                                         Reflective Thoughts of a Student
December is here at Silicon Valley.  The cold weather is covering everything and bringing the sad, pitiful white color into the air making people feel depressed.  The final days of the year are around the corner waiting to be counted.  It is the time for everyone to write resolutions, reviewing what they have done all year, and reassessing their priorities.  Coincidentally, the 1A students are about to take their final.  This is a really good time for them to look back, remember and uneasily picture the path they have gone through.  To me, there is an unexpressed sadness when I reminisced over every detail, the notes that I wrote, the lessons Steven timely sent out, the essays I struggled to write, the discussions I hectically posted along with my classmates, and the e-mails I quickly sent out for questioning.  These are all valuable memories for my life as a student, a student who has almost forgotten what it felt like to be a student.   

How does one write well in English?  Practicing and knowing how to express thoughts are the two essential factors.  Due to this, English 1A has clear objectives and goals that students need to meet in order to equip themselves with a writing skill that befits college level.  This is a good point for students to strive for and overcome.

My class is an online class; therefore, it is flexible and helpful for me to attend.  Thanks to the Internet, a high speed information super-highway, everyone now has a chance to somehow re-polish their rusty brain and musty life through taking online courses.  Looking back over what I have accomplished makes me extremely proud of myself.  I remember the first essay assignment “Say What? Bumberstickers,” which was a strange and vague subject.  That was a test thrown at us by Steven, who, I later found out, is a talented teacher with a skillful plan set out for his class.  Then, another essay subject that is hard for me to forget – “The Shadow.”   Next, an included sample essay is confusing to understand, which I have to read many times to partially understand.  An abstract subject needs time in order the paper to be written well.   However, this is a new technique that students probably have not mastered.  Students learn how to quote, summarize and paraphrase.  What are the differences among quoting, paraphrasing and summarizing?  They need to be clear on how to apply it to a paper, especially on the research paper.  Once again, Steven has tried to test the students on what they have learned in the course so far by the Midterm timely essay, in which, he required students to know how to quote, summarize, paraphrase and express their thoughts on a specific issue.
On top of these assigned essays, there is also a research assignment that has been mentioned.  All of the knowledge that the students were taught was employed and used for the research paper.  To help the students prepare for writing the research paper, another type of essay was introduced the Interview essay.  The students became acquainted with the type of questions used for interviewing: factual questions, definite questions and last but not least, thought questions.  Amazingly, this proves to be a useful technique for the research paper.  Another important key for a perfect research paper is proper citation.  This was prepared through the essay on “GE Foods.”  Through writing this essay, the students learned and practiced proper citations in MLA style and how to cite the books, articles, journals, newspapers, magazine articles, and Internet sources.    Finally, a Story Essay helped students implement their writing skill.  To avoid the unsatisfying subject instead, Steven has blown a fresh air to his class.  He has stirred up the heavy environment of his class by assigning a contemporary topic, a war story.  This was the last paper and also a remarkable moment in his class.  He truly has sharpened the picture that has been sometimes blurred.
What have I gained from this course?  To me, and maybe to some other students, this poses an interesting question.  Surely, my writing skills have improved.  Although, a semester looks like a relatively short time for gaining any skills, this course has been a helpful and I have learned and practiced by following the methodological instructions assigned to me.  I have acquired the type of knowledge that I can use for the long route ahead.  Thank you for the wonderful teaching.  Teaching is beautiful activity; it is an art that people dedicate themselves to in hope of assisting others. A marvelous assisting is certainly eternal.  
Cuong, 2005

