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Burbage Primary School

Headteacher's Report to The Governors

Spring Term 2009, for the meeting 28.01.2009
I am pleased to welcome Mick Betteridge, School Improvement Partner, to the meeting. Mick will be discussing the recent QDD process and School Improvement Review Record.
Staff

I am pleased to report that Mrs Gresham had her knee operation last week and early indications are that she is making good progress.

I am sure you will want to join with me in welcoming Miss Shimwell onto the staff. The ‘team-teaching’ approach in the Early Years / Foundation Stage is working well.

Mrs Gangakhedkar has worked with us since the commencement of PPA time in 2005. Currently, Catherine works approximately three days per week. Catherine is, justifiably, seeking some security so I recommend we offer Catherine a two-day permanent contract, with the additional day’s work continued on a supply basis. This would have a neutral impact on the budget.

Miss Smith will be taking maternity leave from 17th May. I am sure the governors will want to join with me in congratulating Miss Smith and her partner, Mike, on their impending arrival!

I am delighted to report that Gayle Hammond had a little girl, Naomi, on 30th December. More congratulations…….
May I say how impressed I am that members of staff and governors are doing all they can to boost pupil numbers. Their devotion to duty is quite remarkable!

I have had four telephone calls and appointments about the headship vacancy.

Financial matters.

I have had some preliminary discussions with our budget officer in County Hall. Initial indications are that we should have a carry-forward of about £17,000. This concurs with my calculations. It will be useful to look at figures in more detail at the next Finance Committee meeting. As I am leaving at the end of this year I wanted to make sure that the various sources of funds (Travel Account, School Fund, General Budget) are settled to conventional levels, consequently I have transferred funds from privately held accounts to the General Budget to offset building costs as described in the ‘Financial Recovery Plan’. I am pleased to report that the Dovedale Building is now entirely paid for and the school’s budget remains in credit.
Environment

Angus McFadyen is making an application to the national ‘Free Trees’ scheme for trees to be planted alongside the new path.

Construction work to establish the new music room is complete. I shall include a planned expenditure in next year’s budget to provide new library furniture so that this job can be completed before summer.

I am still waiting for the contractors to contact me regarding the new fences and gates.
Pupil Numbers

I am pleased to report that we expect to receive 44 pupils in the academic year 2009-10. This represents an increase for the second successive year. As yet I have no information about the dates of birth of the children and therefore cannot predict how the intake will affect staffing requirements.
Andrew Guttmann
26.01.09

_1199011286

