Assessing children’s potential and progress at Burbage Primary School.

Report for Governors, 12th March 2008

Criterion referenced tests are tests which measure children’s competences. They are, put simply, ‘can do’ or ‘can’t do’ tests. The children take criterion referenced tests from the age of seven to eleven to establish the children’s progress through the levels of the National Curriculum. The children take the tests in May each year and the results show how well the children’s skills and knowledge match the learning objectives in the National Curriculum. 

Each subject in the National Curriculum is subdivided into levels which are hierarchical from level 1 to level 5 (in primary schools).

We expect children of average ability…..
	By the end of
	Age
	To
	Level
	
	Level

	Reception
	5
	Be starting to work within
	1
	
	

	Year 1
	6
	To have  mastered the majority of skills in
	1
	And be starting to acquire some skills within
	2

	Year 2
	7
	To have  mastered the majority of skills in
	2
	And be starting to acquire some skills within
	3

	Year 3
	8
	Working within
	3
	
	

	Year4
	9
	To have  mastered the majority of skills in
	3
	And be starting to acquire some skills within
	4

	Year 5
	10
	Working within
	4
	
	

	Year 6
	11
	To have  mastered the majority of skills in
	4
	And be starting to acquire some skills within
	5


We have a system for tracking children progress in the National Curriculum levels, see Annex 1
Not all children are average! Not all children are the same! So our task is to find out which children have the potential to do better than the average child and which children should not be expected to keep up with the average child. If all children are working as hard as they can and learning to their full potential it is inevitable that children will make progress at different rates. Fundamentally we want our children to be happy at school and to make the best possible progress. Therefore we need to be reasonable in our expectations and ensure that individual children are challenged accordingly.
There are many reasons why children make good or slow progress. These include ability, attitude, expectations, application, enthusiasm, support from home, friendship issues etc. Some of these issues can mask ability e.g. a very hard working child who has neat handwriting and is generally compliant can give the impression that he/she is very able when, in fact, may be of average ability.
So that issues of attitude etc. do not mask ability we use standardised tests to measure learning potential. These tests (Verbal and non verbal reasoning) are designed to measure a child’s capacity to learn using mental agility and problem solving techniques. They are called standardised tests because the scores are converted into norm referenced scores which take children’s age into consideration. Consequently we do not expect these scores to change (much) over time. However, it is important to conduct these tests on a number of occasions to eliminate rogue scores. Children who do well in these tests will master new skills and learn more quickly than other children. Consequently we should expect these quick learners to make better progress through the National Curriculum levels. 
We also conduct standardised tests in English and maths. We use these tests to confirm (or otherwise) indications gained from the VR and NON VR tests. Statistically, it is important to compare tests of a like type only.

The standardised test scores fall in the range 70-140 where 100 is average.

We would expect children with scores in the range 95-105 to learn according to the pace identified in the average progress chart above. Children with scores below 95 and certainly children with scores below 90 will find it very difficult to achieve level 4 by the end of Year 6. Children with scores above 105 and certainly children with scores above 110 should find level 5 accessible and attainable. However, because there are subject variations (science is easier than maths) standardised score thresholds are not the same for each subject. See annex 3
We keep a record of children’s standardised scores and National Curriculum (statutory) test results. See annex 2

We will discuss the progress of three children, Anne, Brian and Charlie.
Hope all this makes sense!

Andrew

