Political and Education Philosophy
I focus on education for a life of contribution in the private sector, where our productive, wealth-creating, and self-sustaining future exists. I develop and build the content of my courses around the principles of the market economy. A series of over-riding beliefs are incorporated into my courses which serve to anchor us in what is fundamentally important in these turpulent and unstable times.

What are some of these beliefs?
· I believe that competitive and productive effort can over come obstacles, solve problems and achieve goals.  I believe that human beings can make a difference in the world in which they live, and that we are not predestined to an ignominious fate.

· I believe that political and economic freedom are of paramount importance in releasing creativity and productivity. Equality under the law and personal responsibility are critical elements for a free society.  

· I believe that sacrifice--savings--is a necessary prerequisite to progress. Consumption of everything produced, with no investment for the future, is the most certain blueprint for the decline of society.

· I do not believe we live in a fixed-pie society.  We can affect the total productivity and quality of the lives we live.  Efforts to squabble over a fixed pie not only politize our lives, they predestine us to smaller shares of the future than we could otherwise enjoy.

· I believe that equality under law is based on contribution and inequality of reward, and by using the same criteria are not only appropriate, but the necessary conditions to provide important incentives which act as the driving forces of much of our contribution to society.
· I believe in a system not forced into conformity with some master plan among us that make us interesting and useful to each other. I think this is as true in the philosophical and artistic as it is in the economic realm. Freedom from conformity releases the juices of creativity and our differences become strengths of our association, not hindrances to our existence. Thus, I insist on a system that recognizes our differences as individuals from each other, and turns those differences to positive use rather than attempting to eliminate them.
· I believe in the freedom to fail (without public assistance).  We must be free to bear the positive and negative consequences of our actions.  Both are important to our individual growth and contribution to society.

· I believe that freedom and security are not mutually exclusive terms to the individual and society.  A free society is a more secure society.   In fact, he who decides to give up his freedom for security neither deserves both and will end-up sacrificing both. 

· I believe that in a competitive system, all who participate receive benefits from it, whether or not they are big winners. The only people who lose are those who fail to try, or those denied the opportunity to try (e.g., government denial of privilege to compete).  We dedicate ourselves to the elimination of artificial barriers to equality under law for all human beings. Racial, religious and sexual barriers are anathema to us.
· We should practice a healthy skepticism of large and powerful government because we think history has clearly demonstrated that such structures move rapidly from being of the people toward being over the people, and freedom is lost in the balance. Our intolerance of monolithic power is consistent across the business, labor and government spectrum. I suspect, furthermore, that as a society we gain relatively little from the establishment of legal (discriminatory) monopolies in comparison to open competition in markets.
· Overall, I favor a society based on the importance of individual choice, individual effort and individual responsibility. I endorse free enterprise and the unhampered competitive market for ideas and things as a way to insure our happiness or property.
· I also believe in a diverse approach to learning which can involve online learning, discussion groups, case studies, projects, experiences and opportunities in the community with the intent of not force-feeding culture but sparking interest in the creative endeavor of which humans are capable.
· Finally, I believe that effective education is much more than what one person can do to another (one-way communication). Also, it is more than what two people do together (two-way communication).  Rather, effective communication and education resembles a facilitating process or experience which is called Three-Way Teaching (TWT).  TWT begins with the instructor teaching the student (one-way facilitating), the student then interacts with or provides feedback to the teacher (two-way facilitating), and finally, the student teaches the group (or three-way facilitaing).  When students and the teacher apply this process to its fullest, truly remarkable things happen.  It is both a challenging and rewarding experience. Utimately, the three-way teaching style prepares the student to be effective in a variety of roles in their personal and professional lives.
Any feedback on the issues stated above from any one is always much appreciated.
