      My City, San Jose

   
  San Jose is named Silicon Valley, a valley with a lot of high-tech companies ranging from startups with twenty employees to multi-million companies with tens of thousands of employees. These workers are working around the clock to bring new technology for perfecting human lives. The city truly lives up to its name - it is a city in the center of modern technology – mainly developed by materials in which silicon plays an important role. There are many newspaper articles, speeches, movies and films referring to this wonderful place. However, underneath all the glamour, there is a hidden side to the Silicon Valley only its inhabitants and very few outsiders know about. 

     
 Dennis Cass, in his essay “Let’s go: Silicon Valley”, shows the reputation of the city of San Jose by calling it “the self-proclaimed Official City of the New Millennium.” San Jose is also the center of electronic giants with famous companies such as Intel, AMD, Apple, Netscape, and many others. The city, “once known for its fragrant white-blossomed orchards” has its plains replaced by “purple office-parks majesty.” The look of a high tech city is concrete with no greenery at all. Old historical buildings are replaced with new glass pane covered sky high buildings. The new technology while providing ease to our daily lives, also “damn us with eighty-four work weeks and repetitive-stress disorders.” People instead of being outside in the nice open air; lock themselves “inside the concrete bunkers with mirrored windows.” 

The technology burst provides more employment opportunities, an expanding economy, and changes people lives. However, in its path of pursuing the high tech fever, San Jose has forgotten something fundamental: humanity. “Almost everyone I’ve met claims it’s not about the money, but about the passion,” but they are slaving away inside “buildings of greenish glass windows set in dull gray cement.” Also, it seems as if the city has forgotten about the rest of the world. With its blooming economy, “What is [it] doing to solve the world’s problems, to end hungers and despair?” Everyone is contained within the high-tech bubble and is content on living out their daily hectic lives consumed with the desire to obtain the best financial and social position. The inhabitants forget to put their creativity in helping to alleviate other issues beside those that are technology related. But “regardless of what happens, we’re all sign up for Silicon Valley existence in the long term.” 

     
 Nowadays, technology is used to measure the strength of a country. All countries in the world have been changing their attitudes about technology. An example is technology’s impact on schools. Students can obtain information at a faster pace than a decade ago with the help of technology. Calculators can do square roots in less than a second. Computers can help students by providing programs such as word processing, email, and online researches. Computers are even able to eliminate calculators by providing programs to compute mathematical equations.

     
 In addition, there are many marvelous tools that come from modern technology such as TVs, CD players, digital radios, DVDs, automobiles, and airplanes. These inventions are all made from silicon, a revolutionary material of the twentieth century. These inventions enable you to watch news from all over the world, talk to people via a digital cell phone that engages signals from satellites, see and talk at the same time with a modem and special software that enables a video capture over the IP. All of these technologies and their impact on people’s lives persuade them, especially the ones from the Silicon Valley that they must continuously seek and further invest their time for the ultimate purpose of having an improved life.

 
Why not go ahead and look forward to San Jose becoming a better place for new technology. San Jose, a city of ambition and a center of start-ups will bring people to the highest level of living compare to other cities. Someday, we can enjoy a long trip to other planets at a speed near the speed of light on a jet that is controlled by digital technology made mostly from silicon invented by the people from Silicon Valley. 

     
Although Silicon Valley is a place where people have lack of their enjoyment                        of nature, lock themselves up in a big blocked building for long hours of working to achieve something that called the magic revolution of the millennium of the micro technology, I still believe that San Jose, a Silicon Valley, is a great place for people who like to challenge their lives with modern inventions. Also, it is a nice valley with nice weather that helps grow natural flowers and miraculous silicon material, materials that make mundane things become fantasy things that truly surprise others’ imaginations.   
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