Lecture The 1970’s – The Carter Years 

The Carter Years (1977 – 1981)
We live in a time of transition, an uneasy era which is likely to endure for the rest of this century. During the period we may be tempted to abandon some of the time-honoured principles and commitments which have been proven during the difficult times of past generations. We must never yield to this temptation. Our American values are not luxuries, but necessities - not the salt in our bread, but the bread itself.

-- President Carter, Farewell Address, January 14, 1981
Big Ideas:
	Explain the closely interrelated problems of the Middle East, energy, and economics in the seventies, perhaps focusing on the way America’s growing economic difficulties made it more vulnerable to Middle East events, which in turn added to economic trouble. Consider the U.S. crisis with Iran in relation to the general political tensions of the region.
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I) Jimmy Carter’s presidency: Domestic policy 
A) Domestic achievements 
1) Amnesty -- Pardoned 10,000 draft evaders during Vietnam era (campaign pledge) 
2) Created the Department of Education (and the Department of Energy -- see below) 
3) Placed the civil service on a merit basis and reduced Civil Service System 
4) Environment: created Superfund 
B) Energy 
1) 1977, created Dept. of Energy at the cabinet level (in light of recent energy crisis) 
2) Proposed raising the tax on gasoline and taxing autos that used fuel inefficiently in order to reduce U.S. dependence on foreign oil. 
(a)  -- Got only a small portion of this bill through Congress. 
3) 2nd fuel shortage in 1979 exacerbated the nation’s energy woes. 
(a)  -- Spurred by the Iranian Revolution and demise of the Shah. 
C) Economy (stagflation continued) 
1) Convinced Congress to pass an $18 billion tax cut in 1978. 
2) 1978, proposed voluntary wage and price guidelines to combat inflation 
(a) Somewhat successful but did not apply to oil, housing, and food. 
(b) By 1980 inflation was 12% 
3) Federal Reserve Board tightened money supply in order to reduce inflation but interest rates soared to 20%!. 
(a)  -- Sales of automobiles and houses suffered which increased unemployment. 
4) By 1980, unemployment reached 7.5% 
D) Environment 
1) Created "superfund" for the cleanup of chemical waste dumps. 
2) Established controls over strip mining 
3) Protected 100 million acres of Alaskan wilderness from development 
4) Three-mile Island nuclear accident occurred in 1979 
E) Deregulation 
1) Air Transportation Deregulation Act (1978): Ended government regulation of airline fares and routes 
2) Action symbolizes Carter as a conservative Democrat. (Perhaps the most conservative since Grover Cleveland) 
F) Peacetime Draft Registration: 18 year-olds required to register with the Selective Service 
1)  System to prepare the nation militarily; no one actually drafted. 

II) Foreign policy under Carter 
A) Humanitarian diplomacy -- sought to base foreign policy on human rights but was criticized for inconsistency and lack of attention to American interests. 
1) Verbally lashed out at Cuba and Uganda for human rights violations. 
2) Cut foreign aid to Uruguay, Argentina, and Ethiopia. 
3) Championed black majority in South Africa and denounced Apartheid. 
4) Did not punish South Korea or Philippines -- too vital to U.S. security. 
(a)  -- Some saw this as hypocritical. 
5) Humanitarian diplomacy ultimately ineffective. 
B) Panama Canal treaty: Provided for transfer of ownership of the Canal to Panama in 1999 and guaranteed its neutrality. 
C) Camp David Accords (September 17, 1978) -- perhaps Carter's greatest accomplishment 
1) Another conflict imminent between Egypt and Israel. 
2) Carter invited President Anwar Sadat of Egypt and Prime Minister Menachem Begin of Israel to a summit conference at Camp David. 
3) After 13 days, Carter persuaded them to sign an accord that seemed to place the two countries on a solid road toward peace. 
4) Palestinian Liberation Front (PLO) led by Yasser Arafat would use terrorism to protest the existence of Israel. 
5) Sadat eventually assassinated by Muslim extremists. 
D) Recognition of China 
1) Carter ended official recognition of Taiwan and in 1979 recognized the People’s Republic of China. 
2) Conservatives called the decision a "sell out" 
3)  UN had recognized Communist China in 1972 as a member of UN Security Council 
E) Cold War politics 
1) SALT II 
(a) SALT I treaty due to expire in late 1977. 
(i)  -- Carter called for a renewing of the SALT accords and extending them to include real reductions in nuclear armaments. 
(b) 1979, Carter signed SALT II with the USSR. 
(c) Not ratified by the Senate in light of Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 
2) Soviet invasion of Afghanistan (end of détente) -- December 1979 
(a) Carter’s proclaimed U.S. would "use any means necessary, including force," to protect the Persian Gulf against Soviet aggression. 
(b) Stopped shipments of grain and certain advanced technology to the USSR 
(c) Withdrew from SALT II from the senate 
(d) Boycotted the 1980 summer Olympics held in Moscow. 
(i)  -- In retaliation, Moscow boycotted 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles. 
(e) Soviets met stiff resistance in Afghanistan and the war became "Russia’s Vietnam"; Soviet forces pulled out a decade later 
F) Iran Hostage Crisis: biggest crisis of Carter's presidency and cost him election of 1980. 
1) The Iranian Revolution 
(a) In 1978, a revolution forced the Shah of Iran to flee the country. 
(b) Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, a religious leader, became Iran’s leader. 
(i)  -- Reversed many of Shah’s western reforms and established conservative Islamic social order. 
(c) Revolutionaries called the U.S. "the Great Satan" for its support of money and arms to the Shah of Iran. 
(i)  -- CIA had put the Shah in power in 1953 after it overthrew Moussadegh supported the Shah’s regime until his ouster. 
2) American hostages 
(a) Carter allowed the Shah to come to the U.S. for medical treatment in Oct. 1979 after Shah was in exile. 
(b) In response, about 400 Iranians (many of them students) broke into the U.S. embassy in Tehran on November 4, taking the occupants captive. 
(i)  -- Demanded Shah be returned to Iran for trial and that his wealth be confiscated and given to Iran. 
(c) Carter froze Iranian assets in the U.S. and est. a trade embargo against Iran. 
(d) Iranians eventually freed the black and women hostages but kept 52 others. 
(e) April 1980, Carter ordered a Marine rescue attempt but it failed after several helicopters broke down and another crashed, killing 8 men. 
(f) Carter perceived as weak, indecisive, and ineffective and suffered for it in the 1980 elections. 
3) Release of the hostages after 444 days. 
(a) After extensive negotiations with Iran Carter released Iranian assets and the hostages were freed on January 20, 1980. 
(b) As a final insult to Carter, hostages were released after Reagan took his inaugural oath so that Carter could not solve the crisis during his presidency. 

III) Election of 1980 
A) Nominations 
1) Democrats nominated Jimmy Carter after a challenge from Senator Edward Kennedy. 
(a)  -- Kennedy’s Chappaquiddick affair killed his candidacy 
2) Republicans nominated Ronald Reagan of California 
(a) The leading spokesman for American conservatism 
(b) Became a B-grade movie star in the 1940s and was a New Deal Democrat until he became a spokesman for General Electric in 1954 (during "red scare") 
(i)  -- President of the Screen Actor’s Guild in the 1950s and helped purge Communists from the film industry. 
(c) California governor from 1966 to 1974 
3) John Anderson, an Independent Congressman , ran on a third party ticket. 
B) Campaign 
1) Reagan called for reductions in government spending and taxes, shift in power from the federal  government to the states, and advocated "traditional American values" -- family, religion, hard work, and patriotism. 
(a) Blasted the Soviets for their aggression and vowed to rebuild the U.S. military. 
(b)  Received vigorous support from the "New Right" incl. evangelical Christian groups like Jerry Falwell’s Moral Majority. 
(i) Denounced abortion, pornography, homosexuality, the ERA, and especially affirmative action. 
(ii) Championed prayer in schools and tougher penalties for criminals. 
(c) Reagan denounced the activist  government and failed "social engineering" of the "Great Society" in the 1960s. 
(d) Promised to get the government off people's backs. 
2) Carter defended his record, but was uninspiring in style. 
(a) Inability to control "double digit" inflation especially damaging. 
(b) Iran crisis also damaging. 
(c) Charged that Reagan was a war-monger who might push the country into nuclear war. 
C) Results: Reagan defeated Carter 489 to 49 
1) Reagan got over 51% of vote; Carter 41%; Anderson 7%. 
2) Carter first elected president to be unseated by voters since Herbert Hoover. 
3) Republicans gained control of the Senate for first time in 25 years. 
4) Ushered in the conservative "Reagan Revolution" that would continue into the mid-1990s. 
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