 “Success within reach” CG plans
Time: 1.5 hours

1. Buffer time to settle down, share blessings of the week and lunch

30 mins

2. Activity








20 mins

3. Begin sharing of the word






30 mins

4. Planning of exam goals and action points.




10 mins

Activity

Aim: 
To pass through numbers 1 to 15 in sequences to reach “promise land”.

Materials: 

15 cards with numbers 1 to 15 written on them

Blue tack (or any sticky stuff)

Prepare:

Put the 15 cards on the ground, not in order. 
For example:

	1
	5
	8

	10
	14
	3

	7
	9
	13

	12
	2
	6

	4
	11
	15


* Make sure you use sticky tape or blue tack to keep cards from flying.

How to play:

· The care group can play together OR

· Break your care group into 2 groups consisting of 4 – 5 people

· Then select your “Joshua and Caleb to spy the land” meaning select 2 people from each team to look at the “land” that you have created using the numbered cards. They are to come back and plan with the team members how to cross over the “land” in the shortest time.

The team will have to finish “crossing the land” by stepping cards 1 to 15 in sequence. And every time a member steps on a card she will have to say the number.

Let say you have a 5 people team; using the table above, we will start with 1, having one person (Mary) stepping on the card, second person (Magdalene) on 2, third person (Ruth) on 3, forth (Esther) person on 4, fifth person (Eve) on 5… 
So 6 – 15? The person nearest to card 6, who is Ruth, will step on card 6 at the same time calling out the number. Then for card 7 either Mary or Esther may take.
However, whenever someone steps on the wrong card or miss a number, the entire team will have to start again. Each team will have to play this game twice to compare the timing for the both tries. If there are two groups playing, they have to play twice too and then compete against each other for the fastest time.

Learning points:

· Knowing what we want to achieve sets us to plan

· Planning allows us to achieve our goals in a faster time

· Planning shows us the direction to achieve

· Achieving our goal brings satisfaction

· For competition between two groups: 

We can explain that no matter who wins the loser team will still feel satisfied that they did the second try better with better strategies….

· For one group playing only: 

We can explain that the team feels satisfied that they did the second time better with better strategies….

A success learning journey

Philippians 3:12-14

12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
Paul wrote this letter when he had already served God for 30 years.
1. Past: Evaluate with honesty (v12a,13a)
Paul did not let his past affect him. Forgetting the past is not evading the past, but not dwelling in it. Don’t even let your past successes make you complacent. The enemy of our future success is our past success. The victory we achieve in the past does not guarantee our victory in the future; we still have to work hard to be successful.

Philippians 3:10-11

10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Paul was honesty about his standard, not reaching perfection. (Elaborate with his experiences from the bible)
· People who do not evaluate with honesty will give excuse to justify themselves. 
· People who evaluate with a condemning spirit will come to the point of giving up. 
· People, who don’t evaluate, try not to face their standards. 
· People who fail aren’t failures, but just failing to fulfill a task. 

Evaluate with an objective mind. Not only evaluate “what went wrong?” but also evaluate “what went right?” Evaluation is not condemnation.

Examination is not everything says Mr. Prime Minister Lee… but it definitely is something… so work hard!
2. Present: Walk with single-mindedness (v13)

Though Paul many times are throw with difficulties, problems and setbacks, one thing which makes him an attractive man in the bible is that he never give up.. Never! Through out his experiences in the book of Acts from his conversion to his sharing of the gospel and to his death (please briefly explain), he never gave up on his passion to tell people about the grace his received. He is convicted about what he wants to do and set to do it regardless of what happens.
2 Cor 4:8-11 - Paul’s hardship.
8We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. 
People who are distracted cannot have success. They have no idea of what they want to aim for thus grab anything that comes along the way. Like chasing trends (boy bands, hand phone models…) which we will never reach the final destination as there is no end to trends. Be focus and have the right attitude. Don’t just grab anything that comes along the way; select what you need and what you don’t. Single-mindedness is not to do one thing, but to focus on a big picture and do anything you need to reach it.
Acts 14:22

22strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said.

3. Future: Strive towards perfection (v14)

Paul is idealistic. Christians need to be idealistic because our God is idealistic and perfect. You will never reach what you never planned for. God’s plan for mankind is perfect.
Matt 5:48

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
We can never reach perfection in this lifetime but we can be better than who we were yesterday. Never give up just because you can’t reach what you have set to, because even if you don’t reach the sky, you hit the clouds. 
It is better to complete 70% of what you plan then 100% of what you never plan.

As we being to be closer to perfection, we will be leaving imperfection far behind in no time… don’t just look at how far perfection is, do look at how far you are away from imperfection.
Heb 6:16-20

16Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument. 17Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 18God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. 19We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.

2 Tim 4:7-8

7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

Do set goals of what you want to achieve for your exam results. You will never achieve them until you set them and then grab whatever you need and do whatever that is necessary for you to achieve them.
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