Lecture 3.5: Territorial Expansion

Manifest Destiny and Territorial Expansion (1830-1860)
"Go west, young man, and grow up with the country."

-- Horace Greeley, 1850 

Big Ideas:
	Define "manifest destiny" and formulate a conclusion regarding its justification as a national policy.

	State President Polk's reasons for asking Congress to declare war on Mexico, and explain the terms of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and their impact on events in the United States.


Important People

William H. Harrison (9th Pres.)
John Tyler (10th Pres.)

James K. Polk (11th Pres)
John C. Fremont

Zachary Taylor
Important things

Manifest Destiny
Polk’s 4-point program

Oregon Territory

Republic of Texas

Bear Flag Revolt

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

Wilmot Proviso

New States
Florida
Texas

Iowa

Wisconsin

World Events
1846-1850 Irish Potato Famine

1840s-- Upon returning from his voyage to the Galapagos Islands, Charles Darwin begins to formulate his ideas on “fitness” and “descent”. Origin of Species will be published in 1859
1848-- Karl Marx writes the Communist Manifesto 1848

I) Election of 1840

A) William H. Harrison (Whig) defeated Martin Van Buren (Democrat) 

1)  Slogan: "Tippecanoe and Tyler Too" (Harrison & Tyler for President) 

2)  Prominent Whigs (Webster and Clay) sought to control Harrison 

3)  Harrison died of pneumonia after 4 weeks in office 

B) Vice president Tyler became president; foiled plans of Webster & Clay 

1)  First Vice President to take office upon the death of the President

(a) many Whigs said he was only the “acting president”

2) Tyler’s politics – a man without a party

(a) “Tyler has been called a mediocre man, but this is unwarranted flattery. Hi was a politician of monumental littleness.” – Theodore Roosevelt
3) Jacksonian Democrat but hated Jackson’s dictatorial tactics (e.g. nullification crisis) 
(a) Saw himself in the Jeffersonian tradition
4) At odds with majority of Whig party position: 
(a) opposed Clay’s American System, high tariffs, & BUS 

5) Would eventually veto more legislation than any single-term president in U.S. history. 

C) Tyler formally expelled from his party by congressional caucus of Whigs 

1) Serious attempt to impeach him led to resignation of entire cabinet except Sec. of State, D. Webster
2) 1842, Tyler signed bill to raise tariffs to a moderately protective 32%. 

II) Manifest Destiny 

A) Emotional upsurge whereby millions of Americans in 1840s & 50s believed that God had "manifestly" destined Americans for control of the Western Hemisphere. 

1) Felt mission was to spread democratic institutions from "sea to shining sea." 

2) Land greed and ideals joined into a potent mix for expansion 

3)  “Manifest destiny" phrase coined in 1844 by John L. Sullivan 

4) Movement really began in 1830s with Jackson and Van Buren’s removal of Indians 

B) Election of 1844 an expression of Manifest Destiny 

C) Expansionist Democrats supported "Young Hickory" James K. Polk 

1)  Polk a Jacksonian (historians often extend Jacksonian democracy through Polk) 

2)  Called for "Re-annexation of Texas" & "Reoccupation of Oregon" to 54º-40’

(a) “fifty-four forty, or fight!” –Polk’s campaign slogan
D)  Clay appealed to the South with pro-annexation and appealed to North with postponement of annexation. 

1) Clay’s attempt to straddle the Texas issue cost him the presidency 

E) Liberty Party -- 1st party created for the anti-extension of slavery 

1)  Candidate: James G. Birney, founder of Kentucky Anti-Slavery Society 

2)  Party ran in both 1840 and 1844 elections. 

F) Polk defeated Clay 170-105 (election hinged on New York, Clay lost by only 5,000 votes) 

III) Polk’s 4-point program (achieved in less than four years) 

A) Lowered tariff of 1842 from 32% to 25% (Walker Tariff of 1846) 

1)  -- Proved to be excellent revenue producer as it was followed by boom times. 

B)  Restoration of the Independent Treasury System (1846) 

C)  Acquisition of California 

D) Settlement of the Oregon dispute 

IV)  Oregon Territory
A) Vast area had been disputed in certain sections by Spain, Russia, Britain, & U.S. 

1) John Jacob Astor -- Developed the American Fur Company into a huge enterprise organizing the fur trade from the Great Lakes to Oregon, to eventually the Far East. 

(a) When Astor died in 1848, he was the richest man in America 

B) Spain gave away claims to Oregon in Florida Purchase Treaty, 1819 

C) Oregon Trail: 1840’s: flood of pioneers with came to Oregon on a trail blazed initially by Jedediah Smith. 

1)  2,000 mile trail; 17 deaths a mile for men, women, and children 

(a)  Trail began at Independence, Missouri or Council Bluffs, Iowa 

2)  By 1846, 5,000 settlers south of Columbia River; British only 700 north of river 

(a)  British eager to negotiate in face of U.S. migration into region 
D) Senate ratified 49th parallel offer by Britain

1) War with Mexico influenced my Senators to quickly settle Oregon dispute

2) Northwestern states angered that Southerners go all of Texas, but not all of Oregon was acquired

(a) Slogan 54’40 or fight! (a boundary that would have included all of British Columbia in US) 

V) The War with Mexico
A) The Independent Republic of Texas 

1) Mexico refused to recognize Texas independence since 1836. 

(a) Threatened war if U.S. should try annexation 

(b) Vastly outnumbered Texans feared Mexico 

B) Texas joins the Union 

1) Leading issue in 1844 campaign (Polk v. Clay) 

(a) Opponents feared expansion of slavery into new region. 

(b) Southerners strongly supported annexation 

2) Tyler pushed for joint resolution in Congress for annexation (required only majority)-1845 

3) Mexico charged U.S. had unjustly taken Texas; refused to recognize annexation 

4) Acquisition of TX helped remove the Europeans from U.S. southern border 

C) Border Dispute: American blood on American (?) soil
1) Polk sought to buy California from Mexico but tensions prevented such a purchase California was seen as gateway to the Pacific 

2) Texas’ annexation issue caused Mexico to sever diplomatic relations with U.S. 
3) Boundary dispute: Original boundary was the northerly Nueces River; Texans  claimed southerly Rio Grande 

(a) Polk felt compelled to honor Texas’ boundary 

4) Mexicans less concerned over boundary, wanted Texas back 

5) U.S. claimed against Mexico $3 million in damages to U.S. citizens & property 

(a) Mexico had formally agreed to assume this debt but defaulted 

6) Polk sent John Slidell to Mexico City in late 1845 to buy California for $25 mil 

(a) Mexico refused to allow Slidell to present his proposition 

D) Congress declares war on Mexico 

1) Jan. 1846 -- Polk orders Gen. Zachary Taylor to march from Nueces River to Rio Grande, and orders naval forces in the Gulf of Mexico and California coast to get ready. 

(a) Polk was prepared to force a showdown but none occurred 

2) April 25 -- Mexican troops crossed the Rio Grande and attacked Taylor; 16 casualties 

(a) Polk sent war message to Congress 

(b) Congress overwhelmingly voted for declaration of war. 

(i) Even antislavery Whigs joined in; later condemned war as "Mr. Polk’s War" 

(c) A majority of Whigs opposed the war in principle. 

(i) Some Whigs, however, questioned if blood was spilled on U.S. territory 

(ii) Spot Resolutions: Rep. Abraham Lincoln sought the exact spot; "spotty Lincoln" 

(iii) Many Whigs believed U.S. had no legal right to territory south of the Nueces River. 

(iv) Ralph Waldo Emerson feared slavery issue in new conquered territories would lead to a severe sectional crisis: "Mexico will poison us!" 

(d)  d. Southern expansionists eager to take more Mexican territory. 

3) Mexico hoped U.S. involvement with Britain over Oregon would erupt into war 

(a) Wanted to humiliate U.S. for Texas issue 

E) U.S. initiated 3-pronged attack; Polk sought a limited war 

1) California by land 

(a) Captain John C. Fremont intervened after Bear Flag Revolt; captured California 

(b) 1846 -- Gen. Stephen W. Kearny captured Santa Fe and moved into California 

2) California by sea 

(a) Commodore John D. Sloat seized Monterey & San Francisco. 

3) Gen. Zachary Taylor victorious at Monterey and later at Buena Vista 

(a) Taylor an overnight hero (became president in 1848) 

4) Gen. Winfield Scott pushed inland from Vera Cruz and captured Mexico City. 

(a) Mexico still refused to negotiate and instead carried on guerrilla warfare. 

F) Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (Feb.2, 1848) 

1)  U.S. gained California, and modern-day New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, and Nevada 

(a) ½ of Mexican territory 

(b) U.S. agreed to pay $15 million 

2) Treaty approved by Senate 38-14 despite bitter debate 

(a) "Mexican Whigs" disapproved of war & even threatened to cut off  supplies to U.S. forces in Mexico; 

(b) Expansionists in South clamored for all of Mexico 

(c) Calhoun pushed for treaty immediately before significant opposition mounted. 
G) Results of war 

1) 13,000 Americans dead, mostly by disease. 

2) U.S. territory increased by 1/3 (including Texas) -- Bigger than Louisiana Purchase 

3) Sentiment for Manifest Destiny increased in U.S. 

4) Ugly turning point in U.S. relations with Latin America; "Colossus of the North" 

5) U.S. forces experienced in war; will effect scope of Civil War 

6) Most significantly, slavery issue aroused; Slavery or not in new territories? 

(a) In a broad sense, Mexican war resulted in Civil War 

(b) Abolitionists assailed Mexican conflict as conspiracy of "slavocracy." 

(c) Wilmot Proviso: 

(i) Slavery should never exist in any of territory gained from Mexico 

(ii) Twice passed House but not Senate; endorsed by all but 1 free state 

(iii) Southerners resented Northern attempts to prevent expansion of slavery 
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