Lecture 6.3 Urbanization

Urbanization and Society  (1865-1900)
x
Big Ideas:
	What conditions that necessitated corporate growth and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of corporations as a form of economic operation.

	What were the economic disadvantages experienced by farmers working within the free enterprise system of the late nineteenth century? 


Important People

Important things

I) The Rise of Urban America 
A) Population in 1900 doubled to about 80 million since the census of 1870 (105 million by 1920) 
1) Population in cities tripled; by 1900 40% of Americans lived in cities. 
2) By 1900, New York had 3.5 million people; 2nd largest in world (London 1st) 
a) Chicago and Philadelphia had over 1 million people. 
b) No American city had 1 million people in 1860. 
B) Skyscrapers emerged as steel allowed for taller buildings and elevators were perfected. 
1) Brooklyn Bridge (John A. Roebling) linked 1st & 3rd largest cities in U.S. 
C) Commuting increased due to mass-transit e.g. electric trolleys -- streetcar suburbs emerged 
D) Megalopolis emerged divided into distinctly different districts for business, industry, and residences; segregated by race, ethnicity, and social class. 
E) Economic and social opportunities lured people to the city; rural America could not compete 
1) Commercial districts mushroomed, with department stores emerging 
2) Also lure of entertainment, immenities such as electricity, indoor plumbing, and telephones 
3) City a new frontier of opportunity for women (over 1 million new workers in 1890s) 
a) Social workers, secretaries, store clerks, seamstresses, telephone operators, bookkeepers. 
b) Many worked in deplorable conditions (such as sweat shops) 
c) Middle and upper-class women usually did not work – not acceptable. 
(i)  -- Teaching and nursing were among few acceptable vocations. 
d) By 1900, over 5 million women worked for wages 
(i)  i. 18% worked in clothing and garment trades or textile mills. 
(ii)  ii. Nearly 40% were domestic servants. 
(iii)  ii. Others were farm laborers, teachers, and salesclerks. 
e) Most workingwomen were young, poor, and unmarrried. 
f) Castes emerged among women workers 
(i) Clerking open to mainly "American" girls – WASP; respectable work 
(ii) Factory work did not gain instant respectability. 
(i)  -- Usually farm girls or working-class girls 
(ii)  -- These workers could be accepted by those higher on social ladder. 
(iii)  -- Women’s Trade Union League & other female unions active in this class. 
(iii) Domestic servants considered on the bottom class 
(i)  -- Usually foreign-born (usually Irish) or black 
(ii)  -- Often worked 12/hrs per day, 6 days a week. 
(iii)  -- Had no organizations to improve their situations. 
F) F. Class distinctions became most pronounced in America history by 1900 
1) New class of super-wealthy : the nouveau riche 
a) 1890: Wealthiest 1% of families owned 51% of real and personal property 
b) Meanwhile, 44% of familes at the bottom owned 1.2% of all property. 
2) Wealthy (incl. nouveau riche) and well-to-do = 12% of families; 86% of wealth. 
a) Poorer & middle classes = 88% of families but owned only 14% of wealth. 
b) Traveled to Europe as children, attended colleges or academies, owned more than one house, boats, carriages, and automobiles. 
c) Employed several servants. 
d) Believed in identify-of-interest idea of social order. 
3) Middle class 
a) Lower end: salesmen, clerks and government workers; teachers 
b) Upper end: lawyers and doctors 
c) Mostly WASP (but poorer in South, West, and Midwest) 
d) Usually lived in relatively large homes; employed at least one domestic servant. 
e) "Respectable" women didn't debate public issues; didn't attract attention to themselves. 
(i)  -- No middle ground existed between purity and immorality. 
4) Workingclass 
a) Usually Catholic (esp. Irish), foreign (esp. Eastern & Southern Europe), or black 
b) Between 23% and 30% of work force out of work for some period every year. 
c) In 1900, nearly 20% of children under 15 worked in non-agricultural work. 
d) About 20% of women worked, most were young—between school & marriage. 
G)  G. Cities had deplorable conditions. 
1) Rampant crime: prostitution, cocaine, gambling, violent crime. 
2) Unsanitary conditions persisted as cities could not keep up with growth 
3) Perfection of "dumbell" tenement in 1879; 7 or 8 stories high with little ventilation while families were crammed into each floor (50% of New York City housing) 

II) "New Immigration" occurred after 1880 
A) Between 1880 and 1920 about 27 million immigrants came to  the U.S.; about 11 million went back. 
B) Most came from Eastern and Southern Europe (Italians, Jews, Poles, Greeks, Hungarians,  Croat/Slovenian, Slovaks, and Bulgarian/Serbian/Montenegrin, Czech) 
1) By 1910 1/3 of Americans either foreign born or had one parent foreign born. (only 19% in 1890). 
a) Most came through Ellis Island in New York harbor from 1882-1954 
(i) Others came through Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, Galveston, Mobile, New Orleans, and West Coast ports. 
2)  b. Came to live in enclaves in NY & Chicago where their numbers were larger than their Old World cities. 
3) Many were Orthodox Christians or Jewish (from Eastern Europe) 
4)  Came from countries with little democracy. 
5)  Heavily illiterate 
C) Struggled to maintain their cultures in America 
1) Many Catholic parochial schools & Jewish Hebrew schools established 
2)  Foreign-language newspapers, theaters, food stores, restaurants, parishes, social clubs. 
3) 1st generation Americans often rejected culture of parents and became mainstreamed 
D)  Why immigration from Eastern & Southern Europe? 
1) Overpopulation in Europe and rapid industrialization left many with either no where to go or forced many to change their customary occupations. 
2) America seen as a land of opportunity (conditions in Europe dismal) 
a)  -- Statue of Liberty erected in NY harbor, a gift from the French:  "Give us your tired, your poor/ Your huddled masses yearning to breath free/ The wretched refuse of your teeming shore." -- Emma Lazarus 
3) Industrialists sought low-wage labor, railroads sought buyers for their land grants, states wanted more population, and steamship lines wanted more business. 
4) Persecution of minorities in Europe 
a) Jews savagely persecuted in Russia in 1880s esp. in Polish areas 
(i) Most fled to NY. 
(ii)  Resented by German Jews who had arrived decades earlier as well as WASPs 
(iii)  Most had lived in cities in Europe as tailors or shopkeepers 
(iv)  Difficult to assimilate since they lived together in slum enclaves. 
b) Ethnic & religious minorities in Europe faced conscription, economic hardship and persecution. 
E)  5. About 25% of 20 million who came between 1820 & 1900 went back to Europe. 
1)  a. Earned enough money to improve their lives in the Old World 
2)  b. Had no intentions of Americanizing. 
F) Chinese immigration (not considered part of "New Immigration") 
1) Burlingame Treaty in 1868 between U.S. and China allowed unrestricted immigration to work on the transcontinental railroad 
a) Sec. of State Seward hoped to open Chinese markets to U.S. goods. 
b) By 1870, accounted for 9% of California population; 75,000 
2) Chinese in America 
a) Came to work gold fields and build the transcontinental railroad. 
b) Highest percentage of immigrants in America who returned home. 
c) Chinatowns developed with mostly all single men 
3) Most worked as cooks, laundrymen, or domestic servants. 
4) After railroad completed, Chinese immigration continued causing intense friction with white  workers in California, esp. Irish led by Denis Kearney in San Francisco. (founder of the Workingmen’s Party of California which called for the exclusion of Chinese from US)
a) Bad economic times stemming from 1873 Panic a major cause. 
b) Employers used Chinese workers as a hedge against unionization. 
c) "Coolies" terrorized in streets: many killed, others had pigtails sheared off. 
(i)  -- Also persecuted in mining towns in Colorado 
5) Chinese Exclusion Act (1882): Ended Chinese immigration (lasted until 1943) 

III) Reaction to New Immigration 
A) Political machines catered to new immigrants 
1) Bosses often traded jobs and services for votes creating powerful immigrant voting blocks for their own purposes. 
a)  -- Provided employment on city’s payroll, found housing for new arrivals, gave gifts of food and clothing to the needy, helped with legal counseling, and helped get schools, parks, and hospitals built in immigrant neighborhoods. 
2) Tammany Hall in NYC most infamous political machine 
a) George Washington Plunkett a minor boss in the Tammany machine gained notoriety for his pandering to immigrants and corruption. 
b) Plunkett would get word from civil boards about imminent projects and he would secretly buy land and resale it to the city at a higher price. 
(i) He called it "honest graft" 
3) Reformers infuriated by these practices; wanted to curb power of political machines 
B) Social Crusaders attempted to improve the "shame of the cities" 
1) Motivation: fear of violent revolution among the working class. 
2) Social Gospel advocates emerged 
a) Christianity should improve life on earth rather than waiting for the afterlife. 
(i) Sought to improve problems of alcoholism & unemployment 
(ii) Tried to mediate between managers and unions 
(iii)  Did much to spark the Progressive reform at the turn of the century. 
b) Salvation Army: arrived from England in 1879 
(i) Appealed to the poverty stricken; free soup most obvious contribution 
3) Settlement House Movement 
a) Primarily a women’s movement of white, northeastern and mid-western stock, college educated and prosperous. 
(i) Teaching or volunteerism were almost the only permissible occupations for a young woman of her social class. 
(ii) Women prohibited from involvement in politics (Victorian ideal & cult of domesticity) 
b) Jane Addams (1860-1935) ("St. Jane") 
(i) One of first generation of college-educated women 
(i)  -- She believed living among the poor would give meaning to lives of young educated  women who needed firsthand experience with realities poverty in the city. 
(ii) Established Hull House in Chicago (along with Ellen Gates Starr) -- American settlement  house where immigrants were taught English, offered classes in nutrition, health, and child care, discussed the day’s events, and could hold celebrations. 
(i)  -- Helped immigrants cope with American big-city life; provided child-care 
(ii)  -- Became a model for other settlement houses in other cities. 
(iii)  Condemned war as well as poverty and won Nobel Peace Prize in 1931. 
c) Settlement houses became centers of women’s activism and social reform. 
(i) Florence Kelley most important figure 
(i)  -- Won legislation regulating hours and working conditions for women and children  (also sought to help African Americans) 
(ii)  -- Served 3 decades as general secretary of National Consumers League. 
(iii)  -- Pioneer of occupational safety legislation. 
(iv)  -- Socialist views. 
4) American Red Cross launched in 1881 under leadership of Clara Barton who had been an "angel" of the Civil War battlefields. 
5)  Municipal Housekeeping: concentrated on the quality of life in poor neighborhoods. 
a)  -- Street cleaning, slaughterhouses and butchering, sanitation in public schools, pure milk and water, and suppression of vice. 
6) American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to animals founded in 1866. 
7) YWCA founded in 1858 -- eventually became a boon to young women in urban areas. 
C) Antiforeignism or "nativism" 
1)  Nativists viewed Eastern and Southern Europeans as culturally and religiously exotic and often treated them badly. 
a) Alarmed at high birthrates common among people of low standard of living 
b) More alarmed at prospect of mongrelized America with a mixture of "inferior" South European blood. 
c) Angry at immigrant willingness to work for "starvation" wages. 
d) Concerned at foreign doctrines e.g. socialism, communism & anarchism. 
IV) The New Morality 
A) Prohibition of Alcohol 
1) Liquor consumption increased in years following Civil War. 
2) Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) organized in 1874 led by Francis Willard 
a) Increasingly saw drunkeness as a result of poverty, not cause of it. 
b)  Put enormous pressure on states to abolish alcohol; somewhat successful. 
c) Most important female organization in the 19th c. and most powerful lobbying group. 
3) Carrie A. Nation used her hatchet to smash saloon bottles and bars 
a)  -- Her actions hurt the prohibition movement (she was arrested over 30 times) 
4) Anti-Saloon League formed in 1893 
V) Women’s fight for liberation and suffrage 
A)  Woman growing more independent in the urban environment 
1)  Less children born as couples used birth control increasingly; marriages delayed. 
2)  Extra children not economically feasible 
B) National American Women’s Suffrage Association (formed in 1890) 
1)  Women’s rights movement had split after Civil War. 
a) National Women’s Suffrage Association founded in 1869 
(i) Included Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony. 
(ii) Excluded men; opposed black suffrage until women could vote. 
b) American Women Suffrage Association led by Lucy Stone. 
(i) Included men 
(ii) Supported black suffrage as stepping-stone to female suffrage. 
(iii)  Worked for suffrage at state level rather than national level. 
(i)  -- Successful in gaining suffrage in Wyoming (1869) and Utah (1870) 
C) Gains for women 
1) Most states by 1890 passed laws to permit wives to own or control their property after marriage. 

VI) Education 
A) Public education continued to gain strength 
1)  Tax-supported elementary schools adopted on a nationwide basis before Civil War. 
a)  -- Ideal that free government cannot function successfully if people were ignorant. 
2) By 1870, more and more states making at least a grade-school education compulsory. 
a)  -- Helped check abuses of child labor. 
3) 3. Public high schools spread significantly by 1880s and 1890s. 
B) "Normal schools" (teachers-training schools) expanded after Civil War 
C) C. Kindergarten also saw wide support (earlier borrowed from Germany) 
1) Private Catholic parochial schools spawned from New Immigration, fast became a pillar of U.S. education system. 
D) D. Chautauqua movement launched in 1874 in NY to educate adults through nationwide lectures that often featured well-known speakers inc. Mark Twain; often held in tents 
E) Illiteracy rate dropped from 20% in 1870 to 10.7% in 1900. 
1)  -- Education in cities generally more effective than in rural America. 

VII) The Press 
A)  Newspapers 
1) Sensationalism was climbing as public thirsted for sex, scandal, and other human interest stories. 
2)  Joseph Pulitzer: Yellow Journalism attributed to his newspapers 
3)  William Randolph Hearst also built up a powerful chain of newspapers 
a)  -- Like Pulitzer extremely sensationalistic in his editing for increased circulation. 
VIII) Post-Civil War literature 
A) Horatio Alger: Juvenile fiction designed to instill idea of America as "land of opportunity" 
1)  Stressed virtue, honesty, and industry were rewarded by success, wealth, & honor. 
2)  Main characters in his books depicted rags to riches stories. 
B)  Walt Whitman 
1)  Revisions of Leaves of Grass 
2)  2. "O Captain! My Captain!" inspired by the assassination of Lincoln. 
C)  Emily Dickinson: One of America’s most gifted lyric poets 

D) Realist school 
1)  Romantic sentimentality of pre-Civil War era giving way to a rugged realism that reflected the materialism of an industrialized society. 
2)  Mark Twain (1835-1910) 
a)  Masterpieces: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876) and The Adventures 
3)  of Huckleberry Finn (1884) 
a)  Captured frontier realism and humor in the authentic American dialect which changed American literature. 
4) Stephen Crane (1871-1900) 
a)  Wrote about the rough life in urban and industrial America 
b)  Red Badge of Courage (1895): story of a bloodied young Civil War recruit under fire; written entirely from the printed Civil War records. 
5) Henry James (1843-1916) -- brother of William James 
a)  -- Frequently made women his central characters and explored their inner reactions to complex situations that marked him as a master of "psychological realism." 
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