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Burbage Primary School

Headteacher's Report to The Governors

Summer Term 2007, for the meeting Thursday 3rd May

Building

Work on the new roof has commenced. The contract was won by Midland Roofing and the project is being managed by Jim Swannack from Derbyshire’s contracted maintenance services. It is anticipated that this work will take twelve weeks.

Work on the new building is due to start in August. I have been contacted by Robert Ely, an architect from ‘Atkins’, who has been asked to draw up the detailed plans for the building. 

Teacher-Governor

I am pleased to report that Alison Ling has volunteered to step into Mrs Hammond’s role whilst she is on maternity leave.

Finance

The new financial year has commenced. Annex 1 has been uploaded onto the school’s management system in the format agreed at the last Full Governing Body meeting

Staffing

Mrs Hammond leaves for maternity absence today (Monday 30th April) and is due to return in twelve months. Mrs Hammond has asked me to convey her thanks for the many good wishes she has received. Sally Bailey was appointed, from a strong field of candidates, to cover the teaching of Mrs. Hammond’s class.

This appointment needs to be ratified by the full governing body.

The appointment of a TLR2 to replace Mrs Collis is proving to be problematic. The original job description specified ‘Mathematics Leadership’ as the primary role with ‘KS1 Day-to-Day Management’ as a subsidiary role. Unfortunately we only had six candidates, many of whom did not address the primary role in their letters of application. Alison Ling and I reviewed the advert and job description and we felt that the expectations were made perfectly clear in the information sent out to candidates; consequently, after consultation with Roger Cooper and Frank Dent, we decided not to proceed. We have since decided to re-advertise the post with  ‘Mathematics Leadership’ as the priority but allowing candidates to specify their subsidiary interests. This will, hopefully, attract a broader field of candidates and include KS2 teachers. This will also provide Alison Ling with scope to address KS1 issues as part of her Deputy Headteacher’s role. The closing date for applications is 14th May. Interviews to be held w.b. 21.05.07 (date to be confirmed).

Curriculum

We hope that attainment in the core subjects has improved to the extent that we can focus more on foundation subjects, particularly history and geography. Currently Mrs Collis working on a whole-school history display which will take the form of a timeline in the hall. Miss Robinson is devising a project with a geography focus. Furthermore, following the outcome of the recent QDD process the whole school will be embarking on a themed week early in the autumn term on the subject of ‘Caves and Caverns’. A further idea for a themed week is a whole-school trip to Chester Zoo which would lead to creative work in all foundation subject areas.

KS2 SATs commence w.b 14th May

Miss Ling and Miss Smith will be taking our Y6 children to Cloverley Hall in Shropshire during the week of 18th June.

Last week I attended a ‘Raiseonline’ course (Reporting and Analysis for Improvement through School Self-Evaluation). Raiseonline replaces the PANDA and provides some quite sophisticated data relating to the progress and attainment of our children. Raiseonline uses colour coded blocks and graphs to show school performance. I have e-mailed everybody a copy but I would not recommend printing it off unless you have an abundance of printer ink. I will endeavour to explain the various codes and charts at a future date.

Dates for the Summer Term

08/05  
AG, RC Safer Recruitment course

10/05

RC collect cheque from Masons, Old Clubhouse, 5.45 p.m.

w.b. 14/05
KS2 SATs

w.b. 21/05  
Optional SATs

21/05  
AG, RC Safer Recruitment course

23/05

Parents’ Assoc. ‘Auction of Promises’

25/05  
Parents’ Assoc. Cake Sale

w.b. 28/05
Half term

07/06

RC, AG ‘Extended Schools’ course

13/06

New Parents’ Induction Evening

14/06

Sports Day

15/06

Parents’ Assoc. Cake Sale

w.b. 18/06
Y6 to Cloverley Hall

29/06

Burbage Summer Show

01/07

Parents’ Assoc. sponsored bike ride

04/07

Governors’ Meeting

05/07

KS2 production 1.30 & 7.00 p.m.

12/07

KS1 production 2.30 p.m.

13/07

KS1 production 10.30 a.m.

13/07

Parents’ Assoc. Cake Sale

18/07

Y6 Leavers’ assembly, 2.15 p.m. and part at 6.00 p.m.

19/07

School closes.
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