BURBAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Minutes of a meeting of the FGB held on Wednesday 22 June 2005 at 7.00 pm.


G149/05
PRESENT:
David Lewis (Chair), Paul Chetwood, Andrew Guttmann, (Head Teacher), Carol Collis, Andrew O’Malley, Donna Hawkins, Martin Hughes, Barbara Hartley, Julia Marsden, Janine Frost, Roger Cooper, Frank Dent and the clerk.

G150/05
APOLOGIES:
Huw Bowen.  Reason for absence was given and apologies received and accepted.  It was noted that John Wilson’s term of governorship ended on 20 June and that Jonathan Parkes had resigned as Vice-Chair and as a governor on 21 June.  Replacements for governors would be duly elected in September 2005.  David Lewis confirmed that he would write to both John and Jonathan to thank them for their contribution as governors. 






ACTION : DL
G151/05
DECLARATION OF BUSINESS INTERESTS:  none declared.

G152/05
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 4 MAY 2005



Accepted as a true and accurate record.


.

G153/05
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF 4 MAY 2005



School Website


Andrew Guttmann said that he had had no response from parents to his newsletter sent out before half term.  Therefore, the website policy was agreed as a policy document.


Charities (G140/05)


Frank Dent confirmed to the meeting that the policy with respect to charities was agreed at the Personnel Committee meeting held on 16 May 2005 and are now displayed on the website.  Frank therefore asked the meeting to approve those charities that the school has selected to support.


Lake District Trip (G141/05)


The trip to the Lake District by Y6 pupils with Deputy Head Alison Ling and  Lorna Rigby along with parent helpers had been a resounding success and the children had all behaved very well.

G154/05
MATTERS TO BE RAISED BY THE HEADTEACHER

(a) No report issued.

(b)
Andrew Guttmann asked if Andrew O’Malley would like to comment on the visit by Cllr Alan Charles to the school with two of his colleagues to look at classroom size.   Andrew O’Malley said that the school together with the governors had explored all avenues and at how frustrating it was becoming.  The response by Alan Charles was predictable but sympathetic and he commented that he had to compare our school against others which might be worse off.  Alan Charles was given a tour of the classrooms and he noted the bad designs and layouts but pointed out that we were better off than some schools.  Cllr Charles placed emphasis on replacement of the terrapins but no timescale was given.  A great deal has already been spent on repairing them which may place the school further down the priority list when it comes to other options.  

The option of reorganising four classrooms in the school into two was discussed whilst keeping the terrapins for occasional use or even storage of resource materials to create more space in the main building.   Alan Charles was non-committal about when this would happen and how the funding would be applied.  Andrew Guttmann said that there was not enough money in the school funds to make allowances for these changes.  Andrew O’Malley commented that we need to keep pressing our case with the LEA.

However, Andrew Guttmann did detect a more encouraging tone from Alan Charles and he did seem to be genuinely concerned and complimentary about what the school had already done with the building so far.  

Andrew Guttmann said that the letter from Joan Wilcox, following her QDD visit, was not particularly helpful but David pointed out that her letter doesn’t indicate the amount of time she spent in the classrooms.  The brief time she could spend in each class would not demonstrate the important relationship between the restricted space and the limitations on teaching and learning.
Andrew Guttmann told governors that the school is extremely busy as it moves towards the end of terms with events happening each week and teachers writing up school reports.  He invited governors to attend any of the events listed.  Dates for these were recorded in the minutes of the meeting held of 4 May.

(c)
Governor Training
David Lewis asked if anyone wanted to attend governor training courses but no-one came forward expressing interest in courses listed.

G155/05
MINUTES AND REPORTS OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

(a) Curriculum and Resources – minutes of 16 May are displayed on website.  

(b) Development – minutes of 16 May are displayed on the website.

(c) Environment – no meeting held.

(d) Finance – no meeting held.

(e) Pay & Performance – no meeting held.  A meeting will be arranged to discuss replacement for Jonathan Parkes.

(f) Personnel – minutes of 16 May are displayed on the website

G156/05
MATTERS TO BE RAISED BY SPECIALIST GOVERNORS

(a) Special Needs – J Parkes has resigned – need a new governor to be elected at the next meeting in September.

(b) Literacy – R Cooper had met with Mrs Thornhill to discuss literacy. ANNEX 1 attached. Numeracy – M Hughes commented that he had had a separate meeting with the Parents Association who said that they didn’t know who the literacy governor was.  Roger agreed to meet with the PA at their meeting on 29 June 2005.  Julia Marsden asked Roger about the sharing of good practice and Roger explained that teachers are doing this through PPA time, interaction through use of whiteboards and Mrs Collis pointed out that a written record is being kept of the sharing of information.  

David Lewis said that he could benefit from a snapshot of how whiteboards are used in the classroom and Mrs Collis invited him to come along and see the children using them.

(c) Numeracy – M Hughes - nothing to report

(d) Health & Safety – A O’Malley – nothing to report

(e) Child Protection – J Marsden – nothing to report

G157/05
CURRICULUM AREAS

Art 
J Wilson – governorship expired – election for replacement at meeting in September 2005.

English 

R Cooper – report already made 

Geography 
J Parkes resigned – new governor to be elected

History 

H Bowen – absent from meeting

ICT 
Andrew O’Malley – two new whiteboards had been ordered, one for Miss Smith and the other for Miss Rigby. 

(a) Maths – nothing to report

(b) Music – nothing to report

(c) PE – nothing to report

(d) PSHE/Citizenship – nothing to report

(e) RE – nothing to report

(f) Science – nothing to report

(f) D&T – Julia Marsden commented that the design a dog activity is going well.

G158/05
CORRESPONDENCE

Statement on best value was viewed by the governors and accepted and signed by David Lewis.

G159/05
OTHER MATTERS

David Lewis told the meeting that his time as a governor comes to an end in September.   He commented that he would be happy to remain a governor but did not want to be re-elected as Chair.  Frank Dent moved to appoint David as a governor for another term.  Martin Hughes seconded the appointment and the meeting was in unanimous agreement.  At the next meeting, appointments need to be made to find a replacement for Jonathan Parkes and John Wilson.  

Martin Hughes wanted to highlight some of the concerns raised in Jonathan Parkes’ resignation letter.  After some discussion, it was agreed that Martin Hughes said he would do an analysis of Jonathan’s letter and would put together an agenda for discussion at the meeting in September.  

ACTION : MH

G160/05
CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS 

Miss Smith was now back in school full time.

G161/05
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

FGB meetings : Thursday  22 September 2005 at 7.00pm.  Remaining dates for 2005/2006 to be organised at this last meeting along with the Committee meetings.



Meeting closed at 8.15pm.
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Signed…………………………….
Dated………………………

           David Lewis (Chair)


