2006-2007 Kansas PTA Citizenship Program

Entry Deadline is Monday, September 25, 2006
Kansas PTA sponsors this contest for students in grades 5-9.  There are two categories:  essay and poetry.  The contest is designed to encourage children to think about good citizenship.  This could encompass what people have done in the past, can do now, or what they could do in the future to make a positive impact in their community or the world. 

This year’s theme is:  “It is Important to vote because . . . “
GUIDELINES:

1. Students must write an essay or poem of at least 100 words, but not to exceed 500 words, related to the theme.  The title is not included in the total word count.

2. The format for entries is as follows:

a. The poem or essay must be in the student’s own handwriting*, in ink, on ruled paper, front side only.

b. The original must be submitted for judging.  Entries become the property of Kansas PTA.  Students wishing to have a copy of their entry must copy it before submitting the original entry.

c. No identification or markings of any kind should be on the front of the entry.  The student’s ID number should be written lightly in pencil on the back of the entry.

*Developmentally challenged students may type the original work or dictate to another person.  Transcribers are not to alter the grammar or form of speech of the student.

JUDGING:
1. Entries are judged on originality of thought, organization, support of thoughts, neatness, overall compliance with the theme, and effective use of poetic elements.  (Use of poetic elements:  If a student begins the poem with every line rhyming, every other line rhyming, or no lines rhyming, or a “rap” element, this pattern should be consistent throughout the poem.)  While correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar are to be used, entries will not be penalized for errors.

2. Entries must be legible in order to be judged.  Eraser marks, strike outs and use of whiteout are to be avoided whenever possible.

3. 7th and 8th grade entries will be judged separately.

4. First, second and third place winners will be selected for both the essay and poetry divisions for 7th grade and for 8th grade.

5. The first place entry in each division will be sent to the Shawnee Mission PTA Area Council to compete against other Shawnee Mission middle school entries.
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