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Burbage Primary School

Headteacher's Report to The Governors

Summer Term 2009, for the meeting Wednesday 29th April
Pupil Numbers and School Organisation

We have emerged from the downward trend of pupil numbers with another reasonably large group (46) due to start in ’09-10. The very uneven distribution of pupil numbers across the year groups will present some issues of large classes when children are distributed for the next academic year. A distribution table can be found below, but please note that this is a preliminary attempt at distributing pupils and a better solution may emerge after further consultation.
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Handover Issues
I telephoned Julie Ward last week to extend an invitation to come into school as often as she would like prior to the end of the summer term. Julie and I will speak again before the half term to set aside some time in our diaries for meetings and opportunities for familiarisation. During the summer holidays it is likely that I will be taking a one-week holiday commencing 28th July. I will be taking a longer holiday commencing 24th August so I will need to hand the keys over on or before the morning of 24th August. Unless my plans change I will be available during the summer holidays from 3rd to 21st August.
With Governors permission I recommend copying my computer files onto an external hard drive which I will take home with me and store securely for a period of twelve months. During this period I am happy to provide support if required.

Staffing

I am very pleased to report that Mrs Gresham has returned to work and seems fit and well.
Mr Horvath underwent a hip operation during the Easter holidays and is making a steady recovery. During Mr Horvath’s absence Mrs Shaw and Mrs Hawkins are sharing the SENCo role. Governor approval for SENCo allowance (two months each) required.

Mrs Bailey is to be appointed to cover Miss Smith’s maternity leave from May 11th (includes one week handover). Governor approval required. 

Mrs Whitham is to be employed on a supply basis to undertake KS2 PPA whilst Mrs Bailey is covering Miss Smith’s maternity leave. Governor approval required. 

I recommend that Miss Shimwell be awarded a permanent contract (MPS2 from 01.09.09). Pupil number trends indicate a need for a permanent member of staff to re-establish our Head+11 staffing establishment. Governor approval required.
Mrs Whitham is to be employed on a supply basis to undertake KS2 PPA whilst Mrs Bailey is covering Miss Smith’s maternity leave. Governor approval required. 
Building
Dave Taylor visited last week to plan for the replacement of the playground line markings which were lost when the Dovedale building was erected.

Fingerguards are now installed bar one where attachment is proving difficult.

I recommend the erection of a small barrier at the edge of the adventure playground to prevent children falling or jumping down onto the path.

I have designed some signs in the same style as the main school sign to be erected on the Dovedale Building, Milldale Building and Main Entrance. Pdf file attached. These are much cheaper, approximately £40 each, than the pressed aluminium plaques recommended at £185 each!

We have planted a large number of trees alongside the new path.
Raiseonline

This was published just before the Easter holidays, approximately five months late. I have circulated the document by e-mail previously. For the Raiseonline document to serve any impact on existing Y6 children it needs to arrive no later than mid autumn. I have spent some time looking at the document. The general impression is that we are performing well at both KS1 and KS2 when compared with similar schools and all schools nationally. I am happy to answer any questions governors may have.

LEA Financial submissions

We need to submit Annexes 1, 5 and Statement of Best Value to the LEA without delay. These documents will be available at the meeting though a full and thorough discussion about the good state of the school’s finances was held at the last Finance Committee meeting.

Curriculum

I have been particularly proud of our children on a couple of occasions recently. We performed a dance at the Derbyshire Headteachers’ Conference for which we were awarded a ‘Performance Award’ by Cllr. Alan Charles. Just recently quite a few of our musicians have received ‘Grades’; one child has achieved ‘Grade 5’ for violin which is almost orchestral standard. Our musical instrument teachers, unsung heroes in my opinion, are due a bit of recognition for their efforts.

Sex and Relationships Education forms part of our two-year rolling programme and is timetabled for this term. I have a duty to inform Governors that there will be a meeting for parents on 13th May at 5.00 p.m. and that parents will be made aware of their statutory right to remove children from some aspects of the lessons if they so wish.

Geocities
Sadly, Yahoo is closing down the Geocities free web service. This has implications for the Governors and the school. Fortunately, I understand the LEA is developing its own web facility for schools which is due to be made available very soon. 

Dates for summer term
May 
4th and 5th
School Closed


11th-15th
KS2 SATs


15th 

Cake Sale, Mrs Hawkins’s / Mrs Shaw’s children


18th 

Class photos with helicopter


22nd 

Close for half term holiday

June
1st

School reopens


8th-12th

Y6 residential visit


16th

Induction Evening for new parents


18th

Presto Puppets performances


23rd

Sports Day (26th if wet)

July
6th

End of term productions this week (dates to be confirmed)


10th

School reports issued


15th

Buxton Community School evening for new parents


18th (Sat.)
Summer Fair


23rd

School Closes

Andrew Guttmann

28th April 2009
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