Lecture 1.2b: Colonial Society

Colonial Society (1700-1775)
“The American is a new man, who acts upon new principals; he must therefore entertain new ideas and form new opinions. From involuntary idleness, servile dependence, and useless labor, he has passed to toils of a very different nature, rewarded by ample subsistence. This is an American.”
 –Jean de Crèvecoeur, 1782
Big Ideas:
	Discuss the distinctive patterns of life that developed in the American colonies in response to environmental needs. 

	Explain how the Great Awakening strengthened the ideals of religious freedom and show what connection, if any, it had with the Enlightenment


Important People

Jonathan Edwards
George Whitefield

Phyllis Wheatly

Benjamin Franklin

John Locke

Baron de Montesquieu

Important things

Colonial social structure
Triangle trade

“Established” churches
First Great Awakening

Poor Richard’s Almanack

The Zenger case

Deism

I) Population

A) Enormous population growth shifted the balance of power between the colonies and Britain

1) 1700 – less than 300 thousand colonists; 
1775- 2.5 million

2) largest colonies: Virginia, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, and Maryland

3) only four major cities: Philadelphia, New York City, Boston, Charleston

4) 90% lived in rural areas

B) America as a melting pot

1) Population breakdown: (1790)
(a) English and Welsh- 49%

(i) English language and political institutions dominant

(b) Scots Irish and Scots Highlanders – 12%

(i) Hated British for uprooting them from Scotland

(ii) Frustrated and poor, settled in the backcountry – “hill people” 
(c) German – 7%

(i) 1/3 the population of Pennsylvania

(ii) no loyalty to the British crown,

(iii) retained German language and customs

(d) Irish – 3%

(e) Dutch – 3% (mostly NY, NJ)

(f) Other whites -9% (French, Swedes, Jewish, Swiss)

(g) African – 19% (90% of whom lived in the South)

II) Social Structure
A) Americans had the highest standard of living in world history up until this time.

B) Small Upper-class

1) Aristocratic plantation owners in the South

2) Merchants, lawyers, officials, and clergymen in the north

C) Yeoman farmers – majority of the population
1) Owned their own land

D) Lesser tradesmen, manual workers, hired hands – many did not own land

E) Indentured servants and “jail birds” (deported from British jails)

1) Limited to no influence

F) Slaves – little to no rights

1) Whites had constant fear of black rebellion 
2) Some Southerners wanted to restrict further importation of slaves, British government refused
III) Commerce and Trade

A) Triangle Trade

1) Molasses (raw sugar) grown in West Indies, brought to New England, distilled into Rum

2) Rum traded in Africa for slaves

3) Slaves brought to colonies to grow more sugar

B) Fishing and Whaling important, esp. in New England

C) Land speculation made many investors wealthy

1) Buy frontier land cheaply, sell to westward-moving settlers

2) Land speculators did not want British interference (Proclamation of 1763)

D) Manufacturing

1) Lumbering important-- shipbuilding

2) Tailoring, shoemaking, baking, ironworking, rope making, coppering, furniture making

3) Women spinners and weavers at home produced large output of cloth

IV) Religion in the Colonies

A) “Established” (tax supported) churches

1) Congregational Church (the Puritans) [New England except RI]

(a) By the 1770s, openly preached rebellion against the British authority

2) Anglican (Church of England) [the South except Maryland, and part of NY]

(a) Less strict and more worldly than the Puritans

(b) A branch of the King’s authority (the King of England is the head of the Anglican Church)

B) Religious freedom
1) Only about 1 in 7 in the North were church members, less in the South

2) Besides the two established religions, there were large numbers of Presbyterians, Quakers, Baptists, Catholics, even some Jewish colonists

3) No one religion had enough influence to oppress all the others.
(a) “If we had one religion it would be despotism, if we had two, there would be civil war, but because we have so many, we all live peacefully together” - Ben Franklin

4) Eventually, campaign for full religious rights led to separation of church and state after the Revolution

C) The First Great Awakening

1) First mass social movement in American History
(a) Spread principally throughout the middle and southern colonies

2) A reaction against the elaborate theological doctrines, emotional stagnation, and liberal doctrines of established churches
(i) Believed that a person’s free will, not predestination, determined a person’s eternal fate.
3) Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758
(a) Credited with starting the Great Awakening (c. 1734) in Northampton in 1734 
(b) Most influential theological writer and thinker of the movement
(c) Emphasized eternal damnation “Hellfire and Brimstone” 
(i) “The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much as one holds a spider or some loathsome insect over the fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully provoked. His wrath toward you burns like fire; he looks upon you as worthy of nothing else but to be cast into the fire.”

-- Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”

4) George Whitefield (1714-1770) 
(a) Brilliant English orator; made 7 trips to the American colonies and traveled Most influential figure of the Great Awakening; founded Methodism in GA and SC
5) Effects

(a) Created schisms in other denominations which increased competitiveness of American churches. 
(b) Brought religion to many who had lost touch with it 
(c) Undermined the older clergy (the “old lights”)
(d) Encouraged a new wave of missionary work among the Indians and slaves 
(e) Founding of "new light" colleges: Dartmouth, Brown, Rutgers, & Princeton. 
(f) Laid the foundation for anti-intellectualism as part of the American character.
V) Education
A) New England most fervently in favor of education

1) Stressed Bible reading by the individual worshipper

2) Established primary and secondary schools early

3) Literacy much higher in New England than other colonies

B) Middle Colonies

1) Also had primary and secondary schools (some tax supported)

2) Many wealthy families sent their sons to college in England

C) South

1) Wealthy families hired tutors to teach their children

2) Dispersed population made schools difficult

3) Educational opportunities limited for most people except privileged.

D) Higher Education

1) Originally, primary focus on the training of new clergy, not academics

(a) Emphasis on religion and classical languages (Greek, Latin)

(b) Harvard, (Mass. 1636); William and Mary (Va. 1693), Yale (Conn. 1701)
2) First Great Awakening built colleges

(a) Princeton (NJ 1746), Brown (RI. 1764), Rutgers (NJ 1766), Dartmouth (NH 1769)

3) University of Pennsylvania – established by Ben Franklin

(a) First non-denominational college

(b) First college to have a “modern curriculum”—“live” languages, experimentation, reasons

VI) Culture and the Press
Most Americans too busy working to survive to spend time on art
A) Authors

1) Phyllis Wheatly (~1753-1784)

(a) Slave (brought from Africa in 1761) taught to read and write

(b) First important African American writer in American Literature

(c) Abolitionists would later point to her as proof Africans were not intellectually inferior

2) Benjamin Franklin- “the first civilized American”

(a) Poor Richard’s Almanack (edited from 1732-1758)

(i) Emphasized thrift, industry, morality, and common sense

(ii) More widely read than any book except the Bible, also read in Europe

(b) Franklin’s Autobiography is considered a classic

(c) The great scientist-inventor in America

(i) Experiments with electricity

(ii) Bifocal spectacles

(iii) Franklin stove

(iv) Started the first privately supported library in America

(d) Started the first anti-slavery society

(e) Representative to Parliament (non-voting)

B) The Press
1) Hand-operated printing presses ran off pamphlets, leaflets, and journals

(a) Effective for airing social grievances and building oppositionto the British

2) John Peter Zenger Case (1735)

(a) Paved the way for freedom of speech

(b) Zenger’s newspaper had criticized the corrupt royal governor

(c) Zenger was charged with seditious libel and brought to trial

(d) He argued that he had printed the truth; Royal Governor ruled that printing was enough to convict, irregarless of the truth.

(e) Jury ruled in favor of Zenger

VII) Age of Enlightenment (1720s to 1790
A) Deism – Religious or philosophical branch of the Enlightenment 

1) Premise: God created the universe and then stepped back; universe ran like a clock—the "Ghost in the Machine" 

2) Deists largely rejected traditional Christianity. 

(a) Influenced Jefferson, Franklin, Washington & Paine

3) Not a wide-scale movement; only popular among certain groups of intellectuals 

B)  “Liberty” – individual human rights

1) freedom of religion

2) freedom of speech and press

3) fair and equal treatment before the law

C) “Equality”- all citizens had identical rights and civil liberties

1) nobility had no special rights based on accident of birth

2) equality of opportunity

3) did not mean everyone should be economically equal

D) Human dignity and human happiness

E) Science, progress, and rationality

1) Liberal principals would lead to better government and better society for all

F) Representative government (but not democracy)

1) Only those who owned property and had a stake in society could become representatives

G) Important thinkers

1) John Locke: Second Treatise on Civil Government (1690) (late 17th century during England’s “Glorious Revolution”)
(a) Men set up governments in order to protect their property

(b) Natural Rights: Life, liberty, and property

(c) Natural right to rebellion: A government that oversteps its proper function becomes a tyranny. Rebellion can be avoided if government respects the right of its citizens and if the people defend their liberties.
2) Baron de Montesquieu: The Sprit of the Laws (1748)

(a) Checks and balances, separation of powers among 3 branches of government

(b) Despotism could be avoided if political power were divided and shared by a diversity of classes and orders holding unequal rights and privileges.
VIII) Events that fostered the democratic ideal in the English colonies 

· 1619, Formation of the Virginia House of Burgesses: First representative assembly in America; beginning of representative government in America.

· 1620, Signing of Mayflower Compact: First agreement for self-government; bound the freemen to obey "just and equal laws."

· After 1629, New England Townhall Meeting: Taught people to express themselves openly and helped further self-government.

· 1628 & 1689, Petition of Rights and Bill of Rights: Established certain rights of English subjects vis-à-vis the Royal Power in England. The colonists later claimed these rights also.

· Colonial Government: The governor of each colony, whether a royal or charter colony, had to consult advisors before taking action.

· Control of Purse: The settlers of most colonies voted for members of a legislature, which in turn determined the Governor’s salary. When this control was threatened, the colonists felt threatened.

· 1639, Fundamental Orders of Connecticut: Was the first written constitution in America.

· 1643, New England Confederation: Connecticut, New Haven, Plymouth, and Massachusetts formed a league of friendship for defense, offense, and advice. This was a first step toward the later union of states.

· 1649, Passing of Maryland Act of Toleration: Guaranteed religious freedom to all Christians (but not Jews and atheists)

· 1676, Bacon’s Rebellion: Virginia farmers revolt against corrupt and oppressive government.

· 1683, New York chapter of Liberties: Granted freedom of religion to all Christians and gave all freeholders the right to vote. Created to attract more settlers to New York.

· 1691, Leisler’s Rebellion: New York poor people and farmers revolted in protest of land grants favoring wealthy landholders and speculators that crowded out small farmers.

· 1734, Zenger Case: Set a precedent that led to the establishment of freedom of the press.

· 1713-1763, era of "Salutary Neglect": Colonies experienced relatively limited interference from Britain which in turn fostered self-reliance, self-government, and later resentment of British mercantilist policies.

· 1720s to 1790s, The Enlightenment: Influenced American political thought vis-à-vis government consent by the governed, natural rights of citizens, right to rebel, and checks and balances in government.
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