The 50-Word Assignment
Assignment: In one sentence not exceeding 50 words, summarize the given reading passage.

Purpose: This assignment requires students to build vocabulary and strengthen writing skills. Students must evaluate what they read and distill the most important concepts. 
Technique:

· Read the passage assigned.

· List the most crucial ideas in the passage.

· First draft: fit the ideas together in one grammatical sentence (avoid run-ons, sentence fragments, and comma splices)

· Count the number of words in your sentence. Are you over 50?

· Editing (and re-editing): are you using three words when one would suffice? Look at each word in the sentence, what is its function? 

Basic grammar rule: Every sentence must have a subject and a verb. 

examples

George Washington was tall.

The success of the containment policy in Europe proved difficult to duplicate in Asia.

Hint: when trying to find the subject and predicate, remove prepositional phrases first.

The success (of the containment policy) (in Europe) proved difficult (to duplicate in Asia).

Common prepositions:
about

above

across

after

against

along

among

around

at

before


behind

below

beneath

beside

between

beyond

but

by

despite

down


during

except

for

from

in

inside

into

like

near

of


off

on

onto

out

outside

over

past

since

through

throughout


till

to

toward

under

underneath

until

up

upon

with

within

without
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

How to make a sentence longer:
Coordinating conjunctions: and, but, for, nor, or, so, yet
Correlative conjunctions (work in pairs): either/or; neither/nor; not only/but also; whether/or
Example: 
Meriwether Lewis is justly famous for his expedition into the territory of the Louisiana Purchase and beyond, but few people know of his contributions to natural science. 
Lewis had been well trained by scientists in Philadelphia prior to his expedition, and he was a curious man by nature.
Lewis and Clark’s mission included not only the advancement of science, but also the furtherance of American geopolitical and commercial interests.

How to make a sentence longer: (continued)
Dependent (or subordinate) clauses: begin with a subordinating conjunction. Although a dependent clause has both a subject and a predicate, it cannot stand alone because it does not express a complete thought. Dependent clauses must always be attached to an independent clause.
Example: 
Even though the United States was officially a neutral nation, its economy became closely tied to that of the Allied powers, Great Britain and France.
Subordinating conjunctions:
after
although
as
as if 
as long as 
as much as 
as soon as 
as though 
because 
before 
even if 
even though 
how 
if 
in order that
inasmuch   
lest 
now that 
provided (that)  
since
so that
than
that
though
till ( or 'til)
unless
until
when
whenever
where
wherever
while
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Relative clauses (another type of subordinate clause): introduced by who, whom, whose, which, and that and have an antecedent (a noun or pronoun previously mentioned in the sentence) to which they refer.
Example: 
Martin Luther King, Jr. formed the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), which organized ministers and churches in the South to get behind the civil rights struggle.
Sacagawea, who was one of the Indian wives of Charbonneau, who was a French fur-trader, accompanied the expedition as a translator.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Appositives: rename or re-identify a noun with a clause, usually set off by commas
Example: 
Among the Democrats, William Jefferson Clinton, the youthful governor of Arkansas, emerged from the primaries as his party’s choice for president.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Participial Phrases: use the participial form of the verb (usually ending in –ing or –ed, although there are many exceptions) to modify either a noun or verb/
Example: 
Responding to anti-war protesters, Americans who supported the government’s Vietnam policy developed their own slogans.
Many people, terrified of losing their savings in a bank failure, kept their money at home under their mattress.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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