Chapter 4: “American Life in the Seventeenth Century” (pg 66 – 83)

Guided Reading Questions for The American Pageant. These questions are design to help you better understand your text material.
Before you read the Chapter, give your self a   pre-test. See what you know about the chapter before you read it. When you have finished, go back and correct those questions that you answered incorrectly.
True/False
1. The Population of the Chesapeake colonies throughout the first half of the seventeenth century was notable for its fast growth rate
2. By 1700, the most populous colony in English America was Virginia.

3. Bacon’s Rebellion was caused by poor white farmers angered by the English government’s refusal to do anything about Indian attacks.

4. About 10 million African slaves arrived in Virginia before 1700.

5. The Slave society that developed in North America was one of the few slave societies in history to perpetuate itself by its own natural reproduction.

6. As slavery spread in the South, gaps in the social structure widened.

7. Urban development of the colonial South was slow to emerge.

8. During the Salem witchcraft trials, most of those accused as witches were from families associated with Salem’s burgeoning market economy. 

Completion    Complete each sentence or statement.
9. The _________________ system which made some people very wealthy, entailed giving the right to acquire ________________________ to the person paying the passage of a laborer to America.
10. Throughout the greater part of the 17th century, the Chesapeake colonies acquired most of the labor they needed from _______________________.

11. For Africans sold into slavery, the gruesome ocean voyage to America was called ___________________.
12. Contrary to the stereotype, most of the inhabitants of the colonial American South were ____________________
13. The special characteristics of New England’s population led to the observation that these colonists “invented” ____________________________.

14. Thomas Jefferson once observed that “the best school of political liberty the world ever saw” was the ______________________.

Short Answer
15. Compare and contrast the economies, geography and climate, mortality rates, sex ratios, and family relationships of New England and the southern colonies. 

16. Why did colonial masters first adopt the institution of indentured servitude rather than Indian or black slavery to meet their demands for labor? Why, then, did black slavery replace indentured servitude?

17. Which do you think was the main cause of Bacon’s Rebellion: resentment felt by backcountry farmers, Governor Berkeley’s Indian policies, or the pressure of the tobacco economy? Justify your choice.

18. Describe what you think town life contributed to the life-style of New Englanders; then consider what was the consequence of the absence of towns in the colonial South.

