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Education:

1996 Massachusetts Institute of Technology
B.S. Computer Science, with humanities concentration in economics.

2003 Harvard University

Ph.D., Neurobiology, Advsior: Dr. Clifford Saper. Thesis on hypothalamic regulation of sleep and
computational modeling of sleep stability.

Awards:

1995 Membership in honor societies Phi Beta Kappa (humanities) and Sigma Xi (science).
1998-2003 National Research Service Award (NRSA) for Ph.D. study.

Post-doctoral work:

2004-2005 Howard Fields lab, UC San Francisco

Cyclic voltammetric measurement of dopamine during aversive behaviors, in collaboration
with Dr. Paul Phillips at University of Washington.

2005-2008 Peter Holland lab, Johns Hopkins University

Identified and characterized novel GABAergic nucleus critically involved in aversive
behavior. Region is denoted the rostromedial tegmental nucleus (RMTg), and sends
massive inhibitory projections to midbrain dopaminergic neurons. Anatomic work was done
collaboratively with Dr. Daniel S. Zahm of St. Louis University.

2008- Research Fellow, National Institute on Drug Abuse
Further studies on the RMTg, its roles in opponent processing, and its modulation by
opioids.
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Dr. Howard L. Fields, University of California at San Francisco, hif@gallo.ucsf.edu
Dr. Peter C. Holland, Johns Hopkins University, pch@jhu.edu

Invited Talks:

Jan 2009 (date to be determined). Hosted by Dr. Robert Schwarcz, University of Maryland School
of Medicine.



Jan 22, 2008, St. Louis University. Hosted by Dr. Daniel S. Zahm, “The Good and the Bad:
aversive processing by a GABAergic afferent to midbrain dopamine neurons”.

May 21, 2005, Ameland, Netherlands, Hosted by Drs. Clifford Saper and Gert Holstege, Anatomy
of the Soul conference, “Neural Mechanisms of Freezing and Passive Aversive Behaviors”.
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In preparation: Jhou TC, Saper CB, “An opioidergic pathway for primary taste reward”.
In preparation: Jhou TC, Holland PC, “Anterior cingulate cortex role in outcome representation”
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