FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
April 21, 2003

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Sometimes a crumb falls from the tables of joy,
Sometimes a bone is flung.

To some people love is given,
To others, only heaven.

Luck 
by Langston Hughes

Burning Coal Theatre Company

to present Triangle Premiere of Lynn Nottage’s African-American Odyssey

Crumbs from the Table of Joy

Burning Coal Theatre Company will present Lynn Nottage’s Crumbs from the Table of Joy, directed by Carmen-maria Mandley, May 29 – June 15, 2003 at the Kennedy Theatre in the BTI Center for Performing Arts, 2 South Street, Raleigh.  Tickets are $15 or $13 for students, seniors and active military.  Sunday, June 1 is “Pay What You Can” day.  The performance on Saturday, May 31st will be audio described and sign-language interpreted.  For further information about Crumbs from the Table of Joy or about Burning Coal Theatre Company, please call 919.388.0066 or visit our website at www.burningcoal.org.

ABOUT THE PLAY

Crumbs from the Table of Joy is a delightful and poignant, coming of age comedy set in 1950s New York City prior to the Civil Rights Movement.  It  details a Florida family’s search for peace, acceptance and the American Dream.  The father, Godfrey, is determined to commune with his spiritual leader, “Father Devine”.  Godfrey believes Devine to be in Brooklyn because of a return-address on a mail order item he received, so he packs up his teenaged daughters and heads north.  Awaiting them is a long-lost aunt, Lily Ann, whose political and social attitudes do not correspond to those of the pious Godfrey.  A battle is then pitched for the attention of the two young daughters.  Fearing that his two daughters are siding with Aunt Lily Ann because they have no other female role model in the family, Godfrey suddenly marries a German woman, Gerte, who he meets on the subway.

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT

Lynn Nottage is a playwright from Brooklyn. Her most recent plays include A Walk Through Time (a Children's musical), Crumbs from the Table of Joy (nominated for NAACP award), Mud, River, Stone (finalist, Susan Smith Blackburn Prize), Por'knockers, Poof! (Heideman Award) and Las Meninas 

(AT&T onStage award). They have been produced Off-Broadway and regionally by The Acting Company, Actors Theatre of Louisville, the Alliance Theatre, Buffalo Studio Arena, Crossroads Theatre, Freedom Theatre, Playwrights Horizons, San Jose Rep. Second Stage, South Coast Rep, Steppenwolf, Yale Rep., the Vineyard Theatre and many others. She completed a new play, Intimate Apparel, set in the boudoirs of New York during the early 1900s.  She recently finished filming an adaptation of her one act play Poof! for the American Shorts series on KET/PBS scheduled to air in 2003. Ms. Nottage has been awarded Playwriting Fellowships by Manhattan Theatre Club, New Dramatists and the New York Foundation for the Arts. She is also the recipient of a Playwrights Horizons' Amblin/Dreamworks Commission and a NEA/TCG(99/00) grant for a year long theatre residency at Freedom Theatre in Philadelphia. An anthology of her plays will be published by TCG in 2003.  In addition her work will be featured in The Fire this Time, an anthology of African American playwrights due this fall. She is a member of New Dramatists and a graduate of Brown University and the Yale School of Drama, where she was awarded a John Beinecke Fellowship for 2002-2003. 

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Carmen-maria Mandley (Director) is a local director/Actor/Playwright and has worked up and down the East coast. For BARE Theatre (Raleigh), she directed Much Ado About Nothing and Coriolanus. For Raleigh Little Theatre: Macbeth, The Two Gentlemen of Verona, Mother Hicks, Oak and Ivy, Secret Garden, Henry V, etc.  For Shakespeare & Company (Massachusetts): Cymbeline, A Midsummer Night's Dream, Hamlet, Macbeth, Comedy of Errors, etc.  Professional Acting Credits include work with Shakespeare & Company (Lenox, MA), Theatre 219 (Chicago), The Orlando-UCF Shakespeare Festival (Florida), Per4mants (Orlando, FL), Civic Theatres of Central Florida, and Burning Coal Theatre (Company and Watership Down).  Carmen's Next endeavors will include producing a completely teen written, directed and acted new works festival at Raleigh little Theatre, and going to Blue Lake, California during the summer to study at Del Arte. Carmen-maria Mandley is a member of Burning Coal Theatre Company.

ABOUT ‘SPEAKING OF THEATRE’
Dr. Assad Meymandi will lead the first Burning Coal “Speaking of Theatre” night on Saturday, June 14th.  He is a Raleigh psychiatrist, Distinguished Life Fellow (American Psychiatric Association), and alumnus of the George Washington School of Medicine.  He has been named by his alma mater's Alpha Chapter of Alpha Omega Alpha, the Honorary Scholastic Medical Fraternity, inductee of '03 class. Meymandi was chosen because of his contributions to medicine, the arts, music, philanthropy and the humanities. He is scheduled to speak to the GW Medical school AOA graduates at the induction ceremonies on May 15, in DC. For further information, please contact Gary Malakoff. MD, FACP Secretary, Alpha Omega Alpha, the George Washington University School of Medicine, 2150 Pennsylvania Avenue. Suite 2-105 South Washington, D.C. 20037, e-mail: gmalakoff@mfa.gwu.edu. 

For further information about Burning Coal Theatre Company or Crumbs from the Table of Joy, please contact Simmie Kastner, Managing Director, at 919.388.0066 or visit our website at www.burningcoal.org.
COAL�
�















