Prologue: The explosive growth of the West, with its ocean of available land, weakened the old property qualifications for voting and stimulated the New Democracy of the “unwashed masses." General Andrew Jackson was the people's choice for president in 1824, but a disputed election and a so-called corrupt bargain with Speaker Henry Clay brought the austere John Quincy Adams to the White House for four frustrating years. The Jacksonites finally swept their military hero into the presidency in 1829. Although Jefferson had introduced the spoils system on a minor scale, Jackson went much further in his efforts to reward supporters, oust political enemies, and rid Washington of entrenched bureaucrats. Meanwhile, south​ern anger was boiling up over a tariff that had edged steadily upward in 1816,1824, and 1828. 
A Disgusting Spirit of Equality
1807
––––––––––––––––––––  C.W. Janson  –––––––––––––––––

Freedom of opportunity in America weakened class barriers and caused the "lower orders" to be freer and easier with their "betters. " Such behavior was highly offensive to English visitors from a class-ridden society, especially to those who came in the 1830s and 1840s. C. W Janson emigrated to America from England to make his for​tune, lost his money, and vented his spleen in an ill-natured book that contained numerous unpleasant truths. 

THINK THROUGH HISTORY: What specific American traits did he find annoying, and which one the most annoying?  Do universal manhood suffrage and bad man​ners necessarily go together?

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Arrived at your [New England] inn, let me suppose, like myself, you had fallen in with a landlord who at the moment would condescend to take the trouble to procure you refreshment after the family hour… He will sit by your side and enter in the most familiar manner into conversation; which is prefaced, of course, with a demand of your business, and so forth. He will then start a political question (for here every individual is a politician), force your answer, contradict, deny, and, fi​nally, be ripe for a quarrel, should you not acquiesce in all his opinions.

When the homely meal is served up, he will often place himself opposite to you at the table at the same time declaring that "though he thought he had eaten a hearty dinner, yet he will pick a bit with you."

Thus he will sit, drinking out of your glass, and of the liquor you are to pay for, belching in your face, and committing other excesses still more indelicate and dis​gusting. Perfectly inattentive to your accommodation, and regardless of your appetite, he will dart his fork into the best of the dish, and leave you to take the next cut.

If you arrive at the dinner hour, you are seated with "mine hostess" and her dirty children, with whom you have often to scramble for a plate. and even the ser​vants of the inn. For liberty and equality level all ranks upon the road, from the host to the hostler.

The children, imitative of their free and polite papa, will also seize your drink, slobber in it, and often snatch a dainty bit from your plate. This is esteemed wit, and consequently provokes a laugh, at the expense of those who are paying for the board. . . .

The arrogance of domestics [servants] in this land of republican liberty and equality is particularly calculated to excite the astonishment of strangers. To call per​sons of this description servants, or to speak of their master or mistress, is a griev​ous affront.

Having called one day at the house of a gentleman of my acquaintance, on knocking at the door, it was opened by a servant-maid, whom I had never before seen, as she had not been long in his family. The following is the dialogue, word for word, which took place on this occasion:

"Is your master at home?"

"I have no master."

"Don't you live here?"

"I stay here."

"And who are you then?"

"Why, I am Mr. -'s help. I'd have you to know, man, that I am no sarvant. None but negers are sarvants."

A Plea for Nonproperty Suffrage 
1841
––––––––––––––––––––  George S. Camp  –––––––––––––––––

Until the days of Jacksonian democracy, property qualifications were generally de​manded of all voters.  In Virginia, where such restrictions discouraged immigration and encouraged emigration, a memorable convention met at Richmond in 1829-1830 to revise the state constitution. The result was a widening of the suffrage, in accord with the New Democracy, but a retention of certain property qualifica​tions. One of the strongest arguments against change— an argument repeated in other conservative states-was that possession of property provided the surest guar​antee of a permanent stake in the community. Grave dangers would presumably be courted if political power were put into the hands of the irresponsible, propertyless "bipeds of the forest. " A popular author, George S. Camp, took sharp issue with the advocates of property qualifications in a long-lived book on democracy. 

THINK THROUGH HISTORY: In the light of Camp’s argument, is it true that the propertyless have as much of a stake in the com​munity as the propertied?

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

All should have an equal voice in the public deliberations of the state, however unequal in point of circumstances, since human rights, by virtue of which alone we are entitled to vote at all, are the attributes of the man, not of his circumstances.

Should the right to vote, the characteristic and the highest prerogative of a free​man, be at the mercy of a casualty? I am rich today, worth my hundred thousands. But my wealth consists in stock and merchandise; it may be in storehouses, it may be upon the ocean. I have been unable to effect an insurance, or there is some con​cealed legal defect in my policy. The fire or the storms devour my wealth in an hour: am I the less competent to vote? Have I less of the capacity of a moral and in​telligent being? Am I the less a good citizen? Is it not enough that I have been de​prived of my fortune-must I be disfranchised by community?

My having a greater or less amount of property does not alter my rights. Prop​erty is merely the subject on which rights are exercised; its amount does not alter rights themselves. If it were otherwise, every one of us would be in some degree subject to some wealthier neighbor. And, if the representation of property were con​sistently carried out, the affairs of every community, instead of being governed by the majority of rational and intelligent beings, would be governed by a preponder​ance of houses, lands, stocks, plate, jewelry, merchandise, and money!

It is not true that one man has more at stake in the commonwealth than an​other. We all have our rights, and no man has anything more. If we look at the sub​ject philosophically, and consider how much superior man is by nature to what he is by external condition, how much superior his real attributes are to what he ac​quires from the accidents of fortune, we shall then view the distinctions of rank and wealth in their true comparative insignificance, and make as little difference on these accounts with the political as with the moral man.

Davy Crockett Advises Politicians 
1836
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

David Crockett-notorious Tennessee frontiersman, Indian scout, rifleman, bear hunter, and braggart-was a homespun product of the New Democracy. His scanty six: months of schooling led him to scorn both grammar and "book larnin', " al​though he became a justice of the peace, an elected militia colonel, and a member of the state legislature. When a joking remark prompted him to campaign for Congress, he overwhelmed his two opponents with a barrage of ridicule and humorous stories. Reelected for two additional terms, he attracted wide attention in Washington with his backwoods dress, racy language, homely wit, shrewd common sense, and pre​sumed naiveté regarding the aristocratic East. Ruggedly independent, he delighted eastern conservatives by refusing to follow President Jackson on all issues. His advice to aspiring politicians, though offered in a jocular vein, reveals the debased tone of the new manhood-suffrage democracy.

THINK THROUGH HISTORY: Which of his recommended devices are still employed by politicians today?

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

"Attend all public meetings," says I, "and get some friend to move that you take the chair. If you fail in this attempt, make a push to be appointed secretary. The pro​ceedings of course will be published, and your name is introduced to the public. But should you fail in both undertakings, get two or three acquaintances, over a bot​tle of whisky, to pass some resolutions, no matter on what subject. Publish them, even if you pay the printer. It will answer the purpose of breaking the ice, which is the main point in these matters.

"Intrigue until you are elected an officer of the militia. This is the second step toward promotion, and can be accomplished with ease, as I know an instance of an election being advertised, and no one attending, the innkeeper at whose house it was to be held, having a military turn, elected himself colonel of his regiment." Says I, "You may not accomplish your ends with as little difficulty, but do not be dis​couraged-Rome wasn't built in a day.

"When the day of election approaches, visit your constituents far and wide. Treat liberally, and drink freely, in order to rise in their estimation, though you fall in your own. True, you may be called a drunken dog by some of the clean-shirt and silk-stocking gentry, but the real roughnecks will style you a jovial fellow. Their votes are certain, and frequently count double.

"Do all you can to appear to advantage in the eyes of the women. That's easily done. You have but to kiss and slabber [slobber over] their children, wipe their noses, and pat them on the head. This cannot fail to please their mothers, and you may rely on your business being done in that quarter.

"Promise all that is asked," said I, "'and more if you can think of anything. Offer to build a bridge or a church, to divide a county, create a batch of new offices, make a turnpike, or anything they like. Promises cost nothing; therefore, deny nobody who has a vote or sufficient influence to obtain one.

"Get up on all occasions, and sometimes on no occasion at all, and make long​ winded speeches, though composed of nothing else than wind. Talk of your devo​tion to your country, your modesty. and disinterestedness, or on any such fanciful subject. Rail against taxes of all kinds, officeholders, and bad harvest weather; and wind up with a flourish about the heroes who fought and bled for our liberties in the times that tried men's souls. To be sure, you run the risk of being considered a bladder of wind, or an empty barrel. But never mind that; you will find enough of the same fraternity to keep you in countenance.

"If any charity be going forward, be at the top of it, provided it is to be adver​tised publicly. If not, it isn't worth your while. None but a fool would place his can​dle under a bushel on such an occasion.

"These few directions," said I, "if properly attended to, will do your business. And when once elected-why, a fig for the dirty children, the promises, the bridges, the churches, the taxes, the offices, and the subscriptions. For it is absolutely neces​sary to forget all these before you can become a thoroughgoing politician, and a pa​triot of the first water."

