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The Six Traits of the PTA Citizenship Contest Essay Checklist 

It is important to vote because . . . 
Ideas 

· Main idea of essay is clearly about why voting is important.

· Brainstorming before you write can help you find a topic you are passionate about

· Don’t be afraid to risk taking an unusual angle

Organization

· Start with an attention-getter (quote, appeal to emotion, startling statistic, vivid description,   

        etc)  and thesis statement in introductory paragraph.

· Include a topic statement for each body paragraph.

· Use transitions to connect main ideas.

· Essay should be easy to follow.

· Be sure paragraphs in the body of the paper focuses on one reason each.

· Thesis must be restated in the last paragraph.

· Conclusion summarizes only topics discussed in the body of the paper.  New topics are 
not introduced in the conclusion.

· Closing statement includes your final thoughts on the topic.

Word Choice

· Use precise, accurate, fresh, original words.

· Concentrate on adjectives, adverbs, and verbs

· Avoid repetition, clichés, or vague language.


· Remove weak words, such as:

a little

happy

some

a lot

Hi, my name is

The End

bad

kind of

stuff

Well,

big

nice

you

good 

sad

pretty

Conventions

· Proofread spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and grammar errors.

Sentence Fluency

· Use sentence variety.

· Use a variety of sentence beginnings.

· Check for: fragments, run-ons, too many short, choppy sentences, or too many long, 
wordy sentences.

Voice

· Your point of view is evident.

· It is obvious you care about your opinion.

· Your writing shows emotion.
