First Century Christianity – Growth and Projection

A.  Religion as an integral part of  history.

1. Historical studies that exclude religion are void of one of the major passions and driving forces that contribute to the ongoing development of humanity.   

2. What is the definitive reason for attributing significant emphasis to the birth and growth of Christianity?

a) The presence of the Church throughout recorded history.

b) The continuing impact and influence of the Church on society. 

B.  Summary of the text – pp 198-203.

1. Conversion. 

2. Assimilation.

3. Adjustment.

4. A brief mention of Augustine of Hippo.

C.  Timeline of major first century events (4 BC – 90 AD).

1. Ministry of Jesus     (26 – 30 AD).

2. Ministry of St Paul  (48 – 60 AD).

3. The first generation Christian explosion (30 – 60 AD) as recorded in the book of Acts.

4. Destruction of Jerusalem (70 AD).

5. The development of the Christian Canon (The Holy Bible).

a) General acceptance of a complete canon by 100 AD

b) Athanasius of Alexandria 367 AD.

D.  Apocalyptic writings and future projection.

1. The relevance of Apocalyptic literature ( 90 AD ) to contemporary society.

a) What are Apocalyptic writings?

b) What was the date and origins of Apocalyptic writing?

2. Why should these writings be considered important in the realm of 

            historical study?

3. What is the final message of Apocalyptic writings?

