Chapter 1: “New World Beginnings” (pg 4 – 24)

Guided Reading Questions for The American Pageant. These questions are design to help you better understand your text material.
Before you read the Chapter, give your self a   pre-test. See what you know about the chapter before you read it. When you have finished, go back and correct those questions that you answered incorrectly.
True/False
____1. The Europeans accidentally discovered the Americas while searching for a cheaper way to import goods from Asia without paying Muslim middlemen.
____2. The Norsemen's lasting contributions to the development of American society included architectural designs and coined money.

____3. The Portuguese ocean-going ship which combined lateen sails with square rigging was called the Caravel.

____4. The rise of slavery in the "new world" was closely related to the demands of cotton plantations.

____5. The greatest loss of life among the Indian population came from warfare with the European invaders.

____6. The Spanish were concerned about English settlements in North America, but not worried about Catholic French settlements.
 

Completion    Complete each sentence or statement.
 

____7. The Aztecs, Anasazi, Moundbuilders of the Ohio River valley, and settlers of Cahokia were able to build large settlements primarily through the cultivation of ______________.
____8. In the eleventh century, Norse explorers who established ________, the first European colony in North America.

____9. _____________was the Italian merchant who spend twenty years in the court of the Chinese Emperor Kublai Khan.

____10. The marriage of Queen Isabella of Castile and King ___________ of Aragon formed the foundation for modern Spain.

____11. The Spanish missionary, ___________________ declared the _______________ system “a moral pestilence.”

____12. The oldest continually inhabited European settlement in North America is __________, settled by the ____________ in 1565.

 

Short Answer
 

____13. Describe European society in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.

____14. Describe the origin and expansion of the European slave trade.

____15. Describe the most significant plant, animal, and bacterial exchanges between the Europeans and the Americans ("the Columbian exchange").

