Requirements of New System

General Objectives

Generally speaking, I have two types of objectives that I need to consider. Quantitative and qualitative, quantitative are objectives that can easily be measured, these often include the amount of time it takes to complete a task or how many times you have to enter data. Qualitative objectives are, objectives than can not easily be measured but are just as important to the project, these objectives often include increasing efficiency or making the system more user friendly.


However my system will also add several new things that the current system does not have, such as easier student-to-student and class-to-class statistic generation, objectives like these are hard to fit in to either category.


A general objective of mine for the system is to add two major things. One thing is an automatic mail merge, the mail merge will automatically print out letters for form tutors alarming them that a student in there form will be taken out on the intervention strategy, this does not fall under quantitative or qualitative objectives.


Another general objective would be to improve system safety by adding ‘backing up’ to the system, currently the system is backed up on a memory stick, this obviously not the safest way to back up. It may also create a problem if the system size grows too large.


My final general objective is a complete system ‘flush’. This will be used so that at the end of each school year, my end user can simply clear the system of all current data and start again easily and quickly. A major problem with the current system is how long it takes to set up, using a system flush I would be able to eradicate that problem.

Quantitative Objectives
1. My first quantitative objective is for the system to automatically work out a students residual based of there achieved and target grade, this used to be done manually, but will now be done automatically, this should save a lot of time for my end user.

2. My second will need the system to automatically flag intervention dates. My end user will only have to enter a short amount of a data once. (e.g.  The date for the intervention strategy and residuals of students who need to go on it) 

My project has few quantitative objectives, as the new system is asked to add a lot of new features, that make it difficult to compare against the old system, as things that were not possible before are now possible.

Qualitative Objectives

1. My first qualitative objective is to add a form of validation and verification to the new system, currently the old system has zero validation or verification and is prone to error.

2. I also aim to add security to the system, currently the current system has no security, other than what the network offers.

3. Male vs. Female reports to be reports easily and automatically as well as teacher to teacher. This will create easier analysis of the class in question.
4. Automatic production of underachievers and over achievers. The system will need to generate reports on students who are not performing well enough or who are over performing

5. Analysis of results vs. predicted results, this will be used to notice any trends with people doing poorly or people doing well.

6. The system being able to flag up key dates, not just for the intervention strategy but for deadlines and other important dates.

7. Easier analysis.
