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SNEA(I)/ Prime Minister of India/1/9-04                       Dated 20th sept.,04.                

To,

Sh. ManMohan Singh ji,

Hon’ble PM of India,

New Delhi.

Sub: Highly irrational and against the interest of Country campaigning resorted to by Private Telecom. Operators to stop payment of fully justified, statutory and mandatory Access Deficit Charges as decided by TRAI after meticulous study and comprehensive analysis.   

Most Respected Pradhan Mantriji,

The nation is privileged to have a Prime Minister who is forthright, frank, transparent and truly honest. It is this great feeling that gives us the stimulus and courage to communicate with your good self on some very crucial issues gravely concerning the future of one of the nation’s largest and esteemed PSUs, the BSNL.

This PSU, the BSNL, is engaged in a stiff and earnest competition in the Telecom sector to provide the best spectrum of Communication facilities at the most affordable rates to even the under-privileged across the nook and corner of this vast nation. It is in this backdrop that the BSNL has floated the most competitive tariffs to be implemented with effect from 10th Sep 04 to keep in tune with the declared policies and priorities of the new Govt. 

While the citizens of this country have exultantly welcomed this move and are eagerly awaiting its implementation, the private operators who were hitherto vouching by competition, seem to have obvious reservations on the scheme. Their motive understandably is to exploit the masses of this country to fill their own coffers. Even though they came into existence in the name of competition and have been repeatedly stating that they are committed to providing affordable service, their latest stand is against the very spirit of the National Telecom Policy, which provides them their very existence. They have in fact come out with an open threat that they would refuse to pay the statutory and mandatory Access Deficit Charges, thereby deciding to take the law into their hands. 

There were earlier occasions also when such people took the law into their hands and violated the licensing regulations with impunity. It is an irony of fate that they not only went scot-free but also managed to get licences for operating mobile services with the licence for basic services with the tacit approval of the TRAI, which pretends to be the custodian and regulator of the laws. That is precisely why we have to take recourse to the ultimate authority of the land to see that violators are not encouraged once again for the simple reason that this will definitely become a habit with them at the expense of the law-abiders.

It may kindly be recalled that the National Telecom Policy envisaged obligatory provision of telecom facilities to all parts of the land including the non-remunerative rural areas. This formed a part of the licensing conditions also while granting the private operators the licence for their operations. But it is nothing but a fact that the private operators restricted their services to the plush urban areas to earn maximum profit with minimum expenditure. The TRAI as well as other agencies responsible for enforcing the regulations scampered around looking for excuses and obliging the private operators. Instead of insisting on the observance of the rules, the entire responsibility of catering to the rural sector was thrust upon the BSNL at a huge pecuniary loss to itself. The failure in observing the regulations were again given a go- by and the Universal Service Obligation was put into effect. This too did not please the private operators and the consequence was that they failed in fulfilling their obligations in this direction also. After much discussions and interactions including the private operators the ADC regime was introduced after putting it of on at least three occasions for frivolous reasons to please the private operators. It was ultimately implemented and is effective for the last 4 months. Now the inconceivable and vested interest reason raised by the private operators is that the reduction in tariff by the BSNL is evident of its affluence and hence the ADC charges need not be paid. We are sure that the TRAI and other responsible agencies will definitely turn the other way at this blatant arrogance and muscle-play. They have demonstrated their total sympathy with the private operators as is their wont and we have sufficient reason to suspect that they will again favour the private operators. If they do that, our earnest request to your good self is that it should not happen at the expense of the BSNL.

Apart from all these the capacity of the private operators to create lobbies that strive to form an environment that caters to their needs cannot be discounted. It is quite likely that innocent and earnest members may also unwittingly commit themselves to the ploys of the cunning just because the facts are presented to them in a concealed, covert and distorted manner. We are quite sure that this Govt. is totally committed to the strengthening of the PSUs because it considers them as pillars of national strength and prestige. BSNL, the largest Telecom Company in India, the second largest in Asia and the seventh largest in the World proudly belongs to the Govt. of India – the people of India. We are sure Pradhan Mantriji that you will be the last person to agree to anything that would cause even the least harm to this prestige of the country. It is with this confidence that we did not feel it a great crime to rob some of your most precious time to dwell on this grave situation that has been inflicted on the BSNL as well as the entire Telecom Sector by a greedy few, who feel that pocket-filling is the only end, which will justify any means, however mean.  

For your ready reference, we are enclosing a quick reference chart to enable a very fast and meaningful grasp as to how BSNL provides below cost tariff service, estimate of BSNL’s annual deficit, impact of reduction of ADC, and the consequences of abolishing ADC. These parameters are not only real and undistorted but require good amount of serious thought and analysis so to get exact idea about the diabolical intentions of private operators and their henchmen.

With best regards and wishes,

Faithfully Yours,

( G.L.Jogi )

Copy to:

1. Sh. DayaNidhi Maran, Hon’ble M.O.C & IT for information & n/a please.

2. Sh. Shakeel Ahmed Hon’ble M.O.S for Communications & IT.

3. Sh. Nripendra Mishra, Chairman/TC.

4. Sh. B.K.Chaturvedi, Cabinet Secretary, Govt. of India.

      5.  Sh A.K. Saxena, M(S)/TC.

      6.  Sh. K.L.Jain, M(T)/TC.

      7.  Sh. P. SivaRamakrishnan, M(P)/TC. 

      8.  Chairman TRAI.

      9.  Sh. A.k.Sinha, CMD/BSNL.

     10. Sh. N.k.Mangla, Director ( C & M )/ BSNL.

G.L.Jogi


General Secretary


7/55, Ramesh Nagar


New Delhi - 110 015


Ph.No. 011 25934899
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