Chapter 8: “America Secedes from the Empire” (pg 141-163)

Guided Reading Questions for The American Pageant. These questions are design to help you better understand your text material.
Before you read the Chapter, give your self a   pre-test. See what you know about the chapter before you read it. When you have finished, go back and correct those questions that you answered incorrectly.
True/False
1. The colonial army eventually lost the battle of Bunker Hill because its troops were short on gunpowder.
2. King George III officially declared the colonies in rebellion just after hiring Hessian solders to fight in America.

3. In his pamphlet, Common Sense, Thomas Paine argued that all government officials are corrupt.

4. The resolution that “These United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent states…” was introduced into the Second Continental Congress by  Thomas Jefferson.
5. After the Declaration of Independence, a majority of colonists eagerly supported independence.
6. Loyalists were least numerous in New England.
7. France came the America’s aid in the Revolution because it wanted revenge against Britain.
8. After the British defeat at Yorktown, the war ended within a month.
Completion    Complete each sentence or statement.
9. Perhaps the most important single action of the Second Continental Congress was to select ______________________________.
10. The Revolutionary War began with fighting in _____________; then in 1777-8, fighting was concentrated in ________________; and the fighting concluded in _____________________.

11. One purpose of the Declaration of Independence was to _____________________________.

12. The Americans who continued to support the crown after independence had been declared were most like to be _____________________________.

13. The Battle of Saratoga was a key victory for the Americans because it brought the colonists _____________________________________________.

14. Some Indian nations joined the British during the Revolutionary War because _____________________________________________________.

Short Answer
15. The combat of the Revolutionary War began in spring 1775. Why did colonists wait until the summer of 1776 to declare independence?

16. Colonists had debated with Parliament and protested its actions since 1763. Why, then, did the Declaration of Independence single out King George III as the tyrant threatening their liberties?

17. List the three most important battles of the Revolutionary War. Justify your selections.

18. Explain why the text’s authors conclude that the Franco-American alliance was “not prompted by a love for America but by a realistic concern for the interests of France.” In what ways did the French contribute to colonial independence?
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