Chapter 5: “Colonial Society on the Eve of Revolution” (pg 84 - 105)

Guided Reading Questions for The American Pageant. These questions are design to help you better understand your text material.
Before you read the Chapter, give your self a   pre-test. See what you know about the chapter before you read it. When you have finished, go back and correct those questions that you answered incorrectly.
True/False
1. In 1775, 2½ million Americans lived in the 13 colonies. The average age was 16.
2. The riches created by the growing slave population in the American South were distributed evenly among southern whites.

3. The triangular trade of the colonial American shipping industry involved trading rum for African slaves.

4. One feature of the American economy that strained the relationship between the colonies and Britain was the growing desire of Americans to trade with other nations in addition to Britain.

5. By the early 18th century, religion in colonial America was less fervid than when the colonies were established.

6. Education was most zealously promoted in New England where schools and universities put the main emphasis on religious subjects.

7. The jury’s decision in the case of John Peter Zenger was significant because it was an early example of freedom of the press.

Completion    Complete each sentence or statement.
8. Contrary to popular belief, by 1775 Britain ruled over _________ colonies in North America.
9. As a result of _______________ in colonial America during the eighteenth century, a momentous shift occurred in the balance of power between the colonists and the mother country

10. The most ethnically diverse region of colonial America was ________________, whereas  _____________ was the least ethnically diverse

11. The most important economic enterprise in the American colonies was _______________. However, one of the surest avenues to speedy wealth was _________________.

12. When the British Parliament passed the Molasses Act in 1733, it intended the act to stop the colonies from trading with ________________________.

13. By 1775, there were only two “established” churches in colonial America. They were the ______________________ and the _______________________ churches.

14. The first American college was ______________________. The first college free from denominational control was __________________________.

15. Although the 13 colonial governments took a variety of forms, one political principal they all came to cherish above most others was _____________________________________.
Short Answer
16. Did differences in wealth and status in the colonies increase or diminish from 1700 to 1750? Explain.
17. Explain how the Great Awakening, an intensely religious movement, contributed to the development of the separation of church and state in America.

18. Early America was not a world of equality and consensus, yet many immigrants poured in, seeing America as a land of opportunity. How could they draw such a conclusion?

