National PTA Reflections Program

Theme: My Favorite Place (Write a narrative essay describing your favorite place.  It must be at least 500 words in length.  Be sure to include lots of colorful adjectives and energetic verbs.  Be sure your essay “shows” and doesn’t just “tell.”  Use the essays we read in class as your model.  Relate to the reader on a personal level.  Make them fully appreciate your favorite place.  It could be a beach in Florida, but it could also be your grandma’s lap or a tree fort in the backyard!)  
Description

Literature entries may be works of fiction or nonfiction.  The essay will be judged primarily on how well the student

uses his or her artistic vision to portray the theme. 

Originality

Each entry must be the original work of one student only. An adult may not alter the creative integrity of a student’s work. Because the program is designed to encourage and recognize each student’s individual creativity, help from an adult or collaboration with other students is not allowed. Use of copyrighted material is prohibited. Literature entrants are not to borrow from copyrighted material.

Plagiarism is defined as taking and using another person’s ideas or writings or inventions as one’s own. Plagiarized

entries will be disqualified and returned to the students.
Entry Form

All participants are required to fill out in its entirety and sign the Official Entry Form. Students who have not completely filled out the form will not be eligible to participate in the program. 

Students have the option of placing the titles of their works on the Official Entry Form.
Return of Artwork

National PTA does not return literature entries.

Judging

All national entries are judged on artistic merit, creativity and interpretation of the theme. 

Presentation

· Entries must not exceed 2,000 words.

· One original and one copy are to be submitted.

· Entries may be handwritten or typed, either on a typewriter or with a computer.

· Number all pages.

· Entries are to reflect grade-appropriate grammar, punctuation and spelling.
· Write the student’s name on the back of each page in case pages become separated.

Artist Statement

On the Official Entry Form, describe what inspired you to create this work.
Essay is due on November 29th
