Burbage Primary School

Headteacher's Report to The Governors

Summer Term 2005, for the meeting of 4th May

Curriculum Issues

Please find below our past results and existing targets for KS2 SATs results. We have, as usual, provided booster sessions and differentiated group work for our Y6 children in English and maths. Practice tests have been undertaken and results, whilst variable, are quite encouraging. Teachers, including myself, report that the work the children have been capable of doing in normal lessons is not quite as advanced as in some of the previous cohorts. KS2 SATS commence on 9th May
Targets

	%
	
	Level 3
	Level 3/+
	Level 4
	Level 4/+
	Level 5
	Level 5/+
	Level 5*/6

	2003
	English
	6   
	100
	57  
	94*
	34
	36
	2

	2003
	Maths
	9   
	100
	51 
	92*
	38
	40
	2

	2004
	English
	5   
	100
	33
	96*
	56
	63*
	7

	2004
	Reading
	5
	100
	33
	96
	63
	n.a.
	n.a.

	2004
	Writing
	20
	100
	50
	80
	30
	n.a.
	n.a.

	2004
	Maths
	0   
	100
	37
	100*
	58 
	63*
	5

	2005
	English
	3
	100
	43
	98*
	55
	n.a.
	n.a.

	2005
	Reading
	3
	100
	43
	98
	55
	n.a.
	n.a.

	2005
	Writing
	20
	100
	40
	80
	40
	n.a.
	n.a.

	2005
	Maths
	5
	100
	40
	95*
	55
	n.a.
	n.a.

	2006
	English
	7
	100
	37
	93*
	56
	n.a.
	n.a.

	2006
	Reading
	4
	100
	22
	96
	74
	n.a.
	n.a.

	2006
	Writing
	15
	100
	37
	85
	48
	n.a.
	n.a.

	2006
	Maths
	7
	100
	32
	93*
	61
	n.a.
	n.a.


Results

	%
	
	Level 3
	Level 3/+
	Level 4
	Level 4/+
	Level 5
	Level 5/+
	Level 5*/6

	2001
	English
	
	94
	
	80
	
	22
	

	2001
	Maths
	
	94
	
	73
	
	35
	

	2002
	English
	
	100
	
	97
	
	59
	

	2002
	Maths
	
	98
	
	84
	
	52
	

	2003
	English
	
	100
	
	94
	
	15
	

	2003
	Maths
	
	100
	
	81
	
	34
	

	2004
	English
	
	98
	
	84
	39
	
	

	2004
	Maths
	
	100
	
	93
	39
	
	

	2005
	English
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2005
	Maths
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


We will be commencing Sex Education again this summer for our KS2 pupils. I ran a meeting for parents on 28th May to discuss our Sex Education policy and share some of the support materials with parents. Martin Hughes attended and may wish to comment from a parent’s perspective.

Miss Ling and Miss Rigby are taking our Y6 pupils on a residential visit to the Lake District during w.b. 6th June. This is a big responsibility and it is important that staff have our support if they decide not to take one or more children on the grounds of unreliable behaviour. We should thank Miss Rigby and Miss Ling for their efforts.

Activity Days are planned for Y5 and Y6 children at The Community School

Mrs Smith and Miss Ling have offered to organise a drama production with Y6 children. The performance will be on 7th July, 1.30 p.m. and 7.00 p.m. and Governors are welcome to attend.

Finance and Admin.

This year’s budget allocation has enabled us to provide the PPA time for teachers with substitute teachers. Many schools have not been able to afford such provision. Our estimated carry forward is £32000 which is less than 5% of the budget and within acceptable limits. After double-checking my figures since the finance meeting it has been necessary to make some adjustments. The Annex 1 is attached for governor approval.

We were visited by the LEA’s auditors on Wednesday 13th April. Verbal feedback at the end of the day indicated they were generally very happy with our accounts and administrative procedures (amongst top 25% schools). We await their report.

We must approve the balance sheet for the school fund.

Staffing

We need to approve the appointments, on a supply basis,  of Mr J.Pocock, Ms Nadine Weston, Ms K.Lawrence, and Ms S Kellett to cover the aforementioned PPA time from September. I will explain at the meeting how we intend to resolve this matter.

We have decided to make some staffing changes to develop expertise and to support areas where staff have extra skills to deploy.

· Mrs Thornhill moves from reception to R/Y1 and becomes responsible for Literacy at KS1 and boys’ learning.

· Miss Rigby moves from R/Y1 to reception and becomes responsible for Induction and the Foundation Stage curriculum.

· Miss Robinson moves from Y1/2 to Y2 and becomes responsible for music at KS1

· Mrs Gresham moves from Year 2 to Year 5

· Mrs Hawkins moves from Y4 to Y1/2

· Miss Johnson moves from Y5 to Y4 and provides support for PE

Building and grounds

As you are aware Tom Levitt visited school last term. David Lewis and I had a useful meeting with him and we were able to make a strong case for improvements to accommodation. Mr Levitt offered to lend his support by writing to the LEA. We have since received a reply which is attached. I shall comment on some issues in the reply.

More recently we have been visited by Joan Wilcox who, as part of her QDD support programme, has looked specifically at the impact of the environment upon children’s learning opportunities. Mrs Wilcox was particularly concerned about the design of KS1 rooms, commenting that the rooms are “awkward in shape with walls sticking out in inconvenient places”. She was also concerned about the “smelly old toilets” and the amount of space taken up by ICT equipment. In KS2 she again made reference to the toilets and also the pit props in the temporary building. So what happens next………?

Pupil Numbers January 2006

	
	Year Groups
	

	Classes
	RJ
	RS
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	
	

	LR
	17
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	27
	KS1

	JT
	
	10
	15
	
	
	
	
	
	25
	

	CC
	
	
	30
	
	
	
	
	
	30
	

	DH
	
	
	10
	17
	
	
	
	
	27
	

	SR
	
	
	
	28
	
	
	
	
	28
	

	NS
	
	
	
	
	33
	
	
	
	33
	L

KS2

	RH
	
	
	
	
	14
	18
	
	
	32
	

	GJ
	
	
	
	
	
	34
	
	
	34
	

	HG
	
	
	
	
	
	
	34
	
	34
	U

KS2

	JS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	16
	17
	33
	

	AL
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	34
	34
	

	
	17
	20
	55
	45
	47
	52
	50
	51
	337
	


This table is for illustration of how classes might be organised in 2005-6. Further discussion will be undertaken with staff.

Andrew Guttmann

28th April 2005

Attachments will be provided at the meeting. I do not have data copies to e-mail. If you require these papers earlier please call in to school.
