Lecture 1.1b: Explorers and Colonists 1492 - 1630

Explorers and Colonists
“I have come to believe that this is a mighty continent which was hitherto unknown… Your Highnesses have an Other World here.” 

– Christopher Columbus, 1998
Big Ideas:
	Summarize the relations between the three major colonial powers in America and the Native Americans.


Important People

Christopher Columbus
Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand

Vasco Nunez Balboa

Ferdinand Magellan

Ponce de Leon

Francisco Coronado

Juan Cabrillo

Hernando de Soto

Hernan Cortes

Francisco Pizarro

Giovanni de Verranzano

Jacques Cartier

Samuel de Champlain

Louis Jolliet 

Father Jacques Marquette

Robert de La Salle

Antoine Cadillac

Henry Hudson

John Cabot

Sir Francis Drake

Sir Walter Raleigh

John Smith

John Rolfe

Pocahontas

John Winthrop

Important Places

Mississippi River

St. Augustine

Santa Fe

St Lawrence River

Quebec

New Amsterdam

Delaware River

Jamestown

Plymouth Colony (1620)

Massachusetts Bay Colony (1630)

Important things

Treaty of Tordesillas (1494)

Joint Stock Companies

I) Spanish Exploration
A) Christopher Columbus
1) Spain eager to compete with Portugal
2) Queen Isabella & King Ferdinand support Columbus

3) motives:

(a) Religion

(b) Wealth

4) landed in the Bahamas on Oct. 12, 1492
5) made a total of 4 trips to the Caribbean. Never touched North or South America. Died in 1506 believing he had reached the “Indies”

6) lasting impact: permanent contact between Europe and the Americas.

B) Treaty of Tordesillas (1494)
C) New World divided:

(a)  Portugal gets Brazil + African and Asian territories
(b) Spain gets North and South America

D) Other Spanish Explorers

1) Vasco Nunez Balboa—discovered Pacific Ocean off of Panama 1513
2) Ferdinand Magellan—first to sail around S. America but killed by natives in the Philippines. His ships continued on- first to circumnavigate the globe in (1520-1522)
3) Ponce de Leon—discovered Florida while seeking the fountain of youth. (1513)
4) Francisco Coronado—explored Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, and Kansas while searching for cities of gold.
5) Juan Cabrillo—sailed as far north as Oregon. Discovered San Diego bay but missed San Francisco. Laid basis for Spain’s claims to the Northern Pacific coast.

6) Hernando de Soto—explored much of the southeast including Georgia, the Carolinas, and Tennessee, crossed Mississippi River in Arkansas while seeking gold. Treated the Indians very badly

7) Hernan Cortes—conquered the Aztecs in (1519-1521)

8) Francisco Pizarro—defeated Incas in 1532, vast amounts of gold and silver

E) Spanish Settlements in North America

1) St. Augustine, Florida (1565) – oldest settlement in what is now the US
2) Santa Fe, New Mexico (1610)
3) Alta California

F) Long term impact of Spanish Conquest

1) Increased the gold supply by over 500%. Spain becomes the richest, most powerful country in Europe

2) Missions were established – the primary Spanish instrument of colonization in North America

3) Encomiendas were granted to ex-soldiers to encourage settlement

4) Spanish empire stretched from California to Florida to the tip of South America
5) Transplanted laws, religion, and language. Laid foundations for Latin American countries today

6) Intermarriage created distinctive Latin American culture of mestizos- Indian and Spanish ancestry
II) France in North America

A) Exploration

1) Giovanni de Verrazano—sailed American coast from Carolinas to Maine

2) Jacques Cartier—explored up the St. Lawrence River (1534-42)

3) Samuel de Champlain—“father of New France” established 1st permanent French settlement at Quebec (1608)
4) Louis Jolliet and Father Jacques Marquette—explored upper Mississippi River (1673)
5) Robert de La Salle—explored the Mississippi basin, which he named “Louisiana” after King Louis XIV.

6) Antoine Cadillac—founded Detriot (1701)

B) Long-term Impact

1) France was slow to develop colonies in the Americas, involved in religious conflict at home
(a) Did not allow the Huguenots (Protestant dissenters) to immigrate—unlike the British who were happy to see dissenters like Quakers, Catholics, Puritans immigrate to America
2) Of all the European powers the French were by far the most successful in creating an effective trading relationship with Native Americans

(a) the French understood the trading relationship of the Native Americans, gave great gifts.

(b) the French were interested in trade, not so much on settlement, so less impact on Indian lands.

(c) the fur trade opens up the west—Coureurs de bois, rough frontiersmen “runners of the woods”
III) The Dutch

A) Exploration and settlement
B) After winning independence from Spain in the late 1500’s, began building a colonial empire
1) Henry Hudson—while seeking a Northwest Passage, discovers the Hudson River
2) Dutch West India Company— a joint stock company, established colony of “New Netherlands” 1623-24

3) Manhattan Island bought from Indians for the price of a few beads

4) New Amsterdam founded—later captured by the English and renamed “New York” 

5) Swedish settlement on the Delaware River captured 1655

C) Long-term Impact

1) New Netherland was never a high priority for the Dutch West India company. Many leaders incompetent. A fur trading venture, not much settlement. Poorly defended. 
2) 1664 the British take control of New Amsterdam without firing a shot. Renamed “New York” after the king’s brother

3) cultural impact – Easter eggs, cookies, bowling, sleighing, skating

IV) England on the Eve of Empire
A) major causes leading to the British colonial impulse
1) eventual peace with Spain after the defeat of the Armada provides opportunities overseas without harassment (1588 beginning of the end for the Spanish Empire, birth of the British empire)
2) population growth provided workers/potential colonists

3) unemployment at home and farmland, markets overseas

4) people seeking political freedom, religious freedom, social change

5) Joint-stock companies provided financial means, investors pooled resources for sea expeditions.

B) exploration and settlement
1) John Cabot—explored east coast from Virginia to Newfoundland
2) Sir Francis Drake—pirated Spanish ships around the globe; netted heavy profits to his financial backers including Queen Elizabeth (1570’s-80’s)

3) Sir Walter Raleigh—attempted to establish a settlement at Roanoke Island off of North Carolina in 1587. settlement vanished without a trace

4) Jamestown—1607 John Smith, John Rolfe, Pocahontas

5) Plymouth Colony—1620 Pilgrims, Mayflower, Thanksgiving

6) Massachusetts Bay Colony--  1630. John Winthrop, 11 ships, nearly 1,000 colonists. Boston founded
C) Long-term impact

1) Unlike other European groups, the English came to settle. Bringing women and children with them.

2) Less intermarriage with Indians. Culture of exclusion

3) Far from Britain, colonists were left to govern themselves. Several factors plant the seeds of democracy.

4) colonies grow quickly, creating a labor shortage. High wages for some workers, but also indentured servitude and slavery for others. 

	Contributions of Mother Countries to North America

	Spain
	France
	England

	Missionaries established schools, hospitals, printing presses

Spanish language in the Southwest

Teaching of Christianity and handicrafts to Native Americans
	Language, culture, and religion introduced to Canada and Louisiana.
	Democratic forms of local government

Tradition of hardworking, zealous individuals

English language
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