Hamilton-Jefferson Debate
Situation: Congressional investigating committee meeting

Controversial issues: Thomas Jefferson v. Alexander Hamilton—which man has the best policies for the nation?

1. Should the United States adopt the new Constitution to replace the Articles of Confederation?

2. Does the government of the Articles need to be replaced?

3. Can a republic govern a large territory and a diverse population?

4. Will the new constitutional government create an aristocratic power in the presidency?

5. Should the federal government assume the state debts?
6. How strong should it the federal government be? 
7. Constitutional interpretation (who should be allowed to do it?)

8. Foreign Relations: Who is a better friend to the US: France or Britain?
9. French Revolution: is it good for the US? Should we get involved?
10. Internal improvements (roads, canals, public works: who should build them? Where does the money come from?)

11. Law enforcement and use of force what should the government’s reaction be to Shays’ and Whisky rebellions
12. National Bank (should we have one?
13. National Debt (is it a good or a bad thing?)
14. Personality strengths of Hamilton and Jefferson

15. Popular rule (is it good for the country?)
16. Protective tariff (should we have one?)
17. Slavery (what should the government position be?)
18. Should states be able to ignore (nullify) federal laws that they don’t agree with?
19. What is the future of America? Should we become Urban industry or rural agriculture?

20. Alien and Sedition Acts: what should the government do with people who criticize the government?
Roles:
	Jefferson Supporters
	Hamilton supporters

	Charleston economist

	New England Aristocrat

	Episcopal minister

	Connecticut merchant in the sugar import business

	Hotel owner

	Bank of the US official

	Richmond attorney

	Boston attorney

	Revolutionary war veteran

	Chief of the Iroquois nation


	isolationist

	Federalist party national chairman

	Richmond attorney

	Government soldier

	South Carolina legislator

	Harvard historian

	Merchant marine captain

	Land speculator

	Virginia state banker

	Quaker 

	Georgia small farmer

	New York economist

	Episcopal minister

	Philadelphia doctor

	Georgia moonshiner

	Slave on a North Carolina tobacco plantation


	Cotton grower

	Rhode Island US senator

	US ambassador to France 

	Textile factory owner

	Republican party National chairman
	US ambassador to Britain

	University of Virginia historian

	wife of a signer of the Declaration of Independence


	Assignment—prepare:
	

	· a description/background of your role,
	· clearly state your opinion of the issue

	· Present yourself as someone whose ideas are worth considering
	· Anticipate the arguments of the opposing side. Be prepared to give a rebuttal/counter arguments


JEFFERSONIANS:

DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICANS
· Jeffersonians, for the most part, were artisans, shopkeepers, frontier settlers, or owners of small farms in the interior regions of the South and

· West. 

· Jeffersonians favored a form of government which was more democratic than Britain.

· Jeffersonians thought that the common people were capable of self government. They wanted to establisha small property owner's democracy. Jeffersonians desired to increased the opportunities for the common people to participate in government by lowering voting qualification.

· Jefferson favored a strict interpretation of the Constitution to limit the powers of the central government and conserve state rights.

· Jeffersonians wanted to reduce the number of federal office-holders.

· Jeffersonians favored freedom of speech and press.

· Jeffersonians preferred an agrarian society, but with some industry subordinate to agriculture.

· Jeffersonians believed that the government should offer no special favors to business.

· Jeffersonians felt that no special favors should be given to manufacturers.

· Jeffersonians opposed Hamilton's bank bill as unconstitutional and wanted to encourage state banks.

· Jeffersonians felt that the nation debt was harmful to the nation, that

· the debt should be paid as quickly as possible, and that the nation remain out of debt.

· Jeffersonians distrusted Britain and wanted the United States to establish a policy favorable to France.

HAMILTONIANS: FEDERALIST
· Hamiltonians, for the most part, were merchants bankers, manufacturers, or professional men from New England and the Atlantic seaboard, along with some wealthy farmers and Southern planters.

· Hamiltonians admired the British aristocracy and British system of government and wished to see it used as a model.

· Hamiltonians considered the common people ignorant and incapable of self-government. They wanted men of wealth and property to rule. Hamiltonians desired high voting qualifications claiming that unfettered democracy was anarchy.

· Hamiltonians favored a broad interpretation of the Constitution to strengthen the central government at the expense of state rights.

· Hamiltonians wanted an expanding bureaucracy.

· Hamiltonians, favored restrictions on speech and the press.

· Hamiltonians preferred an industrial society with a balanced economy.

· Hamiltonians believed that the government should foster business and contribute to the growth of capitalistic enterprise. Hamiltonians favored a protective tariff to aid manufacturers.

· Hamiltonians proposed a powerful national bank modeled after the Bank of England.

· Hamiltonians considered the national debt a blessing, to be used to advantage in the establishment of credit.

· Hamiltonians wanted the United States to break official bonds with France and tie itself closely to Britain.

