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Task-Based Learning (TBL) Package

Introduction

“Story” is a genre that students are most familiar with. However, their good story reading ability does not mean that they can write it systematically and clearly. Moreover, “Creativity” is something that Hong Kong students lack. This is assuredly due to the lack of rooms for creation. Since features of traditional writing class are discussing a model essay and practicing language points in the lesson, this time, we would like to let students to engage in the composing experience itself. This TBL package aims at teaching and guiding students to write a story in a clear sequence together and providing chances for them to image and create. Co-operation skills, communication skills and critical thinking skills will also be acquired through the completion of this package.
Target Students

This TBL package is typically tailor-made for Key Stage (KS) 3 students (S.1 – S.3) of the Hong Kong curriculum.
Pre-task (ice-breaking role-play: Gossip with Neighbors)
Objectives:

In this activity, students are able to:

1) Create the schema on vocabularies on traffic (e.g. 'Green man' crossings, zebra crossings, traffic lights, etc.) for the following writing task

2) Practice oral skills (polite enquiry for information, description on neighborhood traffic)
Situation:

The class is in a neighborhood. Students are living nearby that their apartments/shops face the road. Outside each apartment/shop there are different kinds of traffic signs and devices.
Procedures:
1) Each student is assigned a character and is given a note with some information on their role.

E.g.: You are Sarah. You are a waitress of a café. Your husband, Ken, is a cook in a restaurant in the opposite pedestrian. The zebra crossing is right in front of the café, with a flashing yellow beacon on either side of the pavement.

2) Students are free to talk with one another and they have to enquire as much information as possible from their peers.

3) Ask several questions, which necessarily include the target vocabularies and write them on the board at the same time, about each character, and explain difficult terms. 
Estimated Time:
30 minutes(to be done in previous lesson)
Materials:
1) a map (appendix 1)

2) 10 versions of scripts of character for students (appendix 2)

3) 1 vocabulary list (appendix 3)
4) blue tack for posting papers on board

Task (Creative Writing):
Objectives

Through this task, students would 
1) write a story together with other classmates in a group
2) master the vocabulary learnt in pre-task

3) acquire co-operation skills, like job-dividing, interpreting and integrating ideas, leadership and discussion
Situation:

You are now waiting for you friend in an outdoor café, sitting near the road. You have nothing to do and so, you observe the behaviors of pedestrians and drivers. 
Procedures:
1) Divide students into 4 groups and each group is given a paper and a sign pen.
2) Ask students about the essential and good elements of a story.

3) Ask students to brainstorm what they will see under the situation.

4) Each group writes the introduction in about 30 words in 10 minutes, and writes it on the paper given in large font size.
5) Pass their work clockwise to another group, and continue writing the second paragraph in about 50 words of their classmates’ story in 10 minutes.

6) Repeat (4) for the third paragraph and the ending.

7) Post all the finished work to the board.
8) Each group to summarize their stories, which they write the ending, in a few sentences and speak them out in front of the whole class.

Estimated Time:
55 minutes
Materials:

1) 4 large pieces of paper
2) 4 sign pens
Post-task (Story Analysis):
Objectives:
When students finish this task, they would
1) know the essential elements of a good story
2) be able to analyze their own work

Procedures:
1) Let students vote for their favourite story

2) Ask students to give reasons why they would choose that story
3) Analyze the story by focusing on the organization and the semantic flow of it instead of grammar
4) Each student has to adjust the story of his own group at home and hand in it in the next lesson
Estimated Time:
1) 30 minutes (analysis)
2) 15 minutes (homework: story adjustment)
Materials:

1) Stories written in Task
2) Blue tack for posting papers on board

Conclusion

Writing is a way for us to exchange ideas with others. To do it effectively, we should write clearly and systematically. As different genres contain different elements, we should know them first before starting to write. By completing this TBL package, students have:
· learnt some vocabularies on traffic

· cooperated with classmates to write a short story

· learnt how to write a story in a clear sequence

· learnt the elements of a good story

· practiced analyzing a story on their own

Thus in the future, they would be able to write good stories and, the most important of all, apply this approach on other kinds of writing.
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Appendixes:

1) Map for pre-task
2) 10 versions of scripts of character for students in pre-task
3) Vocabulary list
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