BURBAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Minutes of a meeting of the FGB held on Thursday 6 July 2006 at 7.00 pm.


G042/06
PRESENT:
Roger Cooper (Chair), Andrew Guttmann, (Head Teacher), Martin Hughes, Janine Frost, Frank Dent, Claire Duncan, Joyce Allwright, Paul Chetwood, David Lewis, Barbara Hartley, Gayle Hammond, Ken Airey and the clerk. 

G043/06
APOLOGIES:
Apologies received from Huw Bowen, Andrew O’Malley and Nicky Smith.  Reasons for absence were given and apologies received and accepted.

G044/06
DECLARATION OF BUSINESS INTERESTS

No business interests were declared.

G045/06
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 4 MAY 2006

The minutes were then accepted as a true and accurate recording of the meeting.

G046/06
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF 4 MAY 2006



G036/06 – Claire Duncan and Andrew Guttmann had met to too look at the G&T Policy which had been issued at a conference they had attended and paid special attention to the policies relevant to the school.  There is already considerable provision for G&T but they agreed it would be useful to establish links with other bodies outside the school to see how they are dealing with this issue. It was agreed that G&T is difficult to assess as a great deal of what is being done in the school is already covered by the policy.  

G039/06 –The date of the governor/staff social has been set for Tuesday 19th September at 6.30pm in the school hall.

G047/06
ACCOMMODATION

Roger Cooper said that no major decisions have yet been made as we have not yet received the money promised for the replacement of the terrapins. It is looking like August 2007 for commencement of the building.  Before this commences, it is important to receive input from staff on the alterations required for the layout of the classrooms.  Roger said it would be best to start to think of the way forward at the meeting in September by which time the money should be available.  

Roger Cooper confirmed that the Section 106 bid for the Otterhole Development has now been agreed and that £50,000 has been allocated towards education although how much and when it will come our way remains to be seen.  Martin Hughes asked if there were plans for temporary accommodation whilst building took place.  Andrew Guttmann replied that, at present, there are no plans as to where the building will be situated until we have explored all the options.  

G048/06
MATTERS TO BE RAISED BY THE HEADTEACHER

Andrew Guttmann paid tribute to the staff for the success achieved during the school year.  Everyone has worked extremely hard including the pupils.  Andrew said that, in the recent sports events, the school had won everything they had participated in.  In the cross-country event, Burbage saw 5 girls coming through to the winning post. The school had also won the swimming gala.  Andrew said that it is clear that the children are accessing extra curricular activities which are paying dividends to the school’s achievements.  Claire Duncan commented that a link will be available on the website which will give access to all the clubs available outside of school.  

Andrew also said that the Parents Association had had a very good year, culminating with a very successful Summer Show raising £2700 for school funds with well over 500 people attending.  Andrew also said that links with the local community were also much improved.  The Junior staff had put on a fantastic drama production to end the school year.  Andrew said that the children have been involved in a rich variety of activities which have enhanced the schools profile.  The induction evening for new parents was also much improved.

Despite being strong academically, Andrew said that there is consistent quality in all other non-curricular activities.

Andrew also confirmed the appointment of Catherine Taylor to replace Mrs Thornhill who is retiring at the end of this term.  Catherine is a newly qualified teacher who will be placed on a one year temporary contract.  Two teaching assistants were also appointed, Jennifer Gray and Sally Gould, both of whom have ideal experience and transferable skills.

Andrew asked if the governors could formerly approve their appointment.  David Lewis proposed and Joyce Allwright seconded the motion.

Andrew went on to issue the SATS results for 2006.  In all areas, the results were double the national figures.  KS1 results are lower than in previous years, but we are still in advance nationally.  This could be as a result of the cohorts which vary from year to year.  Martin Hughes asked if this was as a result of teacher assessments.  Andrew said it could have made a slight difference but would not account for the scoring.

The teacher assessment at KS2 done in the classroom produced very good results with a good cohort of children.  Continuous assessment by teachers of the pupils has been beneficial.  Andrew also confirmed that what has made a big difference is tracking children’s progress and teacher’s targets with continuity in work and the curriculum.  Andrew said that this year the children have come as close as possible to meeting their potential.  

Andrew said that the KS2 tests showed that, in writing, the trend is very encouraging compared to the national statistics. We are double the national figures in English and treble in writing at Level 5.  It is a very good set of results to get over 98% passes across the board at Level 4.  

The KS2 targets for this academic year had been very high and the results have been achieved.  

Roger Cooper reiterated Andrew’s thanks to all the staff and everyone involved for a very successful year and excellent set of results.  


ANNEX 1

G049/06
MINUTES AND REPORTS OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS



All Committees have been reviewing their individual policies which are mentioned in 

the Minutes and are now displayed on the school website.



Development (23 May 2006) – these have now been issued and are on the website.

Curriculum and Resources (6 June 2006) – these have now been issued and are on the website.

Finance (6 June 2006) – Since the committee had met, Roger Cooper had received a letter from County Hall with respect to a sum of £6,000 for annual broadband connection.  Martin Hughes commented that this amount seemed extortionate when domestic customers only pay in the region of £20.00 a month.  Roger asked if Martin would be happy to follow this up and report back at the next meeting.  Martin agreed.  



Environment (6 June 2006) – these Minutes have still to be issued.  ACTION : A’OM

Pay & Performance (12 June 2006) – These had been issued but are confidential and would not be displayed on the website.

Personnel (12 June 2006) – Frank Dent apologised for not circulating these prior to the meeting but they have now been issued on the website.

G050/06
MATTERS TO BE RAISED BY SPECIALIST GOVERNORS
Special Needs – Claire Duncan is currently reviewing the SEN policy.  Nothing to report on History.

Literacy/English – Roger Cooper had nothing to report.

Numeracy/Maths – Martin Hughes had nothing to report.

Health and Safety/Science/ICT – Andrew O’Malley – absent from this meeting.

Gifted and Talented – Claire Duncan – reported earlier in the Minutes.


Child Protection – Janine Frost reported back after the meeting she had attended in Matlock which had been very interesting.  Janine asked if all parents had been CRB checked if they were assisting in school and with outings.  Andrew Guttmann confirmed that they had been checked.  Janine also asked if Andrew and staff were aware of the DVD available about safeguarding children and Andrew said that the school did  have a copy.

G051/06
CURRICULUM AREAS
Art – Joyce Allwright – nothing to report.

Geography – David Lewis – to arrange a meeting with Stephanie.    ACTION : DL

Music – Frank Dent – nothing to report.

PE – Paul Chetwood – nothing to report.

PSHE/Citizenship – Huw Bowen – absent from the meeting.

RE – Janine Frost – nothing to report.

D&T – Ken Airey – to arrange a meeting with Andrew Guttmann.
     ACTION : KA


G052/06
CORRESPONDENCE


No correspondence to report.


G053/06
SCHOOL PROFILE

Roger Cooper and Andrew Guttmann had completed the school profile, which is now on the website schoolprofile.parentscentre.gov.uk. In the search box type in ‘Burbage Primary School’ and click ‘Burbage Primary School’ on the page that appears next. The profile will then be displayed.

G054/06
OTHER MATTERS


Andrew Guttmann said that there had been some appeals for places within the school for the next academic year.  There was currently an appeal for a place in a Y5 group which would take the year group up to 34.  Andrew Guttmann said he would be attending the appeals process and was supported by the governors.  Andrew said it was not possible to have classes of 30 or more in KS2 because of the size of the classrooms.  One teacher, he said, was buying smaller tables so that she could create more space in the classroom.  Andrew said that 32 is the absolute limit when floor space could only accommodate 29 pupils.  


Roger Cooper expressed his thanks to the governors and to Louise McNeil, our clerk, for their valuable contributions to the school and also for their support for him as Chair of Governors. In turn Paul Chetwood thanked Roger for his dedication and hard work since taking over the role of Chair.
G055/06
CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS


Nothing to report.

G056/06
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

Full Governing Body: 
Monday 25th September – 7.00pm





Wednesday 15th November – 7.00pm





Wednesday 24th January – 7.00pm

Wednesday 21st March – 7.00pm

Thursday 3 May – 7.00pm

Wednesday 4 July – 7.00pm

Committee Meetings:   To be arranged at the FGB meeting in September 2007.



MEETING CLOSED AT 9.00pm
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Signed…………………………….
Dated………………………

           Roger Cooper (Chair)


