destruction of governnent
property... a few others. All
parol e viol ati ons, enough to put
you away for what, two, three
years?

Rl DDLER
Less with good behavi or.
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BATVAN
And t hen?
Rl DDLER
| get to be the Riddler again.
ROBI N
Thi nk about what you’' re saying,
Bat man.
Rl DDLER
He is thinking. For once.
BATMVAN
You' || never get the help you need

at Bl ackgate Penitentiary. But if
you were to check yourself into

Ar kham . .
Rl DDLER
" m not si ck.
BATMAN
What you're not, is a
crimnal. Edward... if ever there
was a cry for help, it was the

Ri ddl er.
Riddler pulls off his green dom no nask.

NI GVA
...

He turns his head away, unable to maintain eye contact with
the Detective. He quickly takes off his purple gloves,
st eadyi ng hi nsel f.

Focus on his hands offering the mask and gl oves to Bat nan.

NI GVA ( CONT’ D)
Al right.

BATMAN
Il give you a ride.

Bat man turns and wal ks briskly down the stairs, N gma
trailing a few steps behind. N gnma renoves his bow er and
holds it in front of hinself at his chest, hanging his head
as he follows. Robin stands at the top of the staircase in
di sbel i ef .
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I NT. THE CAVE - MJCH LATER

It is dark. The Batcave’'s silence is broken by the faint
sound of the grandfather clock opening in the distance.

DCK (O S.)
(in the distance)
Thanks Al fred!

We hear Dick as he hustles down the stairs to the Batcave
and continues joggi ng.

Dick reaches the stairs to the main platformand clinbs them
with haste. He gets to the center of the platformbefore the
super conputer flashes on. The nine screens illum nating the
rest of the platform

Sitting in his large, leather chair is Batman, who slowy
spins around to confront D ck.

Dick stops in his tracks when he sees the sil houette of
Bat man sitting before him

Bat man st ands, casting a shadow over Dick

DI CK
| can expl ain.

BATMVAN
(rhetorically)
Can you? Can you expl ain buggi ng ny
conput er ?

Dl CK
| -

BATMVAN
(interrupting)
| give you an inch and you take a

mle... Just when you ve gai ned
back ny trust, you lose it again
like this.

D ck drops his head.

BATMAN ( CONT' D)
What exactly were you thinking?

DI CK
| went to the only friend | had.

There is a nonment of silence as Bat man keeps his gaze on

Dick. As Dick raises his head to face his nmentor, Bruce
pulls back his cow. The two | ook each other in the eyes.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 29.

Bruce approaches Di ck and enbraces him Dick accepts the
enbr ace.

After a nonent, Bruce pulls back, |eaving his hands on
D ck’s shoul ders.

BRUCE
No matter the situation, we're
famly now. W’re all one anot her
has. If you ever need anything, you
know I’ Il be here.

Focus on Dick's face as he sm |l es.

EXT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - SUNSET
Establ i shing shot of the Asylum

| NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM NI GW S CELL -

Nigma sits on his cot, in his Arkhamregul ation junpsuit,
readi ng One Fl ow Over The Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey.

There is a | oud, bangi ng knock on the netal door.

NI GVA
Go away. |’ mreading

HARLEEN (O S.)
(through the door)
|’mafraid | can’t accept that as
an answer, M. N gnma.

Ni gma pl aces his book, still open, in his |ap.

NI GVA
Then why knock?

HARLEEN QUI NZELL opens the door and enters.

HARLEEN
As a courtesy. |’myour doctor,
Harl een Quinzell. Shall we begin?

FADE QUT:



