Lecture 1.2: The American Colonies and the British Empire

Planting Colonies in North America (1607 – 1733)
“If they desire that Piety and goodness should prosper; accompanied with sobriety, justice and love, let them choose a Country such as this is; even like France or England, which may yield sufficiency with hard labor and industry….” – Reverend John White, The Planter’s Plea, 1630
Big Ideas:
	Discuss the distinctive patterns of life that developed in the American colonies in response to environmental needs. 


Important People

Indentured Servants
Sir George Calvert, 1st Lord Baltimore

James Oglethorp

Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

William Penn

Separatists (Pilgrims)

Puritans

John Winthrop

Roger Williams

Important Places

The Southern Colonies
(Virginia

Maryland

Georgia

North Carolina

South Carolina)
Jamestown

Charleston

The Middle Colonies

(New York

Pennsylvania

New Jersey

Delaware)
Manhattan

Philadelphia
New England Colonies
(Massachusetts

Connecticut

Rhode Island

New Hampshire)
Plymouth

Massachusetts Bay Colony
Boston
Important things

Corporate (joint stock) colonies
Royal colonies

Proprietary colonies

The House of Burgesses

Bacon’s Rebellion

Act of Toleration (1649)

The Middle Passage

Stono Rebellion

New York Chapter of Liberties (1683)
The “Holy Experiment”

Mayflower Compact

Half-Way Covenant

Fundamental Orders of Connecticut (1639)

King Philip’s War (1657-76)

Town hall meetings

Harvard College

I) Types of Colonies
A) Every Colony had a charter—a document granted by the King of England that granted special privileges 
1) Corporate colonies—Jamestown, were operated by joint stock companies, at least during their early years
2) Royal colonies—Virginia after 1624, were under direct authority and rule of the king’s government

3) Proprietary colonies—Maryland, Pennsylvania, under authority of individuals who were granted charters of ownership by the king
II) The Southern Colonies (Maryland, Virginia, Georgia and the Carolinas)
A) Commonalities

4) Plantation economy- Tobacco, Rice

5) Slavery very important to the economy
6) A few large land holders control the best land; later immigrants must travel further and further inland where they come into conflict with Indians; Aristocratic atmosphere, social stratification
7) Sparsely populated—churches and schools too expensive for very small towns

8) All practiced some form of religious toleration

9) Tobacco depleted the land, creating an even greater need to expand westward
B) Virginia (founded in 1607 by Virginia Company)

10) Jamestown 1607—first permanent British colony in New World

(a) Virginia Charter—oversees settlers given same rights as Englishmen at home

(b) “The colony built on smoke”—almost a complete failure until tobacco became the cash crop

(c) emergence of the plantation system

(d) House of Burgesses (1619) 1st colonial parliament in the British colonies

(i) Representative government but only large landholders could vote

11) During the 1600’s Virginia was plagued with a variety of problems

(e) Bacon’s Rebellion—

(i) Sir William Berkeley, royal governor of Virginia adopted policies that favored the large planters

(ii) he antagonized backwoods farmers on the western frontier by failing to protect them from Indian attack

(iii) Nathaniel Bacon, a poor farmer newly arrived from England lead a rebellion; attacked Indian villages

(iv) When Berkeley tried to stop Bacon, governor’s forces defeated, Jamestown burned to the ground (1676)

(v) Lasting Impact of Bacon’s Rebellion
(i) Sharp class difference between wealthy, established, planters on East Coast, v. poor, newly arrived, farmers on frontier

(ii) Colonial resistance to royal control.

(f) Labor Shortage

(i) Indentured servants 

(ii) slavery—

1. first Africans brought to Jamestown 1619— as indentured servants; by 1650 only ~400 in the colony

2. by 1660 first laws are passed that distinguish between “white” and “black”; Africans to be slaves for life whereas whites set free after a certain period

C) Maryland (founded 1634)

12) Origins

(a) Upper Chesapeake Bay given to Sir George Calvert, first Lord Baltimore; for Catholic haven and profit

(b) Eventually, Protestants immigration outnumbered Catholics; Catholics feared loss of religious freedom

13) Act of Toleration (1649)

(c) Guaranteed toleration to all Christians but instituted death penalty for anyone denying the divinity of Jesus (i.e. Jews and atheists)

14) Problems

(d) Disease devastating in early days of the colony—malaria, dysentery, typhoid

(e) ½ of all born in Virginia & Maryland did not live past 20

(f) most immigrants men in early 20’s many died soon after arriving 

(g) eventually the region stabilized due to increased immunities disease

(h) by 1700 Virginia the most populous colony (~50,000 c

D) The Carolinas (created in 1670 after restoration, named after Charles II)
15) Goals:

(a) Grow foodstuffs for sugar plantations in Barbados 
(b) Rice became main cash crop in Carolina for export; by 1710 Africans outnumbered whites

16) Charles Town (Charleston) became most active seaport in the South

17) Religious toleration existed

18) North Carolina created officially in 1712 as a refuge for poor whites and religious dissenters from Carolina and Virginia

19) Became most democratic, independent and least aristocratic of original 13 colonies (similar to Rhode Island)

20) Yet, treated Indians ruthlessly and sold many into slavery

E) Georgia (founded by James Oglethorp, 1733)
21) Last British American colony to be founded

22) Founded as a haven for debtors as well as a buffer state against Spanish and Indian incursions

23) Savannah, the first city, emerged into a diverse community (but no Catholics)

II) Colonial Slavery 

A) Most slaves came from West African coast (Senegal to Angola) 

B) About 40% of slaves captured by Africans in interior died en route to coast. 

C) Between 20% to 1/3 of slaves died during the “Middle Passage”

D) Horrific conditions:

1) Slaves often chained by neck and extremities to deck floor.

2) Packed into spaces about the size of a coffin; lay in own excrement

3) In some cases, next deck only 18” above deck floor; slaves could not turn over; lay on their back the entire voyage.

4) Survivors eventually sold at auction blocks at ports like Newport, RI, or Charleston, SC (giant slave market)

E) Most slaves came after 1700

F) Some Americans, esp. from Rhode Island, took advantage of lucrative slave trade

G) A few slaves gained their freedom & some even became slave owners. However, this fact should not be over exaggerated! They were minuscule in number relative to entire slave population.

H) Slave Codes—As Africans grew in numbers, threatened whites passed laws to severely control the slave population. Most common codes stated:

1) blacks and their children were property for life of white masters.

2) it was a crime to teach literacy to slaves.

3) conversion to Christianity was not grounds for freedom.

4) Carolinas inherited slave codes from Barbados which influenced codes in other colonies.

5) Slavery became the root of racism in America as a distinct color line was drawn.

6) The notion of inferiority based on skin color imbedded in U.S. law until 1960s!

I) Slave Life

1) Slavery harshest in lower South (esp. SC); least harsh in middle colonies.

2) Brutal & isolated conditions in rice and indigo farming led to many deaths

3) Fresh import of slavery needed to sustain productivity

4) Tobacco-growing in middle south less deadly.

5) Slave pop. increased through higher birthrate. -- America became one of few slave societies in history to grow by natural reproduction.

6) Slave culture became a mixture of American and African folkways

(a) Gullah language evolved on islands off South Carolina coast. --Blended English with several African languages: Yoruba, Ibo, Hausa

(b) Banjo and bongo drum imported to America from Africa

(c) Ring shout dance contributed to development of Jazz.

(d) Religion a combination of Christianity and African rituals

(e) A free afterlife became a beacon of hope; story of Exodus very appealing

J) Slave rebellions show that slaves were not always docile. About 250 revolts

1) Stono Rebellion(1739): largest slave revolt in history of the 13 colonies

(a) SC slaves tried to march to Spanish Florida after Spanish authorities offered freedom to any slave who reached Florida.

(b) Stopped by militia after 25 whites killed; eventually scores of slave rebels killed by militia and settlers.

(c) Significance: slave system became more strictly controlled.

III) THE MIDDLE COLONIES (New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware)
A) Common characteristics:

1) Excellent land for farming: region became known as the "bread colonies" for exports of grain; also grew fruits and vegetables. 

2) Three rivers -- Susquehanna, Delaware, and Hudson -- tapped fur trade in the interior. 

3) Less aristocratic than New England and the Southern colonies (except N.Y.) 

4) Medium-sized land holdings 

5) Fewer industries than New England; more than in the South 

6) Shipbuilding and lumbering also important (not as large-scale as New England) 

7) Population more ethnically mixed; religiously tolerant; democratically controlled; Yet, much factional conflict among groups. 

B) New York 

1) Former Dutch colony of New Netherlands

2) New York flourished under English rule, profiting from trade with Iroquois, and attracting settlers who expanded the agricultural base. 

3) New York Chapter of Liberties (1683) -- Granted freedom of religion to all Christians and gave all landholders suffrage. Important as a step leading to eventual democracy in New York. 

4) problems: 

(a) Autocratic in character 

(b) Much land in the hands of a few landowners or speculators. 

(c) Discouraged many Europeans from coming to N.Y.; retarded growth 
(d) New York retained feudalistic traits more than any other colony in the North. 

5) New York became a Royal colony in 1685 when James II became king. 
C) Pennsylvania (founded 1681) 

1) Quakers in England emerged during mid-1600's (Religious Society of Friends) 

(a) Non-conformist in nature: more radical than the Puritans in opposing authority 

(b) Refused to support Anglican Church with taxes 

(c) Did not employ a paid clergy.

(d) Took no oaths.

(e) Made no deference to authority figures 

(f) Pacifists: Refused military service; advocated passive resistance 

(g) Simple and democratic; sought religious and civic freedom. 

(h) Believed in an "inner light," not scripture or hierarchy, and saw all men as equal in God's eyes.

(i) Suffered persecution in New England & other colonies for opposing authority. 

2) William Penn 

(a) 1681, gained huge grant from the king in return for money owed to his father. 

(b) Primary motive or founding colony: Haven for Quakers 

(c) Secondary motives: Experiment with liberal ideas in government while making a profit. 

(d) "Holy Experiment" -- Religious toleration among many denominations. 

3) Pennsylvania became best advertised of all colonies: 

(a) Pamphlets distributed in England, Netherlands, France, & Germany. 

(b) Promised land, freedom of religion, and representative government. 

(c) These generous land policies attracted many immigrants 

(d) Also attracted carpenters, masons, shoemakers, and other manual workers 

4) Tolerance
(a) All Swedes, Finns, and Dutch in the area were naturalized

(b) Penn bought land from Indians and Quakers had excellent relations with them. 

(c) Representative government established with landowners having voting rights. 

(d) No tax-supported state church 

(e) Freedom of worship guaranteed to all residents 

(f) No provisions for military defense; against Quaker pacifist doctrine 

(g) Quakers strongly against slavery 

5) By 1700, Pennsylvania was 4th largest colony (behind VA, MA, and MD) 

6) Quakers were shrewd businessmen; exported grain & other foodstuffs 

D) New Jersey 
1) started in 1664 as Quaker settlement; 2 proprietors received area from Duke of York (the future king of England). 

2) 1702, the two Jerseys were combined as a royal colony. 

E) Delaware 
1) was granted its own assembly in 1703. 
2) Even though it’s governor was the same as Pennsylvania’s until the Revolution
IV) The New England Colonies (Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Hampshire)

A) Commonalities

1) Puritans- Protestants who wanted to “purify” the Anglican Church by removing all its Catholic elements and barring people from the church who were not committed.
2) Separatists- (a.k.a. Pilgrims) extreme group of Puritans who wanted to completely brake from the Anglican Church

B) Massachusetts
1) Plymouth Bay
(a) Separatists received permission to settle in Virginia but their ship, the Mayflower blown off course

(b) fewer that ½ of the 102 colonists were separatists
(c) Mayflower compact—not a constitution but an agreement

(i) a secular document recognizing James the I as their sovereign but…

(ii) adult male settlers could assemble to make laws, elect leaders and conduct open-discussion town meetings

(iii) majority rule

(d) Thanksgiving- after a horrible winter in which ½ of the colony died, gave thanks for the harvest of 1821

(a) Success of the Pilgrims 

(i) Eventually settled in economically with fur, fish, and lumber. 

(ii) Religion remained paramount in the community 

(b) ~ 1691 the Plymouth colony’s 7,000 citizens merged with the MBC

2) The Massachusetts Bay Colony (founded in 1629) the biggest and most influential of the New England communities
(a) The "Great Migration" (1630’s) 

(i) by 1631, 2,000 colonists had arrived in Boston and had settled a number of towns around it as well. 

(b) Turmoil in England resulted in 15,000 more immigrants coming to New England (and 60,000 others scattered throughout North America and West Indies. 

3) John Winthrop - Governor of Massachusetts Bay Colony 

(a) Covenant Theology: Winthrop believed Puritans had a covenant with God to lead new religious experiment in New World 

(b)  -- "We shall build a city upon a hill" 

(c) Most distinguished of the early Massachusetts Bay leaders. 

(d) Elected governor 12 times and set the tone for much of its sense of religious mission. 

(e) Leadership helped Massachusetts to prosper 

4) Economy: fur trading, fishing, shipbuilding, and some farming (wheat & corn) 

5) Religion and politics in the "Massachusetts Bible Commonwealth" 

(a) Town hall meetings emerged as a staple of democracy 

(b) Town governments allowed all male property holders and at times other residents to vote and publicly discuss issues. Majority-rule show of hands. 

(c) Governing open to all free adult males (2/5 of population) belonging to Puritan congregations; 

(d) Percentage of eligible officeholders was more than in England. 

(e) Whole purpose of government was to enforce God's laws (part of covenant theology) 

(f) Provincial government under Governor Winthrop was not a democracy 

(g) Distrusted non-Puritan common people. 

(h) Believed democracy was the "meanest and worst" of all forms of government. 

6) Eventually, Puritan churches grew collectively into the Congregational Church 

7) Congregational church was "established": Non-church members as well as believers required to pay taxes for the government-supported church. 

8) Religious dissenters were punished . 

9) Decline of Puritan Influence:

10) First generation Puritans began losing their religious zeal as time went on. 

(a) Large population influx dispersed Puritan population onto outlying farms away from control of church and neighbors. 

(b) After the wave of dissention in the 1630s and 1640s (e.g. Hutchinson and Williams) conversions decreased dramatically. 

(c) The "Half-Way Covenant" instituted in 1662 to attract more members by giving partial membership to people not converted (but who had been baptized as children). 

(d) Eventually, Puritan churches baptized anyone Distinction between the "elect" and other members of society subsided. Strict religious purity was sacrificed for wider religious participation. 

(e) Women began making up a larger % of congregations. 

(f) Salem Witch Trials, 1692 
(i) Massachusetts suffered political, religious, and military upheaval that led to widespread paranoia and unrest. 

(ii) Not uncommon for Europeans and colonists in the 16th and 17th centuries to believe that the devil worked through witches in the real world. 

(iii) First accusations began when young girls, after listening to voodoo tales from a black servant, began behaving oddly. 
(iv) Which hunt resulting in a reign of horror ensued after certain older women were allegedly witches 

(v) The young female accusers were from the poor western part of the community and accused the more prosperous people in the eastern part. 

(vi) After witch trials, 19 people hanged, 1 person pressed to death, and 2 dogs were hanged 

(vii) Cotton Mather, one of most prominent clergymen in Massachusetts, tacitly supported the witch trials and thus weakening the prestige of the clergy. 

C) Rhode Island (Given charter from Parliament in 1644) 
1) Roger Williams built Baptist church at Providence (probably 1st Baptist church in America) 
2) Complete freedom of religion, even for Jews and Catholics. Also Quakers. 
(a) No oaths required regarding one's religious beliefs 
(b) No compulsory attendance at worship 
(c) No taxes to support a state church 
(d) Provided simple manhood suffrage in the colony from the outset 
(e) Opposed to special privilege of any sort 
3) RI saw immigration dissenters from Bay Colony which led to most individualistic and independent population (along with North Carolina). 
D) Connecticut (founded in 1636) 
1) May 1636, group of Boston Puritans led by Rev. Thomas Hooker moved into the Connecticut River valley area and founded the town of Hartford in 1638

2) Hooker objected to arbitrary strict power of Gov. Winthrop and MBC’s magistrates. 

3) Fundamental Orders drafted in 1639 by new Connecticut River colony 

(a) First modern constitution in American history 

(b) Established a democracy controlled by "substantial" citizens 

(c) government should be based on consent of the people. 

(d) Patterned Massachusetts’ government. 

(e) Foundation for Connecticut’s colonial charter and later, its state constitution. 

E) New Hampshire (1679) -- absorbed in 1641 by Massachusetts Bay colony 

1) Primarily fishing and trading economy 

2) 1679, Charles II arbitrarily separated N.H. from MBC after being annoyed with MBC's apparent greed in land acquisition. N.H. became royal colony.

F) New England Life and Contributions to the American Character 

G) Impact of Geography 

1) Lack of abundant soil forged the Puritan characteristic of frugality and hard work. 

2) Trade became cornerstone of colony’s economy. 

3) Less of an ethnic mix; immigrants not eager to settle in soil depraved region. 

4) Lumbering, shipbuilding, and fishing became important due to abundant forests and good harbors. 
H) Relations with Native Americans

1) An epidemic, probably triggered by contact with English fishermen, killed more than ¾ of costal Indians before 1820

2) At first, plenty of empty land, Indians (Squanto, Massasoit) helpful and friendly (Thanksgiving)

3) As settlements grew and pushed inland, hostilities grew.

4) After the Pequot tribe was virtually annihilated, a pan-Indian alliance developed

5) 1765 King Philip, Massasoit’s son, mounted a series of coordinated assaults on English villages

(a) 52 Puritan towns attacked, 12 destroyed entirely, hundreds of colonists killed (1/6th of white male pop.), many more Indians died

(b) 1676,  King Philip’s wife sold into slavery, he was executed. his head was on display in Plymouth for many years.

6) Results of King Philip’s war: temporarily slowed westward settlement for colonists. Lasting defeat for New England Indians who never again hand the numbers to resist settlement. 
I) Puritan contribution to American character 

1) Democracy (within the Congregational church) via town meetings and voting rights to church members (starting in 1631) 

2) Led to democracy in political government ("Body of Liberties" in 1641 may have been world’s first bill of rights). 

3) Town hall meetings where freemen met together and each man voted was democracy in its purest form. 

4) New England villagers regularly met to elect their officials, appoint schoolmasters and attend to civic issues (e.g. road repair) 

5) Perfectibility of humankind and society 

6) Puritanism provided unity of purpose & concern for moral health of community 

7) Argued vehemently against slavery on moral grounds 

8) Ideas lay the foundation for later reform movements: abolition of slavery, women’s rights, education, prohibition, prison reform, etc. 

9) Protestant work ethic: those who were faithful and worked hard and succeeded were seen favorably by God. 

J) Education 

1) Harvard College founded in 1636 to train the clergy; first college in the colonies. 

2) In contrast, Virginians did not found college until 1693 (William & Mary College) 

3) Towns with more than 50 families required to provide elementary education to enable children to read the Bible. 

4) Major reason why New England became most literate section of the country. Majority of adults knew how to read and write 

V) Religion in the Colonies

A) “Established” (tax supported) churches

1) Congregational Church (the Puritans) [New England except RI]

(a) By the 1770s, openly preached rebellion against the British authority

2) Anglican (Church of England)  [the South except Maryland, and part of NY]

(a) Less strict and more worldly than the Puritans

(b) A branch of the  King’s authority (the King of England is the head of the Anglican Church)

B) Religious freedom
1) Only about 1 in 7 in the North were church members, less in the South

2) Besides the two established religions, there were large numbers of Presbyterians, Quakers, Baptists, Catholics, even some Jewish colonists

3) No one religion had enough influence to oppress all the others.
(a) “If we had one religion it would be despotism, if we had two, there would be civil war, but because we have so many, we all live peacefully together”  - Ben Franklin

4) Eventually, campaign for full religious rights led to separation of church and state after the Revolution

C) The First Great Awakening

1) First mass social movement in American History
(a) Spread principally throughout the middle and southern colonies

2) A reaction against the elaborate theological doctrines, emotional stagnation, and liberal doctrines of established churches

3) Effects

(a) Created schisms in other denominations which increased competitiveness of American churches. 

(b) Brought religion to many who had lost touch with it 

(c) Undermined the older clergy (the “old lights”)
(d) Encouraged a new wave of missionary work among the Indians and slaves 

(e) Founding of "new light" colleges: Dartmouth, Brown, Rutgers, & Princeton. 

(f) Laid the foundation for anti-intellectualism as part of the American character. 
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