Seminar 1.2: Early Colonies 

The Book of the General Laws
1685
––––––––––––––––––––  The Inhabitants of New-Plymouth Colony  ––––––––––––––––

By 1685, the Plymouth settlement had grown from 100 to nearly 7,000 inhabitants, and laws were enacted to help govern public and private behavior. In New Haven. Connecticut laws similar to these were printed on blue paper and were subsequently known as "blue laws." Examples of blue laws include closing stores or restricting the sale of some items on Sundays. and in some American communities these laws continue to be in effect.

THINK THROUGH HISTORY : Forming and Supporting Opinions
Do these laws reflect values that were important to the Puritans? If so. what values appear to be important?

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

CHILDREN'S EDUCATION

Forasmuch as the good Education of Children and Youth is of singular use and benefit to any Commonwealth; and whereas many Parents and Masters either through an over-respect to their own Occasions and Business, or not duly considering the good of their Children and Servants, have too much neglected their Duties in their Education whilest they are young and capable of Learning.

It is Ordered; That the Select men of every Town, shall have a vigilant Eye from time to time over their Brethren and Neighbors, to see that all Parents and Masters do duly endeavour by themselves or others, to teach their Children and Servants as they grow capable, so much Learning as through the blessing of God they may attain; at least to be able duly to read the Scriptures. and other profitable Books Printed in the English Tongue; and the knowledge of the Capital Laws; and in some competent measure, the main Grounds and Principles of Christian Religion, necessary to Salvation; by causing them to learn some orthodox Catechism without book, or otherwayes instructing them, as they may be able to give a due answer to such plain and ordinary questions as may by them or others be propounded to them concerning the same. 
And further, that all Parents and Masters do breed and bring up their Children and Apprentices in some honest lawful Calling and Employment, that may be profitable for themselves and the Country. And if after Warning and Admonition given by any of the Select Men unto such Parents or Masters, they shall full remain negligent in their duty, in any of the particulars aforementioned, whereby Children or Servants may be in danger to grow Barbarous, Rude and Stubborn, and to prove Pests in stead of Blessings to the Country: That then a Fine of ten shillings shall be Levyed on the Goods of such Negligent Parent or Master to the Towns use, except extreme poverty call for a Mitigation of the Fine. And if in three Months after that, there be no due Care taken and continued for the Education of such Children and Apprentices as aforesaid, then a Fine of twenty shillings to be Levied on such Delinquents to the Towns use: except as aforesaid. And lastly. if in three Months after that. there be no Reformation of the said Neglect, then the Select Men, with the Advice of two Magistrates shall put such Children to Apprentice: Boys till they come to twenty-one, and Girls eighteen years of Age, where they may be Educated according to the Rules of this Order.

INDIANS

It is Ordered by this Court and Authority thereof: that no Indian which shall dwell or come into our jurisdiction, shall presume at any time to Pawwaw or perform outward Worship to the Devil, or other false God, under the penalty of five pounds, or severe Corporal punishment, both of said Powwow and of such other as shall procure or abet him therein.

And that no Indian shall resort to any English house on the Lords day. especially when any of the people thereof are gone to Meeting, unless upon extraordinary occasion, under the penalty of ten shillings or Corporal punishment by Whipping, as the matter may be circumstanced; and that no Indian under the like penalty, profane the Lords day, by Hunting, Fishing, Fowling, Traveling with Burdens, or doing any servile work thereon.

And forasmuch at sundry Burglaries, Thefts and other Mischief and Injuries have been by sundry Indians in the night; for prevention whereof; 

It is Ordered by this Court, &c, That no Indian or Indians shall walk about in the Night without necessary occasion, especially at unseasonable Times thereof, under the pain of being Convicted thereby, at least as one Evidence of his or their being guilty of any such mischief or injuries as may happen to be done or committed in such Night. unless such Indian or Indians can rationally clear themselves thereof....

It is Ordered by this Court, That whosoever shall sell or give, directly or indirectly any Arms, as Guns, Sword, Pistols, &c, unto any Indians without License first obtained from the General Court shall forfeit five times the value thereof: and whosoever shall lend any Gun to an Indian, or sell any Powder, Shot or Lead to them, shall forfeit twice the value thereof, if such person have not first obtained License of some one of the Magistrates who are hereby empowered to give License to any English to lend a Gun for a Month or two in a Year, and to sell some small quantity of Powder and Shot, not exceeding half a pound of Powder, and proportional Shot at one time to such of our friendly Indians, as he shall give a Certificate under his hand.
It is also Ordered, That whatsoever Indians who have or shall have Guns, or other Arms, that have or shall manifestly appear to be unfaithful and treacherous to us, shall forfeit their Arms, and not suffered to have or carry any Arms until they shall have License from the County Court.


It is also Ordered, That whosoever shall any ways sell, hire, or give to any Indian or Indians any kind of Boat, Barque, or other Vessel of burden, or Sail or Tackling to fit up any such like Vessel, shall forfeit twice the value of it.
It is also Ordered by this Court and the Authority thereof; That no Person, whither Inhabitant of this Government or other, shall Purchase, Hire, or receive of Gift of any Indian or Indians, any Lands that lie within the Line of this Colony, without the Order and Allowance of this Court, on pain of forfeiting for every Acre, so Bought, Hired, or any ways obtained of them five pounds to the Colonies use: and if the Fine or Forfeiture cannot be obtained, the Lands so procured, shall be forthwith seized for the Colonies use, [1643, & 1671,]

Neither shall any person Buy, Hire or Receive any Wood, Timber, of the Indians, without the Courts allowance, on pain of forfeiting five times the value thereof to the Colonies use.
It is also Ordered; That no person within this Government, shall give or sell any Mare to any Indian, on pain of the forfeiture of every such Mare, or the value thereof; and that no Indian keep any Mare on like pain of the forfeiture of every such Offence....

SABBA TH

This Court taking Notice of great abuse, and many misdemeanors committed by divers Persons many ways, profaning the Christian Sabbath, or Lords Day, to the great Dishonor of God, Reproach of Religion, Grief of the Spirits of Gods People;

Do therefore Order and Enact, That whosoever shall Profane the Lords Day by unnecessary servile work, unnecessary traveling by Land, or passing by Water, by bearing Burdens, carrying of Packs, or by Buying or Selling, or by Sports or Recreation, shall for the first Offence pay ten shillings fine to the Town, or be committed to Prison, or safe custody till the next Day, and then sit in the Stocks two hours: and for the second Offence shall pay twenty shillings fine to the County or be Whipped; and so from time to time as often as they shall be Convicted of the like Transgression afterwards.
It is Ordered, That if any Person henceforth, either on the Saturday Evening, or on the Lord's Day Evening after the Sun is Set, shall be found sporting in the Streets or Fields of any Town in this jurisdiction, drinking, or being in any public House of Entertainment (unless Strangers or Sojourners in their Lodgings) or uncivilly walking, and is duly Convict; such Persons so Offending shall for every Transgression pay five shillings fine to the Town, or sit in the Stocks, not exceeding two hours.
It is Ordered by this Court and the Authority thereof, That in no case shall any Person Travail further on a Sabbath Day than from the place where he lay the Night before to the next Town on his way, nor shall he have liberty, unless it be where there is no allowed Meeting in said Town, Bona fide, to go to the Meeting that is at the next Town, and so order it as to be there before the beginning of the Morning Exercise: and if any person shall presume to Travail on the Sabbath, from the place he took up his Lodging on the Saturday Night, unless, as aforesaid, or shall pass through the next Town before the Sabbath be ended, he shall be proceeded with for Breach of Sabbath, as is by Law provided, unless it appear it hath been in case of Life and Death, or that he hath a License from some Magistrate or one of the Selectmen of the Town; and it shall be lawful for the Constable or any other person to stop and bring before Authority any person suspected for the Breach of this Law: and if any person hath obtained a License to Travail by a false pretence, he shall any time in a twelve Month be liable to be apprehended and punished for his Breach of Sabbath, and ten shill1ngs besides, as a fine to the Town.
Ordered, That in Towns, Villages or other Places, if any Person or Persons shall be found Walking or Riding about the Town, or Visiting of the Neighbors, or upon any other occasion from their own Families, or place of abode on the Sabbath Day, unless it appear it was upon account of some Act of Piety, Mercy or Necessity, such persons so offending shall be proceeded with as Sabbath- Breakers,
Source: The Book of the General Laws of the Inhabitants of the Jurisdiction of New-Plymouth by The Inhabitants of New-Plymouth Colony. 1672 & 1685. Reprinted in The Laws of the Pilgrims (Wilmington. Delaware: Michael Glazier. Inc.. 1977). pp. 12-13.37-39.56-58.

John Cotton Describes

New England’s Theocracy

1636
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  John Cotton  –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Already a prominent Puritan minister in England, John Cotton arrived in Massa​chusetts Bay Colony in 1633 to become the principal preacher to the Boston Puri​tans, Something of a liberal in old England, he became an increasingly conservative defender of orthodoxy in the New World, as shown by his role in the banishment of Anne Hutchinson, Shortly after Cotton's arrival, he was asked by his fellow colonists to respond to inquiries (or "demands") from a group of English Puritan noblemen who desired to settle in Massachusetts, on the condition that the colony alter its form of government. Cotton's response constitutes a succinct statement of Puritan political theory. 

THINK THROUGH HISTORY : 
What social elements or interest did Cotton think government should repre​sent? How did he define the relation of church and state?: What did he think of "democracy"?

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Demand 1. That the common-wealth should consist of two distinct ranks of men, whereof the one should be for them and their heirs, gentlemen of the country, the other for them and their heirs, freeholders.

Answer. Two distinct ranks we willingly acknowledge, from the light of nature and scripture; the one of them called Princes, or Nobles, or Elders (amongst whom gentlemen have their place), the other the people. Hereditary dignity or honors we willingly allow to the former, unless by the scandalous and base conversation of any of them, they become degenerate. Hereditary liberty, or estate of freemen, we will​ingly allow to the other, unless they also, by some unworthy and slavish carriage, do disfranchise themselves.
I

Demand 2. That in these gentlemen and freeholders, assembled together, the chief power of the common-wealth shall be placed, both for making and repealing laws.

Answer. So it is with us.

Demand 3. That each of these two ranks should, in all public assemblies, have a negative voice, so as without a mutual consent nothing should be established. 
Answer. So it is agreed among us.

Demand 4. That the first rank, consisting of gentlemen, should have power, for them and their heirs, to come to the parliaments or public assemblies, and there to give their free votes personally; the second rank of freeholders should have the same power for them and their heirs of meeting and voting, but by their deputies.

Answer, Thus far this demand is practiced among us. The freemen meet and vote by their deputies; the other rank give their votes personally, only with this dif​ference, there be no more of the gentlemen that give their votes personally, but such as are chosen to places of office, either governors, deputy governors, councilors, or assistants. All gentlemen in England have not that honor to meet and vote personally in Parliament, much less all their heirs. 

Demand 5, That for facilitating and dispatch of business, and other reasons, the gentlemen and freeholders should sit and hold their meetings in two distinct houses.
. .

Answer. We willingly approve the motion, only as yet it is not so practiced among us, but in time, the variety and discrepancy of sundry occurrences will put them upon a necessity of sitting apart.

Demand 6. That there shall be set times for these meetings, annually or half yearly, or as shall be thought fit by common consent, which meetings should have a set time for their continuance, but should be adjourned or broken off at the dis​cretion of both houses,

Answer, Public meetings, in general courts, are by charter appointed to be quar​terly, which, in this infancy of the colony, wherein many things frequently occur which need settling, hath been of good use, but when things are more fully settled in due order, it is likely that yearly or half yearly meetings will be sufficient. For the continuance or breaking up of these courts, nothing is done but with the joint con​sent of both branches.
. .

Demand 7, That it shall be in the power of this parliament, thus constituted and assembled, to call the governor and all public officers to account, to create new of​ficers, and to determine them already set up: and, the better to stop the way to in​solence and ambition, it may be ordered that all offices and fees of office shall, every parliament, determine, unless they be new confirmed the last day of every session.

Answer. This power to call governors and all officers to account, and to create new and determine the old, is settled already in the general court or parliament, only it is not put forth but once in the year, viz. at the great and general court in May, when the governor is chosen.

Demand 8. That the governor shall ever be chosen out of the rank of gentlemen.

Answer. We never practice otherwise, choosing [sic] the governor either out of the assistants, which is our ordinary course, or out of approved known gentlemen, as this year [1636] Mr. Vane.

It is better that the commonwealth be fashioned to the setting forth of God's house, which is his church: than to accommodate the church frame to the civil state.

Democracy. I do not conceive that ever God did ordain as a fit government either for church or commonwealth. If the people be governors, who shall be gov​erned? As for monarchy, and aristocracy, they are both of them clearly approved, and directed in scripture, yet so as referred the sovereignty to himself, and sets up Theocracy in both, as the best form of government in the commonwealth, as well as in the church.
Thomas Hutchinson, The History of the Colony of Massachusetts’s Bay, 2nd ed. (London: M, Richardson
1765), pp. 490-501,

Anne Hutchinson is Banished
1637
–––––––––––––––––  transcript from the Anne Hutchinson Trial –––––––––––––––––

The powerful Massachusetts Bay Colony soon became a Bible commonwealth, cen​tered at Boston, and the clergymen who dominated it could not permit heretics to undermine their authority. Mistress Anne Hutchinson, who bore her husband four​teen children, was a kindly woman of nimble wit and even more nimble tongue. Gathering a select group at her home, she would review and even reinterpret the ministers' sermons in the light of her own brand of Calvinism. Haled before the Gen​eral Court, she was subjected to a rigid cross-examination. The case against her seemed to be breaking down when her voluble tongue revealed that she was in direct communication with God-a heresy that the religious leaders could not tolerate.

THINK THROUGH HISTORY: 
What does this record of the court reveal about the Puritan way of thinking and the justice or injustice of these proceedings?

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

[Anne Hutchinson.] Therefore take heed what ye go about to do unto me. You have power over my body, but the Lord Jesus hath power over my body and soul; neither can you do me any harm, for I am in the hands of the eternal Jehovah, my Savior. I am at his appointment, for the bounds of my habitation are cast in Heaven, and no further do I esteem of any mortal man than creatures in his hand. I fear none but the great Jehovah, which hath foretold me of these things, and I do verily believe that he will deliver me out of your hands. Therefore take heed how you proceed against me; for I know that for this you go about to do to me, God will ruin you and your posterity, and this whole state.

Mr. Nowell. How do you know that it was God that did reveal these things to you,


and not Satan?

Mrs. Hutchinson. How did Abraham know that it was God that bid him offer [sacri​fice] his son, being a breach of the sixth commandment? 
Deputy-Governor Dudley. By an immediate voice.

Mrs. Hutchinson. So to me by an immediate revelation.

Deputy-Governor. How! an immediate revelation?

Mrs. Hutchinson. By the voice of his own spirit to my soul.

Governor Winthrop. Daniel was delivered by miracle; do you think to be delivered so too?

Mrs. Hutchinson. I do here speak it before the Court. I look that the Lord should deliver me by his providence…
Governor Winthrop. The Court hath already declared themselves satisfied concern​ing the things you hear, and concerning the troublesomeness of her spirit, and the danger of her course amongst us, which is not to be suffered. Therefore, if it be the mind of the Court that Mrs. Hutchinson, for these things that appear before us, is unfit for our society, and if it be the mind of the Court that she shall be banished out of our liberties, and imprisoned till she be sent away, let them hold up their hands.

All but three held up their hands.

Governor Winthrop. Those that are contrary minded, hold up yours.

Mr. Coddington and Mr. Colburn only.

Mr. Jennison. I cannot hold up my hand one way or the other, and I shall give my


reason if the Court require it.

Governor Winthrop. Mrs. Hutchinson, you hear the sentence of the Court. It is that


you are banished from out our jurisdiction as being a woman not fit for our so​ciety. And you are to be imprisoned till the Court send you away.

Mrs. Hutchinson. I desire to know wherefore I am banished. 
Governor Winthrop. Say no more. The Court knows wherefore, and is satisfied.
C. F. Adams, Three Episodes of Massachusetts History (Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin and Com​pany, 1892), vol. I, pp. 501-502, 507-508.

John Winthrop’s Concept of Liberty
1645
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Governor John Winthrop, who pronounced Anne Hutchinson's banishment, was the most distinguished lay leader in the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Cambridge-educated and trained in the law, he was modest, tender, self-sacrificing, and deeply religious. After a furious quarrel had broken out at Hingham aver the election of a militia leader, he caused certain of the agitators to be arrested. His foes brought impeachment charges against him, but they instead were fined. After his acquittal, Winthrop delivered this famous speech at the court. It illustrates the close connection between the aristocratic lay leaders of the Bay Colony and the leading clergymen. 

THINK THROUGH HISTORY: 
Would the kind of liberty that Winthrop describes be regarded as liberty today?
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

There is a twofold liberty: natural (I mean as our nature is now corrupt) and civil or federal. The first is common to man with beasts and other creatures. By this, man, as he stands in relation to man simply, hath liberty to do what he lists. It is a liberty to evil as well as to good. This liberty is incompatible and inconsistent with authority, and cannot endure the least restraint of the most just authority. The exer​cise and maintaining of this liberty makes men grow more evil, and in time to be worse than brute beasts…
The other kind of liberty I call civil or federal. It may also be termed moral, in reference to the covenant between God and man in the moral law, and the politic covenants and constitutions amongst men themselves… Whatsoever crosseth this, is not authority, but a distemper thereof. This liberty is maintained and exercised in a way of subjection to authority. It is of the same kind of liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free…
The woman's own choice makes such a man her husband; yet being so chosen, he is her lord, and she is to be subject to him, yet in a way of liberty, not of bondage. And a true wife accounts her subjection her honor and freedom, and would not think her condition safe and free, but in her subjection to her husband's authority.

Such is the liberty of the church under the authority of Christ, her king and hus​band. His yoke is so easy and sweet to her as a bride's ornaments; and if through forwardness or wantonness, etc., she shake it off at any time, she is at no rest in her spirit until she take it up again. And whether her lord smiles upon her, and em​braceth her in his arms, or whether he frowns, or rebukes, or smites her, she appre​hends the sweetness of his love in all, and is refreshed, supported, and instructed by every such dispensation of his authority over her. On the other side, ye know who they are that complain of this yoke and say, let us break their bands, etc., we will not have this man to rule over us.

Even so; brethren, it will be between you and your magistrates. If you stand for your natural corrupt liberties, and will do what is good in your own eyes, you will not endure the least weight of authority, but will murmur, and oppose, and be al​ways striving to shake off that yoke. But if you will be satisfied to enjoy such civil and lawful liberties, such as Christ allows you, then will you quietly and cheerfully submit unto that authority which is set over you, in all the administrations of it, for your good. Wherein if we [magistrates] fail at any time, we hope we shall be willing (by God's assistance) to hearken to good advice from any of you, or in any other way of God. So shall your liberties be preserved, in upholding the honor and power of authority amongst you.

John Winthrop, The History of New England from 1630 to 1649 (Boston: Little, Brown and Company. (1853), vol. 2, pp. 281-282.

Puritan Mistreatment of Quakers
1660
–––––––––––––––––  Edward Burrogh –––––––––––––––––

The peace-loving Quakers, who opposed a paid clergy and a tax-supported church, likewise felt the restraining hand of Massachusetts authority. The Reverend Increase Mather wrote in 1684 that they were "under the strong delusion of Satan.” Their stubborn devotion and courage under punishment were so exasperating as to pro​voke increasingly severe measures. Edward Burrough, one of their co-religionists in England, presented the following appeal on their behalf to the king, who thereupon sent orders to Massachusetts to end the persecutions. 

THINK THROUGH HISTORY: 
What were alleged to be the chief offenses of the Quakers? What were the most serious injustices, aside from phys​ical abuse, that they suffered?

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1. Two honest and innocent women stripped stark naked, and searched after such an inhumane manner, as modesty will not permit particularly to mention.

2. Twelve strangers in that country [Massachusetts], but free-born of this [English] nation, received twenty-three whippings, the most of them being with a whip of three cords, with knots at the ends, and laid on with as much strength as they could be by the arm of their executioner, the stripes amounting to three hundred and seventy.
3. Eighteen inhabitants of the country, being free-born English, received twenty-three whippings, the stripes amounting to two hundred and fifty.

4. Sixty-four imprisonments of the Lord's people, for their obedience to his will, amounting to five hundred and nineteen weeks, much of it being very cold weather, and the inhabitants kept in prison in harvest time…
5. Two beaten with pitched ropes, the blows amounting to an hundred thirty‑nine... .

6. Also, an innocent man, an inhabitant of Boston, they banished from his wife and children, and put to seek a habitation in the winter. And in case he returned again, he was to be kept prisoner during his life; and for returning again, he was put in prison, and hath been now a prisoner above a year.

7. Twenty-five banishments, upon the penalties of being whipped, or having their ears cut; or branded in the hand, if they returned.

8. Fines laid upon the inhabitants for meeting together, and edifying one an​other, as the saints ever did; and for refusing to swear [take oaths], it being contrary to Christ's command, amounting to about a thousand pound. . . .

9. Five kept fifteen days (in all) without food. and fifty-eight days shut up close by the jailor. . . .

10. One laid neck and heels in irons for sixteen hours.

11. One very deeply burnt in the right hand with the letter H [for heretic], after he had been whipped with above thirty stripes.

12. One chained the most part of twenty days to a log of wood in an open prison in the winter-time.

13. Five appeals to England, denied at Boston.

14. Three had their right ears cut by the hangman in the prison, the door being barred, and not a friend suffered to be present while it was doing, though some much desired it…
15. One of the inhabitants of Salem, who since is banished upon pain of death, had one half of his house and land seized on while he was in prison, a month be​fore he knew of it.

16. At a General Court in Boston, they made an order, that those who had not wherewithal to answer the fines that were laid upon them (for their consciences) should be sold for bond-men and bond-women to Barbados, Virginia, or any of the English plantations. . . .

17. Eighteen of the people of God were at several times banished upon pain of

death. 

18. Also three of the servants of the Lord they put to death [hanged], all of them for obedience to the truth, in the testimony of it against the wicked rulers and laws at Boston.

19. And since they have banished four more, upon pain of death…
These things, O King, from time to time have we patiently suffered, and not for the transgression of any just or righteous law, either pertaining to the worship of God or the civil government of England, but simply and barely for our consciences to God. 
Edward Burrough, A Declaration of the Sad and Great Persecution and Martyrdom of the People of God, Called Quakers, in New England. . . ([1660]). pp. 17-19.
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