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2 Peter 1:16-21

16 We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."

18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.

19 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation.

21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Questions of Life: Where should I search?

“Oh goodness! I’ve lost my keys. Not just keys to my house but the whole church.” Let’s say you are my friend. You try to be helpful. How will we begin our search? You may say: “Retrace your steps, Chris.” I’ll say: “My steps? Well I woke up, washed up in my bathroom/toilet and then I went straight to the office (here in Adam Road).” And then like Sherlock Holmes, you reply: “Elementary, Chris! Let’s go to the Zoo to look for your keys!” I’ll ask: “What? Why?” Then you say: “The Zoo - it’s got the best toilets in Singapore (which it has)! I think we should begin our search for your lost keys there!” That’s ridiculous. The search has nothing to do with the finding.

Many of us search for God and for truth that way. The Singapore toilet zoo way! We begin where WE want it to begin. We begin where we are comfortable. We begin with where we like to think God, like a set of keys, can be found. So if we think God can be found in the stars, we will keep reading our horoscopes or seeking feng shui advice. Or if we think God can be encountered and experienced in meditation, in prayers, in sex (which some consider a divine experience), in dreams, in healthy living, in places of worship, in pilgrimages to holy places, in crises (you’ll keep asking for more) – then we will search for him in all those places and in those ways. And the principle is: It does NOT matter where you search. The search has nothing to do with the finding.

If there is a God, it is He who must tell us where to find and meet him. It is He who must dictate the terms of our encounter. The search has everything to do with the finding. If we tell him, if we dictate the terms – he cannot be God, we are! The starting point of Christianity is that there is one true God. And this God meets us in the place and on the terms He dictates. God tells us that we will meet him and encounter him in his word, the Bible. God reveals himself by speaking and we respond by hearing. Which means every time you read God’s Word, the Bible, it is a meeting/an encounter with the living God. We will explore that later under point 2. Let’s say for the moment, we are willing to buy that argument. We say: “OK, God meets me in the Bible. But how do I know how reliable the Bible is. How can I trust this book is an accurate historical account?” 

Secondary Questions about the Bible are questions of:

a. Reliability (how can I trust this book?)

Today if you want an accurate record of any writing (an article, accounts, sermons), just photocopy or press the print icon on computer. In ancient times, they had to hand copy. There was a whole professional group called copyists. There are two main tests for the reliability of any historical document: the documentary test and time interval test. First, documentary test refers to the number of existing hand copy documents. The more documents around – the more you can test for variations or mistakes. The less variations, the more accurate. Second, the time interval between the earliest existing copy we have and the time it was written. The closer or shorter the time, the more accurate.

So in the table on page 7 (SEE LCD). Let’s look at Caesar, Aristotle and Homer.

When written

Earliest Copy 
Time span
No. of copies

Caesar 

100-44 BC.

AD 900

1,000 years
10

Aristotle

384-322 BC

AD 1100
1400 years
49

Homer

900 BC


400 BC

400 years
643

New Testament
AD 40-100

AD 125

25 years

24,000

(5,300 Greek, 10,000 Latin and 9,000 others)

Challenge:         So we believe or at least we do not quibble that there was a great emperor Caesar, philosopher Aristotle and poet Homer, they lived, they wrote, and we accept it. Then we should at least give the New Testament documents and person of Jesus a fair reading. We owe it to our intellectual honesty. The finding has everything to do with the search. We must at least begin here.

b. Translations (which version should I read?)

Let’s say for the moment, we are willing to buy that argument. We say: “OK God meets me in the Bible. But how do I know which version to read?” Has anything been lost in transmission as we translate from one language? Translations are God’s Word in different languages. (See LCD 2). Notice they all start by translating the original. In the English language, there are those that try to make it as literal as the original Hebrew and Greek. There are those that paraphrase – that do not worry about literal but just get to the heart of the meaning. There are those that try to make it literal and contemporary. Translations do not affect the accuracy of transmission.

William Shakespeare wrote 37 plays in the 1700s – about 300 years ago. And this was after they discovered the printing press. In every one of Shakespeare plays, there are gaps (Latin word: lacunae) in the printed text. We have no idea what was originally said. Scholars have to make “conjectural emendations” (it is a fancy word for “good guesses”) to fill in the blanks. With the New Testament, however, we know that nothing has been lost through transmission. Only 40 lines (or 0.05 per cent) of the New Testament have variations. Compare this with the best of western historical documents - Homer’s Illiad. It has 764 lines which are in doubt (or about 5 per cent). If nothing has been lost in transmission, then there is nothing lost in translation – whether it is more literal, contemporary or paraphrase. Then we should at least give the Bible and person of Jesus a fair reading. We owe it to our intellectual honesty. The finding has everything to do with the search. We must at least begin here.

We now turn to answer the primary or more important questions. If there is a God, it is He who must tell us where to find and meet him. It is He who must dictate the terms of our encounter. Primary questions are questions of authorship, authority, purpose and response.

Primary Questions about the Bible are questions of:

a. Authorship: God of Word (WHO wrote this?)

If someone asked you to describe God, how will you describe him? God is good, God of miracles, God is omni (all) – omnipresent (all-around), omnipotent (all-powerful), omniscient (all-knowing). All that is true. But one of the most missing descriptions of God is this. He is a God who speaks. He is God of Word. He creates by His word. In Genesis, it records this: “Then God said … and it was so.” We say and it was not so. So God creates by His Word. But God not only creates but he also communicates or reveals by his word. And what does he reveal? Himself, his purpose for his people. And not just a God who creates and communicates but who judges by his word. And finally, a God who saves by his word. He gives spoke to Noah, Abraham and Israel. Jesus is the Word of God become flesh or man. He is creator who has come to reveal fully (after him no more), judge and to save. Because God is God of Word and His Son is His final and full word to us, we (the church) are a people of Word. We are created by word, we are judged and saved by his word. But all I want to know who is the author? God or man?

b. Authority: Word of God (WHAT is the Bible?)

Because God is a God of Word, the Word of God is authoritative.

Four insights to this:

2 Peter 1:20-21. “Above all you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never had it origin in the will of man but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” The actual answer is that there are two authors: God spoke and wrote through man.

Matthew 19:5. Jesus is discussing marriage. And Jesus quotes Genesis 2:24 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife.” In Genesis, this verse is actually the comment of the writer. But for Jesus, the words of the Bible, no matter who the human author, are the very words of God.

Matthew 22:31. Jesus is debating the resurrection. Jesus asked: “Have you never read what was spoken to you by God?” Jesus regarded the actual words, the sentences, put together as the whole (Old Testament) Bible as the word of God. They are “spoken by God”! For Jesus, the words of the Bible, no matter who the human author, are the very words of God. And they not spoken to people in the past – God is speaking to YOU!

Matthew 4. In his temptations in the desert that launched his ministry. Jesus showed he was different in his attitude to God’s Word. He rebutted each temptation as: “It is written.” which is Jesus' way of saying: “What the (Old Testament) Bible says, God says!” "God’s Word is the final authority in my life."

The primary question is: what kind of God is he? He is a God of Word. And hence, every word of God is true and authoritative. It is the final authority. It rules me. I submit myself to God by submitting to his word, his way of living. So the issue is between God’s metanarrative and micronarrative. What do we mean?

i. Metanarrative vs micronarrative

By metanarrative, we mean God’s objective story. The big picture. The overarching story of God revealed and fulfilled in the Bible. The metanarrative is God’s story told to include man in God’s purpose. Micronarrative, on other hand, is the story of humanity told to exclude God from our life. The biography of man has displaced the biography of the maker. The story of the creature has usurped the story of the creator. See this everywhere. Especially in media and literature. Most popular shows are micronarratives.

- 
Princess Diana. BBC scoop before her death. Millions tuned in to listen to whether she committed adultery. Was in Scotland. Crying for an English princess. People had a deeper relationship with a TV personality whom they never met than with family members whom they live with!

- 
Monica Lewinsky. For about a year, she gripped the news because of affair with President Clinton. The tape transcripts were finally released on Internet. Millions signed on. For what: to find out truth of God or to grovel in trivia of cigars and windowless corridors.

- 
Put it altogether, we live in a world where our personal subjective stories challenge God’s objective story. It’s a world where we suffer from information anxiety if we do not catch up with micro narrative (must buy, surf, read, tune in, watch or else will die if we miss it). But we feel no anxiety if we miss God and his word. We live in a world where everyone’s voices must be heard (gay, marginalized, feminist). Everyone’s voices but God’s voice. It is a world where everyone’s pain and problem is more important than God’s pain and problem. It is a world where God and his authority of His word to live his way is rejected. 

c. Purpose: How can I be …………? (WHY was it written?)

The primary question of the Bible is not just of authorship and of authority but of purpose. 

Read Luke 24:44-45.

He said to them: “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms. Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them: “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise on the third day and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations.”

All of God’s Word is about this man – Jesus. He is God’s king or Christ. He came to die for our rebellion. We live in total disobedience to God by rejecting God’s word. Jesus lived in total obedience to God’s Word. He rose from the dead and is acceptable to God. He was the first man to fully live God’s way. He was the first man to live without sin. Sin is living my way according to my word. We need to repent of this arrogance. Jesus has come as God’s substitute to forgive me of my sin of living our way. What is it like on micro to macro level?

-
Macro: If Pol Pot thinks killing off intellectuals is the answer to new humanity, that is his way. If Hitler thinks Jews are a problem, that is his word against his word. In Durban, UN congress on racism. Collapsed. Cannot agree who has been racist towards whom. Whites towards blacks. Malaysia and Singapore: how mard when we cannot agree on which way?

-
Micro: Modern couple in New York. Married but can still date. They hit a bad patch in marriage. The wife has a man sleep over. Husband comes back. Man says: I hope you don’t mind drink coffee. Slept on sofa. But I do mind sleeping watching my TV. No matter how modern. Things never change. We either live God’s way or we don’t. We cannot make up new rules – convince yourself that it is right.

d. Response: Opinion vs Obedience (SO WHAT?)

There are two ways to respond ton God, His Word. One is we can keep giving our opinion of what we think of the Bible. What’s the Bible’s view of sex, divorce, homosexuality, stem cells, cloning, recession? The other is to obey. Accept Jesus. Had enough of living my way.

Once in Australia, I met two men. They came to chat to me after my talk. I asked them, "Well, what do you do?" "We are prisoners!" they replied. At first I was a little taken aback, what do I say?!  "Good, how long have you been IN??

One of them was a cop became criminal. Everything was going good but wanted something else. He was arrested, endured hardship as a cop in prison. Then he was converted. He now loves God’s Word. He has Bible study through toilet bowl. When you have lived without God and his word – you know how terrible it is to live our way. WHAT ABOUT YOU? Do you know how terrible it is? Do you want to live God's way and live under His forgiveness?

If you are ready to live under God, you may be praying this prayer for the very first time:

"Dear God, I know I am not worthy to be accepted by you. I don’t deserve your gift of eternal life. I am guilty of rebelling against you. I need forgiveness. Thank you for sending your Son, Jesus, to die for me that I may be forgiven. Thank you that he rose from the dead to give me new life. Please forgive me and change me by your Spirit that I may live with Jesus as my ruler. Amen"

-         Action 2: For those uncertain, read some more, go to Bookends.

-         Action 3: Keep talking to friends. Keep coming.
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