SAN LORENZO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

ARROYO HIGH SCHOOL

Title of Course: Advanced Placement

US History

Grade: 11th-12th

Instructor: Ms. Jodi Soares

Prep. Period: 1st  

Voice mail #4013

Email: jsoares@slzusd.k12.ca.us
Website: http://www.geocities.com/teacher_soares

COURSE DESCRIPTION

AP US History is a reading, writing, and discussion course designed to be the equivalent of a freshman college course and can earn students college credit. It is a challenging course designed to provide students with factual knowledge and analytical skills to deal critically with issues in United States history. In this course students will address social, political, economic, geographic, and cultural topics 

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTATIONS

· This class will prepare students to pass the AP US History test, which all students will be expected to take. The test fee, approximately $86, will be collected during the first month of class.

· This class is designed specifically for students desiring a college-level survey history course. It requires seriously committed students who are willing to work far above the level required in a "regular" high school history class. 

· Because of the limited amount of time we have together in class, students are responsible for a significant amount of reading outside of class. Approximately 20% of the material covered on classroom tests will be based on this outside reading.

· To prepare for this class (and to demonstrate his or her dedication to it) each student will complete "Summer Work" consisting of reading and reflecting on primary source documents and preparing for a geography pre-test to be administered the second day of class.

· Everyone is expected to attend all the time, come prepared all the time in a constructive and cooperative manner, and to shoulder the responsibility for the class work in a mature and diligent way without whining and complaining. This is a difficult course with potentially great benefits. Students unwilling to do the work should be in another class.

STANDARDS EMPHASIZED IN THIS COURSE

· Students will meet the History-Social Science content standards by analyzing the significant events in the founding of the nation; attempts to realize the philosophy of government described in the Declaration of Independence; and the significant political, social, economic, technological and cultural developments of American history. 

· Students will meet the SLZUSD English Language Arts Standards by analyzing the organization patters, arguments, and positions advanced in the material they read (fiction and non-fiction; primary and secondary sources). Students will write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument.

· Students will meet the Expected Schoolwide Learning Results by communicating and using technology effectively and becoming informed citizens capable of critical thought about the history of the United States.

· A detailed explanation of how this course meets the criteria established by the College Board audit of the course can be found here: http://www.geocities.com/teacher_soares_apush/apush_course_outline.htm
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS USED


The course textbook is The American Pageant published by Houghton Mifflin Company.


Supplemental readings will be taken from The American Spirit, also published by Houghton Mifflin.


In addition, a variety of primary source documents, readings, maps, and videos may be used to supplement the text.

GRADING AND HOMEWORK POLICY

Your grade is based on: tests, essays, research projects, participation in class debates and discussions, homework, and class work

Homework: students can expect homework every night and on weekends. Homework usually consists of reading assignments, preparation for class discussion, and studying for exams.

Essays and Projects: several essays and projects will be assigned in class, including a research project. Occasionally, some time will be provided in class to work on projects, but it is expected that most work will be completed at home.

Tests / Quizzes: Major exams will be given bi-weekly and there will be a 15-point quiz each week. Make-ups due to an excused absence must be made up before the test / quiz is handed back or you will receive a zero.

Participation: at the end of each unit, a participation grade will be given based on class attendance and active participation in class discussion and group activities. It is crucial to be in class every day to obtain as many of these points as possible. Tardies, cuts, and classroom misbehavior will negatively affect this score.

Academic Honesty: you are in this class to learn, so academic dishonesty is simply hurting yourself in the long run. It is expected that all work turned in should be your own work in your own words. If you use the words or ideas of another person, (including paraphrasing) you must give credit to your source. Cheating on tests includes, but is not limited to, copying from another’s paper, sharing answers, and using material during the test that is not authorized by the instructor. 



The penalty for Academic dishonesty (cheating) is a deduction of twice the number of points that the assignment was worth. This loss of points cannot be made up.
ATTENDANCE / TARDY POLICY

Attendance in the class is VITAL! Because we only see each other for 90 days and must complete material that many schools take 180 days to teach, we have to move fast. We only have 60 days until the AP test!!!

Missing a day or two will leave you feeling pretty lost and confused. Try your best to come to school every day.

Tardies: if you are not in your seat when the bell rings you are tardy. If you decide to line up at the door before class is over, you will be given a tardy too. Tardies will be dealt with in accordance with the school rules. 

In addition, absences (of any kind) and tardies will lower your class participation score. You can’t participate if you aren’t in class.

MAKE-UP WORK


When you are absent, you must make up the work you missed. If your classmates can’t tell you what you’ve missed, please ask me before or after class not in the middle of a lesson (please!)


You have the number of days you were absent plus one to make up the work. Only excused absences can be made up.


If your absence is considered a “cut”, the work you missed may not be made up.

Pre-arranged absences: Students who will miss exams due to a pre-arranged absence (doctor’s appointment, school activity, athletics, etc. are strongly encouraged to take the test before the absence. Lunchtime will probably be the most convenient time to do this. Homework assignments must be turned in before a pre-arranged absence. Students who miss oral presentations will meet with the teacher outside of class the day after (preferably lunchtime) and do their presentation then.

Absence due to illness: Students who will miss exams due to illness must make up the exam the day they return to school. If a student is absent for an extended period (e.g., more than five days), an appointment for making-up the test will be made. Complete loss of credit for an exam may result if the exam is not completed in a timely fashion.
Late Work: In order to encourage student accountability and eliminate the "paper trail syndrome", late work is not accepted. However, on the rare occasion when unavoidable obstacles keep assignments from being completed on time, a no-penalty "grace period" (typically 24 hours) is provided for most assignments.
FOR STUDENTS WHO FALL BEHIND:

AP US History is a college level course. Some students feel overwhelmed at first. This is a normal feeling but not one that we want to persist. Students who receive a “C” or lower on their first two quizzes, writing assignments, or seminars will be required to attend a MANDATORY study-skills workshop. This meeting will be held in Ms. Soares’ room at lunch or after school. This requirement isn’t intended to be a punishment but a way to receive extra support so that you will do better in class. This meeting will consist of tips on time management, study skills, test taking strategies, etc. Students not “required” to attend may come anyway if they want help with these topics.
 AP Essay Rubric
	8 - 9
	· Has a clear well-developed thesis that "answers" the prompt and which guides the essay throughout. 

· Demonstrates understanding of the complexity of the topic. 

· Effectively uses all or a substantial number of documents and interprets them correctly (DBQ); uses many accurate facts and details from the time period (FR). 

· Effectively analyzes, interprets, and makes inferences from the information. 

· Supports thesis with many relevant facts and interprets that information correctly. 

· May contain insignificant errors that do not hinder argument or organization. 

	5 - 7
	· Has a thesis which addresses the essay prompt. 

· Clearly explains the differences or similarities of the issue; some imbalance is acceptable. 

· Effectively uses some of the documents (DBQ) or uses some facts to support interpretation (FR). 

· Includes some outside facts with little or superficial interpretation. 

· May contain minor errors that do not interfere with comprehension. 

	2 - 4
	· Has a limited, confused, or poorly developed thesis, may restate the prompt, or has weak organization and writing. 

· Describes differences or similarities in a general or simplistic manner; may cover only part of the topic. 

· Briefly cites documents (sometimes in a "laundry list) or quotes documents (DBQ), interprets documents or outside facts incorrectly (DBQ & FR), simply mentions facts without interpretation (FR). 

· Contains few facts or contains facts that are irrelevant or inaccurate. 

· May contain major historical errors. 

	0 - 1
	· Has no thesis or a thesis that does not address the topic. 

· Shows inadequate or inaccurate understanding of the question. 

· Contains little or no understanding of the documents or ignores them completely. 

· Contains inappropriate facts or no outside facts. 

· Includes numerous errors, both major and minor. 


The following are the grade equivalents for these scores. To "pass" the AP test, you must write essays that score a 6 or higher.  Always aim for the highest score possible

DBQ and Free Response Essays

	

	Rubric score
	%
	points

	9
	100%
	100 pts

	8
	92%
	92 pts

	7
	86%
	86 pts

	6
	82%
	82 pts


	Rubric score
	%
	points

	5
	76%
	76 pts

	4
	72%
	72 pts

	3
	66%
	66 pts

	2
	62%
	62 pts

	1
	56%
	56 pts

	0
	0%
	0 pts


MATERIALS REQUIRED OF STUDENTS


Every day you will need to bring to class: 

· Binder Paper

· A pen (dark blue or black ink)

· Your text book: The American Pageant, and any readings we are currently working on.

In addition, many students find internet access to be a great asset in the class. There are many good websites dedicated to historical topics. Also, we have a class website that has an assignment calendar, copies of lecture notes, and links to other useful information. This website can be found at:

www.geocities.com/teacher_soares
CLASSROOM RULES

Ms. Soares’ guidelines for a happy classroom:

· Show respect to your classmates, your teacher, and yourself.

· Learn from others, share with others.

· Challenge yourself. 

· Be in your seat with all your materials (books, pens, notebook, etc.) when the bell rings. Stay seated and busy until the bell rings.

· Be appropriate in class. Take care of personal needs like eating, drinking, grooming and going to the bathroom outside of class.

· Cell phones and musical listening devices should be turned off and kept out of sight during class time.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Please share this syllabus with your parent or guardian. Once they have read it, ask them to sign in the box below.

My signature below indicates that I have read this US History syllabus and agree to its terms o

Parent or Guardian Signature ____________________________________

Student’s Signature ___________________________

Student’s Name (printed) _______________________________

Grading Scale:


A = 90% +	


B = 80% - 89%		


C = 70% - 79%	


D = 60% - 69%	


F = less than 60%
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