Lecture 3.2: Washington and the Federalists

Washington and the Federalists (1789 - 1801)
The alternate domination of one faction over another, sharpened by the spirit of revenge natural to party dissention, which in different ages and countries has perpetrated the most horrid enormities, is itself a frightful despotism…The disorders and miseries which result, gradually incline the minds of men to seek security and repose in the absolute power of an individual: and sooner or later the chief of some prevailing faction more able or more fortunate than his competitors, turns this disposition to the purposes of his own elevation, on the ruins of Public Liberty.

- President George Washington, Farewell Address


September 19th 1796

Big Ideas:
	Compare the views and actions of Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton while they were members of President Washington’s cabinet.

	“America’s first foreign policy, formulated by presidents Washington and Adams, had as its primary goal the avoidance of war at all costs.” Assess the validity of this statement in terms of the Citizen Genêt controversy, Jay Treaty, Proclamation of Neutrality, and XYZ Affair.

	What factors contributed to the development of political parties in the US during the 1790s?


Important People
Presidents:
George Washington 

John Adams

Alexander Hamilton

Thomas Jefferson

John Jay

Citizen Genet

Pierre L’Enfant

Benjamin Banneker
Important things

Judiciary Act (1789)

Hamilton’s Financial Plan

The National Bank

Whisky Rebellion

The Party System

Federalists 

Democratic-Republicans

Washington’s Farewell Address

XYZ affair

Alien and Sedition Acts

Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions

New States

Vermont (1791)

Kentucky (1792)

Tennessee (1796)
Events around the world

French Revolution (1789-1799)
King Louis beheaded/Reign of Terror (1793)

I) America on the eve of Washington’s presidency 
A) Population

(a) ~4 million in 1790 census; population doubles every 25 years

(b) largest cities: Philadelphia, NY, Boston, Charleston, Baltimore

(c) 5% lived east of Allegheny mountains (Ohio River valley)
B) Economy
1) Public debt was enormous; revenue had significantly declined

2) Worthless paper money, both state and national, was in circulation

II) Judiciary Act of 1789

A) Organized the Supreme Court (Chief Justice + 5 associate justices)
B) Organized federal district and circuit courts

C) Established the office of attorney general

III) President Washington’s Administration

A) Election

1) Only Presidential nominee ever to be elected unanimously by the Electoral College

2) Washington’s cabinet
(a) Precedent: consulting cabinet members in order to make decisions, now part of the “unwritten constitution”

(b) Cabinet “dream-team”
(i) Vice President* – John Adams

(ii) chief justice of the Supreme Court* John Jay
(iii) Secretary of State – Thomas Jefferson

(iv) Secretary of the Treasury – Alexander Hamilton

(v) Secretary of War – Henry Knox

(vi) Attorney General – Edmund Randolf

B) Precedents 

1) President to be addressed as “Mr. President”, not “your grace”, “your lordship”, etc.

2) Presidents should only serve 2 terms—only FDR exceeded this

3) The president should be advised by a cabinet of advisors

4) The president can withhold diplomatic recognition to foreign governments

5) The president, as commander-in-chief, can use federal troops can be used to enforce the law 

6) The president is, in essence, the leader of a political party

7) The president should deliver the state of the union speech in front of congress

8) The Senate must approve or confirm presidential appointments but man not remove them from office

9) The Senate’s role of “advise and consent” means ratifying or rejecting treaties, not negotiating them

10) Although Congress’ role is to make laws, the president should take an active role in shaping them
IV) Hamilton’s Financial Plan
A) Economic Philosophy
(a) Wanted economic fiscal policies to favor wealthier groups
(b) In return, the wealthy would lend the government monetary and moral support

(c) Prosperity would trickle down to the masses

(d) Wanted to favor factories in the US so it could exploit its national resources and strengthen capitalism

(e) Tariffs should be put in place to protect American industries

B) Hamilton’s economic plan
(a) All state and national debts would be paid in full by the federal government
(i) Believed the government couldn’t borrow money without good credit and investor confidence

(b) Assumption of State Debts

(i) Ulterior motive—further obligated states to the federal government

(ii) Mass. Loved the plan; Virginia hated it

(i) “Log-rolling”—when two opposing factions agree to vote for each other’s bills so that their own cherished bills will pass

1. South would be the home of the new federal capital—The District of Columbia

a. Pierre L’Enfant—created map plan for the new city

b. Benjamin Banneker—African American who surveyed land Washington DC would be built on.

(c) Tariffs—8% tax on imports
(i) Source of revenue to pay of national debt and Protected fledgling industries

(d) Excise taxes

(i) Tax on a few domestic goods-- 7¢/gal tax on whiskey
(i) Affected backcountry farmers the most

1. poor roads made it unprofitable to ship crops east

2. Whiskey one of the few products that earned money—in fact, it was sometimes used as money

3. Hamilton not overly concerned by frontier protests—they were antifederalist already

(e) The National Bank

(i) A bank, chartered by the federal government but privately owned
(ii) As major share holder in the bank, the US could print paper currency & use federal deposits to stimulate business

(i) Jefferson argued that the Constitution did not give Congress the power to create a bank (strict construction)
(ii) Hamilton argued the “necessary and proper” clause authorized congress to do whatever is necessary to carry out its enumerated powers. (loose construction)

(iii) The bank issue sparked the open split between Hamilton and Jefferson

V) The Whiskey Rebellion (1794)

A) Southwestern Pennsylvania backcountry farmers hard hit by Hamilton’s excise tax
B) “Whiskey Boys” posed a major challenge to the new national government

1) torched buildings, tarred & feathered revenue officers, chased government supporters from the region, talked of secession from the US

2) tax collection ground to a halt

C) Washington summoned the militia of several states—13,000 man army

D) Washington rode with the troops part way, Hamilton went all the way

E) When the troops arrived, Whiskey Boys dispersed

F) Washington later pardoned the two leaders

G) Significance: proved a Shays’ –type rebellion could not succeed under the new Constitution

1) Jeffersonians condemned the action as a brutal display of force. Many people joined their cause.

VI) Birth of the Party System

A) By 1792-1993 two well-defined groups can crystallized
1) Hamiltonian Federalists (federalists)
(a) Members: wealthy merchants, manufacturers who lived in urban areas along the seaboard

(b) Believed in government by the upper classes—rule by “the best people”

(c) Regarded democracy as “mobocracy”—Democracy too important to be left to the people

(d) Supported a strong central government

(i) Maintain law and order, protect life and property
(e) Federal government should foster business, not interfere with it

(f) Foreign policy—favored Britain

2) Jeffersonian Republicans (“democrat-republicans”, “republicans”)
(a) Members: middle class and under privileged—farmers, laborers, craftsmen, small shopkeepers

(b) Believed in:

(i) government for the people (at least those literate enough to inform themselves)

(ii) the wisdom of the common people; teachability of the masses

(iii) the “government that governs best, governs least”

(iv) National debt was a curse on future generations

(v) Freedom of speech to expose tyranny

(c) Foreign policy—favored France

VII) Federalist Era Foreign Policy

A) Impact of the French Revolution—single most important issue separating Federalists and Republicans
1) American’s initially pleased, “the second chapter of the American Revolution”
2) After the Reign of Terror, Federalists appalled at the carnage

3) French Revolution becomes a world war

(a) Britain sucked into the conflict

(b) US had to decide which side to support when war spread to the Atlantic and Caribbean

B) Washington’s Neutrality Proclamation (1793)

1) US obligated to France under the Franco-American alliance of 1778

2) Washington believed war should be avoided at all costs

(a) US military weak

(b) Premature entry into world conflicts could be disastrous
3) Proclaimed US neutral toward both Britain and France

C) Citizen Genet—French envoy and profiteer

1) Suggested to the American people that they go over “Old Washington’s” head and support France

2) Washington demanded his withdrawal and Genet was replaced

D) Jay Treaty (1794)

1) Background: Britain still occupied frontier forts along the Mississippi, sold alcohol and guns to the Indians, seized over 300 US merchant ships in the West Indies, impressment of US sailors into British navy

2) Hamilton, secretly gave British a bargaining strategy 

3) Provisions of the treaty

(a) British renewed their pledge to remove their posts from U.S. soil (as in 1783) 

(b) British consented to pay damages for recent seizures of American ships

(c)  British refused to guarantee against future maritime seizures and impressments or the inciting of Native Americans to violence on the frontier. 

(d) U.S. to pay pre-Revolution debts owed to British merchants

4) Effects—Washington glad to avoid war. Sets up problems that lead to the war of 1812, Jefferson furious, forms the Democratic-Republican party
VIII) Washington’s Farewell Address

A) Washington had reluctantly accepted a second term
B) Washington had lost his nonpartisan standing when he became a Federalist

1) Verbal abuse from the Jeffersonians was intense

C) Washington refused to accept a third term

D) Farewell Address

1) Warned against permanent foreign alliances (like the one with France)

(a) Isolationism became the dominant foreign police of the US for the next 100 years

2) Warned against the evils of political parties
(a) Partisan bitterness would overlook the needs of the people

IX) Adams’ Presidency

1) Election

(a) John Adams the Federalist candidate (Hamilton too unpopular)
(b) Thomas Jefferson leader of the Democratic-Republicans

(c) Adams v. Jefferson – 71 to 66 in the Electoral College

(i) Jefferson, as runner-up became vice president

2) Foreign Policy

(a) “War” with France

(i) French government, angry with the Jay Treaty, began seizing US ships

(b) “XYZ” affair

(i) French go-betweens demanded a huge sum of money just to talk to the French government

(ii) US delegation refused to pay, came home

(iii) War hysteria swept the US

(c) “Quasi-War”

(i) Department of the Navy created

(ii) Army of 10,000 troops raised; Marine Corps established

(iii) War never declared, hostilities (ships seized) for 2 ½ years

(i) 1800 French foreign minister sought to negotiate peace

1. alliance between US and France ended

2. US agreed to pay damages

(iv) Significance—rapprochement made purchase of Louisiana possible 3 years later

(v) Adams felt avoidance of war was his greatest achievement

B) Alien and Sedition Acts (1798)

1) Federalists passed a series of oppressive laws in 1798 that would reduce power of Jeffersonians and silence anti-war opposition

(a) Alien Acts

(i) Raised the residence requirements for US citizenship from 5 to 14 years

(i) Most immigrants lacked wealth and were welcomed by Jeffersonians

(ii) President empowered to deport “dangerous” foreigners in time of peace and imprison them in time of hostilities

(i) Some foreign agitators (like Citizen Genet) were coming to the US

(b) Sedition Act 

(i) Anyone who impeded the policies of government or falsely defamed its officials, including the president, would be liable to a heavy fine and imprisonment. 

(i) Direct violation of the 1st Amendment to the Constitution 

(ii) Federalist Supreme Court not interested in declaring it unconstitutional. 

(iii) Many outspoken Jeffersonian editors were indicted; 10 brought to trial & convicted 

(iv) Law expired in 1801 the day before Adams left office. 

1. Demonstrated dubious intentions of bill (in case a Federalist was not elected in 1800, Republicans would not have the Sedition Act to prosecute Federalists.) 

(c) Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions (Jefferson and Madison) 

(i) Republicans convinced Alien and Sedition acts were unconstitutional 

(i) Process of deciding constitutionality of federal laws hitherto undefined 

(d) Jefferson & Madison secretly created a series of resolutions 

(i) As V.P. Jefferson in awkward position & feared prosecution from Sedition Act 

(ii) Premise: States had the right to nullify unconstitutional laws passed by Congress 

(iii) Aim not to break up the union but preserve it by protecting civil liberties. 

(i) Essentially campaign documents to defeat the Federalists 

(iv)  Nullification: Individual states were the final judges of whether a federal law was constitutional. 

(v) Significance: Later used by southerners to support nullification and ultimately secession prior to Civil War.

X) The Federalist Legacy

A) Built enduring political and financial foundations for the new government

1) Washington’s presidency; Hamilton’s financial plan

B) Diplomats kept the US out of war and signed advantageous treaties with Britain, France, and Spain

C) Preserved democratic gains of the revolution and fended off anarchy

D) Opposition to the Federalist party lead to the two-party system

E) The demise of the Federalist party caused by its inability to adapt to changes
1) Westward movement dictated fresh policies

2) Unwilling to adjust and appeal to the common people
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