The Age of Jefferson (1800-1816)
 
“But every difference of opinion is not a difference of principle. We have called by different names brethren of the same principle. We are all Republicans, we are all Federalists.
-- Jefferson, first Inaugural Address, 1801
 
Big Ideas:
	What did Jefferson mean when he talked about “the Revolution of 1800”? 

	Some Federalists oppose the Louisiana Purchase, warning of the dangers of westward expansion. What are arguments for and against expansion?

	What economic and political problems did the US face as a new nation in a world dominated by war between Britain and France? How successful were the efforts of the Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe administrations to solve these problems?

	What, if anything, did the war of 1812 accomplish?


 

Important People
Presidents:        Thomas Jefferson          (1801-1809)                James Madison (1809-1817)    
Aaron Burr

John Marshall

Samuel Chase

Meriwether Lewis 

William Clark

Sacajawea

James Monroe

Henry Clay

John C. Calhoun

Daniel Webster

War Hawks

Andrew Jackson

 

Important things
· Tripolitan War

· Marbury v. Madison

· Judicial Review

· strict interpretation of the Constitution

· Chesapeake-Leopard affair

· Louisiana Purchase

· Non-Intercourse Act
· Treaty of Ghent 
New States
Ohio (1803)
Louisiana (1812)
Indiana (1816)
Events around the world
Napoleon crowns himself emperor of France (1804)
Britain abolishes the slave trade throughout its colonies (1807)
Napoleon invades Russia (1812)
 
I)       The “Revolution” of 1800

A)    The Election

1)      Federalists had lost popularity over Alien and Sedition Acts and increased taxes to pay for the Quasi-War.

2)      Jefferson and his VP candidate, Burr, tied in the electoral college 

(a)    Vote sent to House of Representatives—after 35 ballots, Federalists tacitly gave Jefferson the presidency. 

(b)   Hamilton a major force in the decision and Burr never forgave him. 

B)     12th Amendment (1804) 

C)    Tie vote between presidential candidates of same party could no longer cause confusion as  it did in the election of 1800. 

D)    Provision: electors had to specify that they were voting for one presidential candidate and one vice presidential candidate. 

E)     Jefferson as president – more moderate in tone and policy than he had been in the 1790s

1)      The test of American democracy—peaceful transfer of power from one political party to another

2)      Inaugural speech

(a)    sought to bring moderate Federalists into a broad Republican coalition. (but excluded Hamilton and his “High Federalist” followers)

(b)   pledged “honest friendship with all nations, entangling alliances with none.”

3)      Jefferson’s governing style less pretentious than Federalists

(a)    sent an aid to give state of the union address

(b)   often rode around Washington DC on horseback rather than in a carriage

(c)    had fewer formal balls, more small dinners with informal seating arrangements

(d)   informal attire, aristocrats shocked that Jefferson shook hands with guests.

II)     Domestic Affairs

A)    simplicity and frugality in an agrarian republic--

(a)    Jefferson horrified by the growth of the factory system in Britain and the squalor of teeming factory towns

(b)   envisaged a nation of small family farms clustered in rural communities—yeoman farmers 

B)     Conciliatory with moderate Federalists

1)      kept most public servants from the Federalist administration

2)      Kept Hamiltonian system intact

(a)    Maintained the Bank of the U.S. 

(b)   Retained the mildly protective tariff 

(c)    Did not tamper with Federalist programs for funding national debt at par and assuming Revolutionary War debts of the states. 

C)    Reversals of Federalist policies:

1)      Defended rights provided by Bill of Rights and Constitution 

(a)    Pardoned the 10 "martyrs" serving sentences under the Sedition Law 

(b)   Enacted new naturalization law in 1802; return of 5 year requirement for citizenship 

2)      Persuaded Congress to repeal Hamilton’s excise taxes 

3)      Succeeded in substantially reducing the national debt while balancing the budget by cutting government spending. 

(a)    "The government that governs least, governs best." 

(b)   Government for the people 

(c)    Sec. of State Albert Gallatin, "Watchdog of the Treasury" agreed with Jefferson that the debt was more a curse than a blessing. 

(i)      Debt fell from $80 million to $57 including the Louisiana Purchase. 

(d)   Reduced Hamilton’s standing army but upheld need for stronger navy. 

4)      Emphasized states’ rights 

III)  John Marshall and the Supreme Court 

A)    John Marshall -- appointed as Chief Justice during last days of Adams' term 

1)      Most important Chief Justice in U.S. history; served for about 34 years 

2)      Continued handing down Federalist decisions long after Federalist party was dead. 

B)     Marbury v. Madison, 1803 

1)      background:

(a)    Adams, on his last day in office, continued signing commissions of the Federalist "midnight judges." But these new judgeships were never delivered.

(b)   "Midnight judge" William Marbury sued (on the behalf of several other judges) for the  delivery of his commission that was being held up by the new secretary of state Madison. 

(c)    Madison was ordered by Jefferson to withhold appointments of Judiciary Act of 1801 

2)      dilemma:

(a)    Marshall knew Jefferson administration would not enforce a writ by the Court to  deliver the commission to Marbury. 

(b)   if Marshall ruled against Jefferson he would be criticized as a “Federalist Judge”

3)      outcome:

(a)    Case was dismissed, thus avoiding a direct political showdown between the Supreme Court and the Executive branch. 

(b)   Marshall ruled that part of the Judiciary Act of 1789, upon which Marbury had based  his appeal, was unconstitutional by giving the Court the right to enforce appointments 

(i)      (only the executive branch had right to enforce the law) 

(c)    Judicial Review 
(i)      Marshall gave Supreme Court power to rule a law by Congress unconstitutional 

4)      Power of Supreme Court greatly enhanced 

C)    Impeachment of Samuel Chase -- Jefferson threatens the Supreme Court 

1)      details:

(a)    Jeffersonians outraged that judicial review buttressed the power of a Federalist-dominated Supreme Court. 

(b)   Jefferson supported congressional Republicans in their desire to remove the highly partisan Federalist justice Samuel Chase 

(c)    Early 1804, impeachment charges against Chase were voted by the House of Reps. 

(d)   Senate failed to convict Chase in early 1805 

(e)    Evidence clear that judge had not been guilty of "high crimes and misdemeanors", only  of bad manners and unrestrained partisanship. 

2)      Significance: Henceforth, no attempts to reshape the Court by impeachment 

(a)    Grounds for impeachment would be based on criminal charges, not political partisanship 

(b)   Reassured the independence of the judiciary and the separation of powers in government. 

IV)  Foreign Policy

A)    Tripolitan War
1)      North African states of Algiers, Tripoli, Morocco, and Tunis had long made a national industry of blackmailing and plundering merchant ships in the Mediterranean. 

2)      Federalists had been forced to buy protection especially from Algeria. 

3)      At exorbitant blackmail prices, war seemed cheaper than peace in 1801. 

4)      Jefferson sent small U.S. navy to the "shores of Tripoli" 

5)      After 4 long years of fighting, a peace treaty was extorted from Tripoli in 1805 

B)     Louisiana Purchase
1)      In 1800, Napoleon induced Spain to cede Louisiana region to France 

(i)      French in 1802 withdrew the right of deposit at New Orleans guaranteed under the Pinckney Treaty of 1795 

(ii)    Napoleon seemed to pose a possible military threat to U.S., perhaps requiring U.S. to make alliances with other European powers. 

2)      Jefferson sent James Monroe to Paris (to join with U.S. minister Robert R. Livingston) 

(a)    Instructed to buy New Orleans for $10 million. 

(b)   If negotiations failed, they were to strike up an alliance with Great Britain. 

(c)    Napoleon decided to sell all Louisiana and abandon his dream of a New World Empire and to use sale of Louisiana as revenue for his conquest of Europe. 

(i)      France offered to sell the entire Louisiana Territory for $15 million. 

3)      Jefferson accepted treaty, albeit reluctantly 

(a)    As a strict constructionist, the Constitution did not authorize the President to negotiate treaties incorporating huge new expanses of land into the union. 

(b)   Advisors urged Jefferson to act now before Napoleon changed his mind. 

(i)      Land-hungry Americans jubilantly supported the purchase 

(c)    outcome: Most important land purchase in U.S. History 

(i)      Doubled the size of the U.S. for only 3 cents an acre 

(ii)    U.S. received western half of richest river valley in the world 

(iii)   Guaranteed Mississippi waterway to the Gulf of Mexico including New Orleans 

(iv)  Paved way for westward expansion 

(i)      Accelerated rise of U.S. as economic & political power 

(ii)    Indian Removal: By 1890, all remaining Native Americans in the region would be on reservations. 

(v)    Ended European expansion in North America (for the most part) 

(vi)  Boosted national unity 

(i)      Federalists now became a mere sectional party in New England 

(ii)    West much more loyal to the union as Jefferson seen as a hero. 

4)      Lewis and Clark expedition
(a)    Jefferson interested in exploring the new Louisiana Territory 

(i)      Selected Meriwether Lewis & William Clark to explore region (1804-1806) 

1.      Trail extended from the Missouri River through the Rockies and along the Columbia River to the Pacific Ocean. 

(ii)    Sacajawea, a Shoshoni woman, became a scout & translator when L&C reached Bismarck, SD for the winter; crucial in helping their expedition to succeed. 

(iii)   Expedition bolstered U.S. claim to Oregon; further opened West to Indian trade & exploration. 

C)    Challenges to US neutrality

1)      Napoleonic War in Europe

(a)    Britain and France blockading each others ports. The US wants to remain neutral but also wants to trade with both nations.

(i)      both Britain and France seized neutral ships, confiscated cargo and impressed sailors, Britain seen as the bigger offender because British navy controlled the Atlantic.

2)      Chesapeake-Leopard affair (1807)

(a)    a few miles from the Virginia coast, HMS Leopard fired on USS Chesapeake killing 3 and impressing 4 sailors.

(i)      American public outraged

3)      Embargo Act (1807)

(a)    in response to the Chesapeake-Leopard affair, Jefferson persuaded Congress to pass the Embargo Act which prohibited US merchant ships from sailing to any foreign port.

(i)      2. Reasoned that a U.S. embargo would force Britain & France to respect its rights. 

(i)      Loose construction of the Constitution 

1.      Congress' power to "regulate commerce" meant it could stop exports. 

2.      Undermined Jefferson’s states’ rights philosophy 

(ii)    Embargo Act was a disaster to the U.S. economy 

1.      In 1807 U.S. exports = $108 million ; in 1808 = $22 million 

a.       New England trade most affected 

b.      South & West: mountains of cotton, tobacco, & grain unsold 

2.      Embargo probably more damaging to U.S. than the British & French threat 

3.      Illegal trade mushroomed as a result (especially along Canadian border) 

(iii)   Jefferson got Congress to pass harsh enforcement laws. 

1.      Viewed by many as tyrannical. 

2.      New England again talked of secession 

(iv)  Congress repealed the embargo in March 1, 1809 (3 days before Jefferson left office) 

V)    President Madison

A)    Madison inaugurated in March, 1809 

1)      "Virginia dynasty": Madison was 3rd in a line of 4 Virginia presidents between 1789 and 1829) (after Washington and Jefferson, before Monroe) 

2)      Strongly Jeffersonian in his views 

B)     President Madison drifts towards war

1)      Non-Intercourse Act of 1809 (passed at end of Jefferson’s presidency) would expire within a year.

(a)    Proclaimed U.S. would trade will all other nations except Britain and France. 

2)      Macon’s Bill intended to entice Britain or France to repeal commercial restrictions 

(a)    U.S. would restore nonimportation against the nonrepealing nation 

(i)      Napoleon seized the opportunity with hopes of getting U.S. in a war with Britain 

(i)      Announced in August 1810 that French decrees had been repealed. 

1.      Madison believed he had no other choice but to accept Napoleon's gesture and gave the British 3 months to follow suit or the U.S. would restore non-importation 

a.       Britain angered 

b.      Napoleon had no real intention of honoring the agreement. 

C)    War Hawks

1)      12th Congress met in 1811—deeply divided, although Republicans still in control

2)      Differed from past Congresses—new young leaders from the South and West

(a)    Strongly nationalistic 

(b)   Wanted war with Britain to achieve the glory their fathers had in Revolutionary War.

(i)      Henry Clay (from Kentucky) elected Speaker of the House 

(ii)    John C. Calhoun elected as a representative of South Carolina. 

3)      Battle of Tippecanoe: 
(a)    Western war hawks eager to wipe out renewed Indian resistance against white settlers in the western wilderness. 

(b)   Two Shawnee twins brothers, Tecumseh and the Prophet organized a confederacy of all the tribes east of the Mississippi. 

(i)      Tecumseh a noted warrior and perhaps most gifted organizer of Native Americans in U.S. history. Believed in fairness between tribes vis-à-vis land selling/purchasing. Land belonged to all Indians. 

(c)    Americans thought British were aiding them. 

(d)   General William H. Harrison advanced with 1,000 men and advanced upon Indian headquarters. 

(i)      Repelled a surprise Indian attack at Tippecanoe (in present Indiana) in Nov., 1811. 

(e)    Significance: Essentially ended the Indian threat -- formal agreement signed. 

(i)      Further spurred westward expansion; Indians pushed further west. 

(ii)    War Hawks desired U.S. to attack Canada to remove further Indian threats. 

(iii)   Canada seen as vulnerable to attack as Britain preoccupied with Napoleon. 

(iv)  Southern expansionists desired Spanish Florida, Britain's ally. 

D)    Opposition to War:

1)      Daniel Webster, Federalist from New Hampshire, spoke against entry into the war. 

(i)      Spoke eloquently on behalf of New England manufacturing interests

(b)   Representatives from pro-British New England as well as the middle Atlantic states opposed war

VI)  War of 1812

A)    Small war -- 6,000 Americans killed or wounded 

B)     Mostly Canadians fought Americans, very few British. 

C)    American victories 

1)      U.S. Navy out performed the Royal Navy on the Great Lakes 

2)      Andrew Jackson emerged as a national hero for defending New Orleans. 

3)      William H. Harrison a hero and later and also elected President. 

D)    War ended in a stalemate 

E)     America gained respect diplomatically and militarily 

1)      Later dubbed "Second War for Independence" 

2)      Fall of the Federalists: Reduction of sectionalism 

3)      Large Native-American losses during war. 

4)      Washington, D.C. burned 

(a)    British force landed in the Chesapeake Bay area in Aug. 1814 Set fire to most public buildings incl. Capitol and the White House. 

(i)      Madison and his aides forced to flee into the surrounding hills. 

(ii)    British fleet driven off at Fort McHenry near Baltimore 

(i)      Francis Scott Key, watching bombardment of Baltimore as a prisoner aboard a British ship, composed the Star Spangled Banner 

(iii)   Jackson victorious in the Southwest and at New Orleans 

(i)      Mississippi Creek Indians (faction known as Red Sticks) launched a preliminary campaign by attacking Fort Mims, near Mobile 400 Americans killed 

1.      General Andrew Jackson retaliated by attacking a Creek village and killing 300 of its warriors in the Battle of Horseshoe Bend. 

a.       Largest Indian massacre in U.S. history. 

2.      Battle of New Orleans: British blundered by launching a frontal assault in Jan. 1815 

a.       Jackson commanded 7,000-man force of sailors, regulars, pirates, Frenchmen, free blacks & militiamen from LA, KY and TN. 

b.      Over 2,000 killed & wounded in 1/2 hour compared to about 70 Americans. 

c.       Ironically, battle was needless: Treaty of Ghent had been signed two weeks earlier but the two armies didn’t get word until after the battle. 

d.      Most Americans believed New Orleans campaign had won the war. 

5)      Treaty of Ghent (1814) 

(i)      Agreement essentially an armistice 

(i)      Both sides agreed to stop fighting and to restore conquered territory. 

(ii)    No mention of pre-war U.S. grievances: impressment, Indian menace, 

1.      Orders in Council, search and seizure, confiscations. 

(iii)   Americans retained right to fish off Canadian coast. 

(iv)  Americans rejoiced -- many expected to lose territory.

VII)           The Hartford Convention

A.     New England Federalists and some Republicans adamantly opposed to the war. 

1)      Almost succeeded in defeating Madison in 1812 election. 

2)      As war dragged on, New England extremists became more vocal. 

3)      Hartford Convention (Dec. 15, 1814 -- Jan. 5, 1815) 

(i)      Attended by MA, CT, RI, and partially by NH, & VT. 

(ii)    Purpose: Discuss their grievances and seek redress for their wrongs. 

B)     Battle of New Orleans and Treaty of Ghent made their pleas moot. 

B.     Hartford resolutions were the death knell of the Federalist party. 

1)      1816, Virginian James Monroe crushed his Federalist opponent. 

(a)    Exaggerated treasonous accounts hurt the Federalist cause. 

(b)   Until 1815, more talk of nullification and secession in New England than in any other section, including the South. 

2)      Flouting of the Jeffersonian embargo and the later crippling of the war effort were the two most damaging acts of nullification in U.S. prior to the events leading up to the Civil War. 

VIII)         Legacy of the War of 1812

1)      Having now survived two wars with Britain, a great power, the US gained the respect of other nations.

2)      Americans no longer worried of European intervention in North America. 

3)      Canadian patriotism and nationalism was boosted: Some say birth of the Canadian nation. 

4)      Rush-Bagot Treaty (1817) 

(a)    Severely limited naval armament on the lakes. 

(b)   By 1870, U.S. & Canada shared longest unfortified border in the world (5,500 mi) 

5)      Turned towards settlement of the West. 

6)      Federalist party, denounced for its talk of secession and disunion, discredited and fades away

7)      American factories benefited from years of blockade and embargo

8)      New sense of national identity, unity, and destiny. 

