CCCNJ Sunday Sermon

A MISSION STATEMENT FROM JESUS

Vol. 2 No. 020224

A MISSION STATEMENT FROM JESUS
MARK 10:32-52

Pastor Andrew B. Pigott
Chinese Christian Church of New Jersey
February 24, 2002

ission statements are short declarationsthat precisely describe what people
M consider the most important reason for their existence. Today | want to

consider one of several statements made by our Lord that very beautifully
summarizes His mission here upon this earth. That statement is recorded in MARK
10:45 and MATTHEW 20:28. “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give Hislife aransom for many.”

| would like to first consider this statement by itself. Then | would liketo
consider the statement in light of the eventsthat surround it. And, finally, | would
like to consider how the truth declared in this statement should be reflected in our
own lives.

First, the statement considered by itself. Let me paraphrase this statement
in an attempt to catch a glimpse of its beauty. “The One anointed to be King over
all the nations came into this world, not to fulfill His own selfish ambitions, but to
serve God; and God' s will was for Him to suffer and die so that others might have
eternal life.” Thisparaphraseis not aquote from scripture. Itissimply my attempt
to interpret thismission statement of Jesus Christ, astatement that sumsup themain
reason for Hiscoming to earth asaman. Let menow explainwhy | haveinterpreted
Christ’s statement the way | have.

In trying to understand the meaning of this mission statement, the first
thing | came across was the term “Son of Man.” | interpreted “Son of Man” as
meaning Messiah or the One anointed to be King over the nations.

Jesus liked to call Himself “the Son of Man.” The phaseis used 94 times
in the New Testament. And each time the phrase is recorded in the gospels, Jesus
used it to talk about Himself. Thereis only one exception. It was the time when
peoplewhowereangry with Jesussaid, “ Y ou say the Son of Man must belifted up?
Who is this Son of Man?’

In the Old Testament we find verses like PsaLm 80:17, where the phrase
“Son of Man” means “the One who is at God' s right hand, the One who God has
raised up for Himself.” Peoplewho knew how the term was used in Old Testament

scriptureswould understand it to mean Messiah. And, Jesus clearly understood the
termto refer to HisMessiahship. For instance, when Hewastalking to Nicodemus,
Jesus said, “ Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must
belifted up.” Itisabit curiousthat, when Jesus used the term, He did not say, “I,
the Son of Man, must be lifted up.” Perhaps the reason why Jesus did not do this
is because He knew the popular concept of Messiah was one who would come as
either a military leader or a political leader. Jesus wanted people to change their
understanding of who the Messiah was before He identified Himself with the term.
But the term “Son of Man” and the concept of the Messiah—that is the One
anointed by God to be King—these two things were linked together in Jesus' mind.
And | believe those who heard Jesus talking about “the Son of Man” would aso
hear it as adirect reference to the Messiah. Jesus did not say “a Son of Man”. He
said, “the Son of Man.” “The Son of Man came.” He was not created; He came.
This suggests existence prior to His coming. The King came with a purpose, and
the purpose existed before He came, and that purpose was to be a servant.

But, what kind of servant are we talking about here? Who did Jesus come
to serve? Itiseasy to assume that Jesusis talking about serving people; however,
| believe that the One He primarily came to serve was God the Father. In fact, the
best way Jesus could serve people was to serve God the Father, because God loves
people and will always work to help people receive the best.

Remember that these words were spoken right on the heels of our Lord's
encounter with the rich young ruler. The ruler was an example of a person who
worked hard to treat people in aright way; but in doing so, he had failed to serve
God theway that he should have. Perhaps one reason he was so wedlthy is because
he was so good with people. But he needed to be good with God.

Jesus came, not to be served. He did not have His own agenda. He
emptied Himself of all selfish ambitions so that He could serve God. First, and
foremost, He came to serve God and to do God’swill. The first words spoken by
our Lord, recorded in LUKE 2:49, were spoken when Jesus was just twelve years
old. He said to His parents, “Don’t you know that | have to be about my Father’s
business?’ And, in JOHN 6:38 Jesus said, “ For | have come down from heaven not
to do My will but to do the will of Himwho sent Me.” Jesus came to serve God,
and it was God's will that He minister to the needs of people. | believe it is
important for usto seethe order of thingsin thisway, especially aswe consider our
role of imitating Christ.

As Jesus was serving God, what did His Heavenly Father require from
Him? How did God want the Messiah to minister to the needs of people? The
answer isfound in the last part of the mission statement. God wanted Jesusto give
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His life to be a ransom for many. Without this point, we stand in awe as we
consider aKing emptying Himself from all ambition to serve His Heavenly Father,
but we hear no gospel. Without this point, all we haveisalofty ideal that isfar too
high to reach ourselves. We need thislast statement if we are to have any hope of
salvation. God's will for the King was for Him to suffer and die so that many
people could be saved and experience eternal life.

And so, we conclude our brief survey of the mission statement alone. But
now | want to place this statement back into its context and view it from that
perspective. The overal setting for this mission statement is the whole story of
Jesus Christ, the Servant of God. It takes in the first words He spoke and includes
all of Histeachings. Thisbroad settingincludes His death and His resurrection and
His ascension and the pouring out of His Holy Spirit into the lives of those who
believe so that Hiswork of service can continue. That is the larger setting for this
mission statement. Theimmediate setting isthe paragraph that beginswith verse 32
and ends with verse 52.

After dealing with the rich young ruler Jesus resumed His journey to
Jerusalem. Jesus led the way. Following, probably at some distance, were the
disciples who were amazed at their Lord’ s determination to go to Jerusalem. And
following after the disciples were the crowds who were afraid.

So, the Lord makes the journey that would end in Hispassion. Inasense,
He walked alone, because no one else could understand completely. The twelve
discipleswere amazed and the crowdswere afraid. After awhileJesusgathered the
twelve around Him and explained in detail what would happenin Jerusalem. It was
in that context that James and John brought their request to Jesus. Jesus answered
their reply in akind way. But when the other ten disciples became angry, Jesus
answered them with arebuke. Then comes the mission statement. And then the
story of Jesus healing Bartimaeus. This is the immediate context of the mission
statement. Now let’s see how it al fits together.

First of al, Jesus’s mission statement declares that He came to serve, and
thestory tellsusthat the pathway of service God the Father wanted Himto takewas
apathway that would lead Him to Jerusalem. It was the place where all the forces
that were determined to kill Him had gathered. That accountsfor the amazement of
the disciplesand thefear of the crowds. And Jesuswas going to Jerusalemto allow
Himself to bekilled by these evil people. Suchisthe pathway of service God called
Himto travel. But, the end of the journey would be victory for God. Those who
hate truth can only kill the body. After they have killed the body, there is nothing
morefor themto do. But, after the body iskilled, the truth hasitsvictory. Victory
comes after the pain. The resurrection comes after the cross. Thiswasthe pathway

of service that Jesus shared with His disciples.

| am told that one reason why few people want to enter into full-time
ministry these days is because they know it will result in agreat deal of suffering.
| can testify that people who think this way are right. When a certain person
determines to serve God full time, whether or not they are paid to do so, it isamost
guaranteed that person will be hurt. But my experience aso tells me that victory
followsthe hurt. Many peoplewill never change until they have had the chanceto
lash out at others who are good, causing them hurt and pain. And with so many
people, they will never change for the better until they seethe person they have hurt
loving themin return. When we choose to serve God we embrace this principle as
away of life. It becomes our pathway of service.

The request from James and John was in response to our Lord' s sharing
about the pathway of service that would result in victory. People usualy interpret
the request as being selfish. They say that James and John wanted to have high
positions so they could control other people. The Bible doesn't tell us what their
motive was for the request, but | personally don't think their motive was bad. |
think the other ten disciples thought their motive was bad and selfish, and that is
why they becameindignant. But | would guess and even hope that James and John
came to Jesus simply because they desired to be close to the King and use their
influenceto hel p other peoplethe sameway Jesusused Hisinfluenceto help people.

People who desire to become a pastor or an elder or a Sunday school
teacher or aleader of asmall group can do so because they want to use the position
to manipulate outcomes. But they can also desire the position, because they hope
to have an influence on people that will be good and bring glory to God.

| would like to believe that James and John made their request with agood
motive. They said they werewillingto travel the pathway of suffering, even though
they did not understand what that meant. No one can really understand the pathway
of suffering until they have experienced it themselves. But at |east James and John
knew about the pathway in theory, and they were willing to travel it.

Jesuswaskindintheway Heanswered James and John. Headmitted them
into thefellowship of Hissufferings. Hetold them, in effect, that positions of honor
did not matter at all. The positions of honor are prepared for those who earn them.
They are not given upon request. Jesus could not guarantee them the positions of
honor, but He could guarantee them that they would be counted as being worthy to
sharein His sufferings.

The rebuke that Jesus gave was not areaction to the request of James and
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John; rather, it was a reaction to the indignation of the other ten disciples. They
were the ones who misunderstand the meaning of leadership in God's kingdom.
Jesus told them that leadership in God's kingdom has nothing to do with control
over people. Obviously they did not understand that adesireto bealeaderinGod's
kingdom isadesire to serve that expresses itself in sacrifice.

And so, asKing of God’ s kingdom, Jesus proclaimsthat His missionisto
serve God in away that expressesitself in sacrifice. Through the sacrifice, and as
adirect result of the sacrifice, people would be reconciled to God. Jesus said in
effect to the ten and the two, to the twelve, and to al their successors through the
ages, “If you redlly want to know what it means to be a leader with authority and
power, you must come this way with me.”

And then, we come to the incident of the blind man, Bartemaeus, being
healed. Those who were following Jesus rebuked the blind man. But, let's
sympathize with these peoplefor amoment. Eventhoughthey could not completely
understand everything Jesuswas saying, they could understand that Hewhat Hewas
doing was very, very important. Jesus was on a very high mission, and a blind
beggar must not be alowed to interrupt him.

| have seen people get very irritated when they areinterrupted whiletrying
to read the Bible or study the Biblein preparation to teach and preach. | have seen
people get upset when, during their quiet meditation with God, someone comes
along with a need.

But here, we see Jesus stopping and calling to the beggar and healing him.
The greatest and highest things must find away to express themselvesin the things
that seem small and insignificant. The great things spoken in our Lord’s mission
statement are now illustrated when Jesus stops what He is doing to minister to the
need of a blind beggar. To have refused would have been to deny His teaching
about service.

And so, we come to the end of our brief survey of the mission statement
in light of its context, and we consider application.

We cannot give our lives in the same way that Jesus gave His life. We
cannot die a vicarious death that will free people from the bondage of sin so they
can experience life eternal. But, we can experience fellowship with His sufferings
in away that will cause people to turn to God for salvation. We do this by ridding
ourselves of any selfish ambition that might get in our way of serving God. Then
wetravel the pathway of service. We know that the pathway of servicewill require
great sacrifice, and when our Lord asks usif we arewilling to travel, we reply, just

asJamesand John replied, “Yes, Lord, | anwilling to travel thisroad.” Itisahigh
road to travel that will involve pain as people get upset and hurt usin an attempt to
do what they think is right. But it is aso a glorious road when we see the very
people who caused pain surrender their lives to the Savior. Saul of Tarsus hurt
people, and felt justified in doing so. Hewastherewhen Steven, while being stoned
to death, cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” Steven's suffering
was ot invain, and | am sure those words of |ove were never forgotten by the man
who became Paul, the apostle of Jesus Christ.

Themission statement of Jesus Christ ismeant to be our mission statement.
We aretolook at it as one would look into amirror. We must see the Son of Man,
but we must also see ourselves. But we should also see the reflection of ourselves
becoming more and more like our dear Savior, day by day.

Let’smake the mission statement of Jesus Christ become our own mission
statement. Let's remind ourselves every morning and every evening that our
mission is to empty ourselves of al selfish ambition and serve God. Our mission
isnot to be served, but to servein such away asto cause peopleto be reconciled to
God.
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