Lecture 2.1: French and Indian War

Imperial Wars, Colonial Protest (1754-1763)
“A torch lighted in the forests of America set all Europe in conflagration.” 

– Voltaire, 1756
Big Ideas:
	Evaluate the importance of the French-Indian War in terms of the impact it had on the deteriorating relationship between Great Britain and the colonies.

	Trace the developing sense of an American national community from 1750 to 1776.

	Outline the changes in British policy toward the colonies from 1750-1776. What, if anything, could Britain have done to “keep” the thirteen colonies?


Important People:

William Pitt

George Washington

Ben Franklin

Pontiac

Important Places:

Ohio River Valley
Acadia
Important Things:

Salutary Neglect
Albany Conference

Battle of Quebec
Pontiac’s Rebellion

Proclamation of 1763
World Events:

4 Wars of colonial dominance, fought over 75 years, between Britain, France & Spain 
– fought in Europe, N. America, India

	name in Europe
	name in America
	dates
	impact on North America
	British policy change in the American colonies

	War of the League of Augsburg
	King William’s War
	(1689-1697) 
	--British and their Iroquois allies v. French and their Algonquin allies

--Britain invades Quebec, and fail
	only Penn. Conn. and R.I. keep original governments, the rest become royal colonies

	War of Spanish Succession
	Queen Anne’s War
	(1702-1713) 
	-- Britain captures Hudson Bay
-- Britain N expel French from Acadia ( Louisiana Cajuns
	

	Treaty of Utrecht
	Salutary Neglect
	(1713- 1739)
	a generation of peace in the colonies
	British gov. uninvolved in colonial affairs

	War of Austrian Succession
	War of Jenkins’s Ear
	(1739-1743)
	Britain v. Spain in Caribbean and Georgia
	

	War of Austrian Succession (cont’)
	King George’s War
	(1744-1748)
	-- Britain captures some French territory in N. America, but in the peace treaty, trade it for territory in India.- infuriates colonists.
	

	Seven Year’s War
	French and Indian War
	(1754-1763)
	-- British take control of Canada
	-- Albany Conference of 1754

--Britain having doubled its national debt, taxes colonists


I) “Salutary Neglect”

A) a generation of peace

1) In American colonies, a generation of peace followed Queen Anne’s War; "salutary neglect" 
(a) Whig Prime Minister, Robert Walpole, believed if the colonies were left alone to run their own affairs with minimal interference, they would produce more wealth and commerce, prosper, and cause less trouble.

(b) England would simply provide peace, protection, commerce, ensure law and order and domestic tranquility, and send more British immigrants to America to increase numbers of British customers.

II) The French and Indian War
A) The War

1) main issue for the colonies: Ohio River Valley
(a) colonists pushing westward

(b) French need to protect holdings along the Mississippi River

2) conduct of the war

(a) a French fort at the forks of the Ohio River strategically important—Fort Duquesne

(i) 1754 Virginia sends 150 militia, commanded by a 22 y.o. Lt. Col. George Washington

(i) Washington defeated, forced to surrender entire command, and in effect triggers a world war.

(b) William Pitt—“the great commoner” Prime Minister of Britain
(i) very popular with British people, his success in war leads to Fort Duquesne being renamed Pittsburgh

(ii) strategy: focus on French in North America to win the war
(c) Albany Congress (1754) 

(i) Board of Trade called leaders from all the colonies to meet in Albany to discuss Indian problem and meet with Iroquois. 

(ii) Long-range purpose: greater colonial unity; strong defense against France. 

(iii) Albany Plan for Union 

(i) Benjamin Franklin created plan for colonial home rule: dealt with defense and Indian affairs. 

(ii) Adopted by delegates 

1. Individual colonies rejected it: not enough independence 

2. British rejected it: too much independence 

(iii) Franklin's cartoon: "Join, or Die"

(d)  1760—Battle of Quebec

(i) Pitt appointed James Wolfe to take Quebec

(ii) British army successful, although both Wolfe and the French General were killed

(iii) one of the most significant battles in British and American history

B) British Victory

1) Britain took control of all of Canada and Florida

2) France gave New Orleans and Louisiana territory west of the Mississippi to the Spanish

3) Britain the dominant power in North America
C) British view of the situation

1) Britain had gone to considerable expense to protect North American colonists; it’s time for the colonies to shoulder some of the burden.

2) The colonial militias were considered a poorly trained, disorderly rabble
(a) General Wolfe referred to the colonial militia as, “in general the dirtiest, most contemptible, cowardly dogs than you can conceive.”
3) some colonies had refused to send money or troops—considered uninterested in their own defense
4) colonies were considered too disorganized to defend themselves:
(a) “… for fire and water are not more heterogeneous than the different colonies in North America. Nothing can exceed the jealousy and emulation which they possess in regard to each other… in short… were they left to themselves there would soon be a civil war from one end of the continent to the other, while the Indians and Negros would… impatiently watch the opportunity of exterminating them all together” Rev. Andrew Burnaby, 1760
5) Treaties with the Indians must be maintained, Britain must keep colonists from moving westward into Indian lands.
D) Colonial view of the situation

1) colonists proud of their record in all four wars

2) considered the British leadership incompetent; British tactics not suited to frontier fighting

3) felt like pawns in a larger chess game, feel Britain doesn’t have their best interests at heart

4) for the first time, colonial militias had defended *all* the colonies

5) With the French gone, the Ohio River valley should now be open for settlement

E) Native American view of the situation

1) The Iroquois, who had been the buffer between Britain and France, lose their influence

2) Tribes in the Ohio River valley under pressure from colonists moving westward.

3) Pontiac’s Rebellion

F) Outcomes
1) Pontiac’s Rebellion (1763) 

(i) Indians in Ohio Valley region angered at British treatment of Indians during the last years of the French and Indian War. 

(ii) Chief Pontiac, the Ottawa chief in northern Michigan, refused to surrender his lands to the British although France (their ally in the war) had lost and were now gone. 

(iii) Chief Pontiac led an Indian alliance against whites in the Ohio Valley & Great  Lakes region in 1763

1. 9 of 11 British forts taken; several wiped out. 

2. Perhaps 2,000 lives lost during first 6 mos. of conflict, many more driven from their homes on the frontier back to more settled areas. 

3. It took British 18 months to bring the rebellion under control. 

4. British retaliated with germ warfare: blankets infected with smallpox distributed among  the Native Americans 

5. Rebellion subdued in October, 1763 

2) Proclamation of 1763 

(i) In response to Pontiac’s rebellion, George III signed an edict creating royal colonies in all newly acquired lands in the Treaty of Paris. 

(ii) Prohibited colonials to move west of the Appalachians 

1. Line drawn from Canada to Florida along the crest of the Appalachians intended to be temporary measure... 

2. British aim: Settle land disputes with Indians fairly to prevent more bloody episodes  like Pontiac's uprising and organize eventual settlement and defense 

(iii) Colonials infuriated: viewed edict as being permanent. 

1. Many veterans had fought in the war and felt betrayed 

2. Land speculators argued that the land was a birthright of British citizens. 

(iv) Colonials generally ignored the Proclamation 
(i) Daniel Boone and others had already pioneered trails into Kentucky and Tennessee

(ii)  In 1765 alone, one thousand wagons rolled from North Carolina on their way “up west”
3) A new sense of identity
(a) Colonists saw their destiny to conquer a continent:

(i) French threat removed, Spanish and Indian threats lessened

(ii) High colonial birthrate, land hungry

(iii) Average age in the colonies young, very energetic

(b) Self sufficiency, and unity

(i) Colonists had fought against the French and won
(ii) Colonists had, in limited ways, cooperated with each other

(i) Virginia militia, under Washington had defended Pennsylvania

(iii) Unlike Europe, a great deal of social mobility in the colonies

(i) No “dukes”, “barons”, “princes” or “bishops”

(iv) The colonists had to be self-sufficient in the wilderness, could always escape by moving west

(i) Property ownership and political participation more widespread than in Britain

(c) The colonists’ agenda was different from that of the British empire 

(i) Colonists wanted land, British wanted to honor treaties with their Indian allies

(ii) Colonists wanted to profit from trade with other nations, Britain wanted to continue the mercantilist system

(d) Ideology—new ideas of the 18th century

(i) Republicanism- 

(i) Modeled on the republics of ancient Greece and Rome

(ii) A just society is one in which all citizens willingly subordinated their private, selfish interests to the common good.

(iii) Government depends on the selflessness, self-sufficiency, courage, and civic involvement of its citizens.

(iv) Opposed to hierarchical and authoritarian institutions such as aristocracy and monarchy

(ii) The “Radical Whigs”—a political party in Britain

(i) Feared that the arbitrary power of the king and his ministers over the elected members of parliament would threaten the liberty of British subjects (in all of Britain)

(ii) Considered bribery and patronage to by symptoms of wider moral failure in British society

(iii) Warned citizens to be eternally vigilant against possible conspiracies to deprive them of their hard-won liberties
(e) Distance weakens authority, great distance weakens authority greatly.
(i) Colonists had grown accustomed to running their own affairs, unmolested by remote officials in London.
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