Today, I’m going to give a brief introduction to 3 probes: Pioneer 10,11 and Galileo.





Pioneer Project History


The Pioneer 10 & 11 Spacecraft Missions are two of a series of eight spacecraft missions managed by the Pioneer Project Office at NASA, Ames Research Centre. The following is a brief description of the other Pioneer Missions.





Pioneer 10            


�





Mass: 258 kg�


Pioneer 10 was launched on 2nd March 1972. Its mission was to explore what lies beyond the asteroid belt then escape OUT of the Solar system!  It is the first spacecraft ever to pass by the asteroid belt and take up close images of Jupiter. Today, it is OVER 7300000000 (7.3 billion) MILES away from the Sun!!!! (11680000000 km = 10.82 light hours!!!!!!!!!!!) It has made valuable contributions to our understanding of the Jovian planets. 





QIUZ: When did this space probe’s mission end?





Issit A:1977 B:1982 C:1990 D:1997 Anybody knows???? Yoohoo!!! Why so quiet????

















OK la…..the answer is D. Pioneer 10’s mission ended on 31st march 1997(wah…..damn long sia ?  )








As of now, Pioneer 10 is still being tracked and it sends back weak signals. It is heading towards the constellation Taurus. It’ll only reach there in 2000000 years time! Oh, by the way, it’s being tracked for a purpose you know(you think government too much money ah?)


It’s being tracked as an attempt to further study a new field called Chaos theory!!!!











Pioneer 11





Mass:259kg





Pioneer 11 is the sister ship of Pioneer 10. It was launched on 5th April 1973. It too went over to take Jupiter’s beautiful surface and then headed off to take Saturn too. Unfortunately for this guy, it’s mission ended on 30 September 1995, when the last transmission from the spacecraft was received. Its electrical power source exhausted, the spacecraft could no longer operate any of its scientific instruments, nor point its antenna toward Earth. The spacecraft is headed toward the constellation of Aquila (The Eagle). 


Pioneer 11 may pass near one of the stars in the constellation in about 4 million years.














