Persuasive
Grade 7

Listen Up!

Do Parents Have the Right to Eavesdrop on Teens’ Phone Calls?

When 14-year-old Lacey Dixon’s boyfriend called her one night, he had a secret to share.  So that her mom wouldn’t hear, the Washington teen went up to her room and closed the door.  But Lacey didn’t know that her mom was all ears.  Carmen Dixon had pressed the speakerphone function on a phone in another room and listened to what 17-year-old Oliver Christensen had to say to her daughter.  Dixon even jotted down a few notes.

Dixon knew that Christensen was trouble.  He was a suspect in the recent mugging of an elderly woman, and the police had asked her to look for evidence that might implicate him in the crime.  Dixon heard the evidence the police had asked her to look for that might implicate him in the crime.  Dixon heard the proof the police needed that night on the phone when Christensen confessed to Lacey that he knew the whereabouts of the elderly woman’s purse.

The police arrested Christensen and charged him with second-degree robbery.  Four years later, however, Christensen may be off the hook.  The Washington Supreme Court recently ruled that Christensen and Lacey’s conversation was private, and that Lacey’s mom had no right to eavesdrop on her daughter’s call.  The overheard evidence was deemed inadmissible, and Christensen will get a new trial.

Teens and privacy experts say the court made the right call, but many parents say the court has the wrong number.  Parents say they have every right to listen in on their kids’ phone calls.

Hung Up on Ruling
“It’s ridiculous.  Kids have more rights than parents these days,” Dixon told The Seattle Times about the court’s decision.  “I just believe you have the right to know what your kids are doing. … We were having a hard time with [Lacey] as a teenager.  She was sort of out of control,” said Dixon.

Seattle parent Désirée Moore agrees.  “Tell me it’s illegal to spy on my child, and you will see me breaking the law,” she told the paper.

Washington state Sen. Pam Roach said she plans to introduce legislation to add an exception to the state’s privacy laws that will allow parents to listen in on their kids’ calls.  “This is a parents’ rights issue.  [Parents have] the right and the responsibility to protect their children,” said Roach.

Ruling Rings True

For the court, however, the Christensen case was a privacy rights issue.  And teens, the court says, are entitled to privacy too.  “The Washington privacy statute puts a high value on the privacy of communications,” Justice Tom Chambers wrote in the court’s opinion.

The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) agrees.  “I don’t think the state should be in the position of encouraging parents to act surreptitiously and eavesdrop on their children,” ACLU attorney Douglas Klunder told the Detroit Free Press.

An editorial in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette suggested parents try another way to keep tabs on kids.  “Instead of spying on her daughter and her friend, [Lacey’s mother] should have tried to elicit the information the old-fashioned way:  through a direct conversation.”
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1.  How did Désirée Morgan feel about the Washington Supreme Court’s ruling?


a.  She agrees with the decision and will abide by the law.


b.  She agrees with the decision but will limit spying on her teenager.


c.  She disagrees with the ruling and plans to break the law if 


     necessary.


d.  She disagrees with the ruling but would never break the law.

2.  What happened after Carmen Dixon listened to her daughter and daughter’s boyfriend’s telephone conversation?


a.  Carmen turned Oliver Christensen in and he was arrested.


b.  Carmen filed a lawsuit with the Washington Supreme Court.


c.  Lacey and Oliver were arrested together.


d.  Carmen was arrested for spying.

3.  Which of the following context clues is not provided to help the reader know the meaning of the word surreptitiously in the section titled “Ruling Rings True?”

a.  instead of spying


b.  statute puts


c.  entitled to privacy


d.  eavesdrop

4.  The word elicit is used in the following sentence to mean… “Instead of spying on her daughter and her friend, [Lacey’s mother] should have tried to elicit information the old-fashioned way:  through a direct conversation.”


a.  get rid of; remove


b.  spy


c.  draw forth; bring out


d.  incriminate; set up

5.  The problem as stated in the essay is which of the following?


a.  The court ruled that teens have a right to privacy, and teens are 

     outraged.


b.  Parents are afraid to spy on their teens, but privacy experts 

     disagree.


c.  Teens want the right to spy on their own parents.


d.  Teens and privacy experts agree with the courts, but parents say 

     they have the right to monitor their children’s calls.

6.  Which persuasive technique is the author using when Carmen Dixon is quoted as saying, “I just believe you have the right to know what your kids are doing . . . We were having a hard time with [Lacey] as a teenager.  She was sort of out of control.”


a.  testimonial


b.  bandwagon


c.  generality


d.  rhetorical question

7.  Which or whom of the following does not support the author’s idea that teens are entitled to privacy too.


a.  Washington privacy statute


b.  the quote from ACLU attorney Douglas Klunder


c.  the quote from an editorial in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette


d.  Washington state Senator Pam Roach

8.  Which of the following is not an example of opinion?


a.  “[Parents have] the right and responsibility to protect their 


     children.”


b.  “It’s ridiculous.”

c.  The police arrested Christensen and charged him with second-degree robbery.

d.  “She was sort of out of control.”

9.  “Made the right call” is an example of a(n)


a.  hyperbole.

b.  idiom.

c.  analogy.

d.  metaphor.
10.  The concluding paragraph infers that 

a.  the court is always right.

b.  parents should be constantly on guard.

c.  children have a right to complete privacy.

d.  good parenting involves close communication with their children.
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