                      War Was Seen By a Victim

War was seen as red, a bloody color when I was a child.  I saw the war, touched it and tasted it.  During that innocent childhood time, in the village where my family barely managed to live, I learned how to protect myself, using my little hands to covering my head every time the cannons blasted closed by or a helicopter was roaring, with the rockets spitting fire over the top of the great bamboo trees.  I considered myself a lucky child who knew what a fighting-tank is and how to crawl to an underground shelter quickly when it approaches.  I also had numerous chances to see a decomposing body that had been mutilated by grenades and bullets.  I remember crying and embracing barely recognized corpses that were once my sister, friends, and teachers.  The moon at night began to look as if it was soaked with blood to my young eyes.  I thought I had escaped the Vietnam War when it ended 30 years ago.  However, I am now faced with another war that is currently raging, the Iraq War.  People say that the war in Iraq poses a similar image of the Vietnam War.  To me, they would be likely identical if the U.S retracts their army and leave the Iraqis stranded without aid.  The U.S. army is there and should remain there to provide support to the Iraqis who are seeking freedom and democracy for their Land until the situation stabilizes and they have enough power and strength to build their Land by themselves. 

Some say the combat in Iraq should be left to the Iraqis.  It is a civil war the United States should not be involved in, just like the Vietnam War.  However, the American troops are currently there to help the people there achieve some resemblance of freedom.  Saddam Hussein is a dictator.  His regime is nepotism.  A lot of innocent citizens had died in injustice.  This is the reason why America troops have been called out.  And proudly, most of the young soldiers enlisted voluntarily.  They are there to help the Iraq people build their democracy.  They have witnessed the horrible things the Iraqis have to face.  These American soldiers devote their live to helping people that are not Americans.  They are heroes.  The Iraqis are going to remember them; and here, we are honoring them.

Just two months ago, a book called “A Sense of Duty” written by Quang Pham received an SCBA 2005 Book Award.  The author is a Vietnamese-American.  He was a refugee who came to America when he was 10 years old.  After graduating from UCLA, he decided to join the Marine Corps.  With 7 years served in the line of duty and 6 years in the reservation, he now is a Squadron Leader.  “I did what my father has done for his country, Vietnam” he stated.  He has contributed the operations in Kuwait and Somalia, and he is currently serving in Iraq.  His father was a former officer of the South Vietnam regime who always encouraged him do what he believes is right and serving for their homeland is a duty that they should proudly carry out.

Friends, you are young and able men.  Do not let people those who have never experience wars, its horror and misery negate the objective of this war.  They stand freely, wealthily far from the war and let prejudice crowds their mind.  Try to find out for yourselves what the American troops have done for Iraq.  They have brought many good things to the Iraq people, things they have never dreamt possible.  Be yourselves, pay attention to your own awareness, and listen to your heart and what it tells you to do for your country.  Fight for the justice, the freedom, and the people who love democracy and hope for peace.  This is a war we should support in any way we can.  Be proud to be an American who always defends for freedom and is ready to maintain democracy at any cost.  Do not let the Iraq war end up like the Vietnam War. Thanks, Cuong.

Painfully, bad media, in the form of news or the Internet, has the same way of spoiling the noble sense of the War that we are involved in, the Iraq War.

They are counting the number of our soldiers who have been killed in action every single day!  Ironically, they intentionally pay no attention to what the troops have done for Iraq country.  This is absolutely not fair.  This is a disgusting, unilateral action.  They seemingly make the war distorted and cause misconceptions among us, especially the troops who sacrificed their lives for Democracy.

Friends, let’s bring our heroic soldiers back to where they deserve to be.  The war, a tearful parting is inevitable.  However, all of the death of our soldiers should be honored and remembered.  Do not let the filthy things confuse you.  Do not abandon more than twenty million Iraq people who were seeking back their lives.  Do not let them once again fall into the bloody, cruel hands of the bad Iraqis.  There are about ten thousand of them, insurgents who adore the dictatorship and were being nourished by some groups that surely related to Al-Qaeda.  They have lured the poor Iraqis who have needed money for their starving families to kill our soldiers by suicide attacks.  You, indirectly and the troops directly have helped the good Iraqis find their path of light.  They are almost there.  Do not break their hope heartlessly.  Be proud of what our soldiers have done and are going to do.  Certainly, part of the victory is yours as well.  Thanks. Cuong
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