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Colossians 4:2-18

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.

3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.

4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.

5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.

6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.

7 Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord.

8 I am sending him to you for the express purpose that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts.

9 He is coming with Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you. They will tell you everything that is happening here.

10 My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.)

11 Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the only Jews among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to me.

12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.

13 I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis.

14 Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings.

15 Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house.

16 After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea.

17 Tell Archippus: "See to it that you complete the work you have received in the Lord."

18 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you.

True Spirituality in the World

Colossians 4:2-18

Introduction:

What’s at the heart of life? What’s a necessary part of living? What comes with the territory? What comes with the package? According to the Peanuts Cartoon strip, this is a necessary part and is indeed the very package of life.

Classroom Scene. Two students are talking.

A: I worried about this test all night. I worried, and worried and worried.

B: So what happened?

A: I got an “A”

A: I wasted a good worry!

Bedroom scene. Charlie Brown is all tucked in.

1: It’s very strange!

2: Sometimes you lie in bed at night and you don’t have a single worry!

3: That always worries me!

For many of us, worry IS a necessary part of living.

Let us ask the question differently: What’s at the heart of the Christian life? What’s a necessary part of Christian living? What comes with the territory of believing in Jesus? What comes with the package of following Jesus? Does adding “Christian” change our package of life? According to the false teachers in Colossians it does. And these were the differences, markers, characteristics of the Christian life. What we can call “true spirituality”. They were saying you have Christ “BUT”. In other words, you need to add to Christ. You need to add to the Gospel. This is what “Gospel plus” means. Look at the left side of table below.

False teaching on False Spirituality: 

Move on from (or add to) Christ!
Paul’s teaching on True Spirituality:

Continue with Christ! (2:6-7)

Christ + Keep religious rules (2:9-16)
Seek CHRIST: Be Christ-centred (3:1-4)

Christ + Seek spiritual experiences (2:17)
Seek PURITY: Transformed PERSONAL lives (3:5-9)

Christ + Denial of body (2:20-23)
Seek UNITY: Transformed RELATIONSHIPS (3:10-4:1)


Seek Christ-centred PRAYERS (4:2-3)


Seek to SHARE Christ (4:5-6)

According to Paul the apostle, who writes to the Colossians, these were FALSE markers! What’s at heart of the Christian life. Christ is. Why? Previously I lived in rebellion against God. Now I live in submission to God. Why? Not because I can or want to. But because God himself has sent his Son to take away my rebellion and make me acceptable to Him. And because God has done this, my whole life is now to be Christ-centred. This means I am to be wrapped up with, consumed by, obsessed with Jesus. This means my life is decided and acted upon with Jesus who has saved me, who now rules my life and will return to save his own and judge the world.

And Paul then shows us HOW having Christ as my God is to displayed in my life. Three ways in Colossians 3. First, purity. Christ transforms my whole personal life (3:5-10). Put to death (3:5) whatever belongs to earthly nature. What used to be so much part of the package of my old life (my sexual sins and social sins), I must now consider no longer part of the package of my new life. So purity or Godliness is at the heart of the Christian life? It comes with the territory of believing in Jesus.

Second, unity. Christ transforms all my relationships (3:11-4:1). Previously, my relationships were marked by discord, now my relationships are marked by concord. Previously all my relationships were lived with prejudice, with me at the centre, with my word judging/destroying people. Now, my relationships are lived with Christ at the centre – with his forgiveness, his love, his peace, his word ruling over me and my brothers and sisters among God’s church or people. That is why Christian wives can submit, Christian husbands can love and not be harsh, Christian children can obey their parents, Christian slaves can obey their masters, Christians masters can act justly and fairly. Why? Because Christ is God’s rightful king over my life and my life is centred around Jesus. What’s at the heart of the Christian life? Unity or peace. It comes with the territory of believing in Jesus.

Now Paul is going to end the letter by encouraging us to transform two other things besides personal Godliness and relationships. He is going to tell us that prayer and sharing Jesus is at the heart of the Christian life. They come with the package of following Jesus. Adding “Christian” to our package of life must mean adding prayer and evangelism.

1. The work of prayer:

He says: “Devote yourselves to prayer”. What does this mean? Two things. First, it means: Be busy/be engaged in prayer. If you want to do anything, don’t do what Charlie Brown does: worry! Do this instead: Be busy in prayer! Second, be devoted not just means be busy but also be determined, be persistent, be persevering. Don’t give up after you’ve prayed it a few times, few years. 4:12-13 says that Paul and his team are wrestling in prayer. Paul considers the work of the gospel and prayer go hand in hand. And it is hard work. Not just something Paul does because he is an apostle, a special Christian. He wants all Christians to pray. But busily and persistently pray about? The next two words help us. [4:2-3]

a. Watchful … about what?

“Being watchful” or wakeful. Paul is saying be “spiritually alert”! But be watchful, wakeful or alert about what? Looking at two passages help. Matthew 24:42 and 1 Thessalonians 5:1-2 and 6-7. Lesson? When the New Testament speaks about watchfulness or wakefulness, it has to do with Jesus as Christ and specifically, Jesus’ second coming. Be spiritually alert in the light of Jesus’ second coming. In Colossians 3:4, Paul says our lives are hidden in Christ and will one day be revealed in glory. Our lives may not seem glorious or spectacular or spiritual now as we battle sinful nature, as we live out relationships. But be watchful, be wakeful, be alert of the reality that Jesus is God’s Christ/King. And he is coming in glory. So Paul is saying, keep praying and looking out for things that dull my belief in Christ, his kingship and his coming. That blunts my trust in Christ.

Illustration: I was at this Christian retreat in Switzerland, L’bri. Met this woman. They were Christians. They went to study in UK in the 1950s. You know university is like. The intellectual climate then? Post World War II. New ideas of communism, of socialism, of a better society. Opened a whole new world with such different world views and different solutions. Drifted, stopped going to church, reading Bible, stopped believing. Better and more exciting things to do. So she devoted, busied and persisted in these new beliefs and activities. Now here she was searching in Switzerland – the new ideas and gurus had come and gone. She was retired. Where have all the years gone? What has all her busyness amounted to? She had honesty to realise it was coming to nothing and she had come back to search for Christ again. Lesson: What about us? What’s dulling our belief in Jesus and expectation of the end? What’s affecting your watchfulness? It could be intellectual pursuits, new ideas, new gurus. It could be a new person, a new interest, new venture, new hopes, fresh adrenaline.

b. Thankful … for what?

In the same breath, Paul not just calls us to pray and be watchful but be thankful. And we ask thankful for what? We see it in Colossians 1:3. Paul thanks God for their faith in Christ, love for saints, and hope in heaven. 1:12 – Paul teaches them to be thankful that God has qualified them to be in his kingdom. 2:7 – Paul tells them to be thankful for Christ. In short, be thankful for what God has done in giving us Jesus. This is absolute thankfulness for absolute things. Most of us are only relatively thankful. That does not mean we are thankful only in comparison with relatives. But we are thankful relative to who and what around me. We are not thankful for eyes until we see a blind man, we are not thankful for stumpy legs until we meet someone with no legs. But Paul wants us to be thankful for the relationship we have with God and what matters to God: our reconciliation, our holiness in life, our unity/peace in relationship matters.

What are you thankful for? We are never really thankful because we have not realized what a rebel I am and what it means to live in rebellion against God. How deprived and depraved we are without God. I didn’t realize God’s wrath was upon my life and how much I hate God in my life. When we realize: “I was capable of thinking, saying and doing that!”

What’s at the heart of the Christian life? Paul says prayer, watchfulness and thankfulness. They come with the package of following Jesus. Adding “Christian” must add watchfulness and thankfulness to our lives. If we are not watchful of the glorious End and thankful for Christ, we must question whether our lives are centred on Jesus. The world rejects Jesus and is not watchful that Christ will come. The world is not thankful for God and his Christ. And that is why and what we must pray.

2. All Christians should pray for:

The content of the prayer of all Christians beginning with those in Colossae is that God will open doors for his messengers to preach about Jesus. Paul is an apostle. He says in 1:28 that his work is to proclaim, declare, preach. That is a slight difference between Paul’s role and that of the Colossian Christians. Paul's role is to proclaim. To make opportunities to teach about Jesus. The Colossians were engaged in the same enterprise/company/business but their role was different. It was to act wisely and speak graciously with neighbours. One writer puts it this way: If Paul’s role was to make opportunities, then their role was to take opportunities. Dick Lucas put it this way: There will be some who are engaged in confrontational evangelism. It is not a big distinction but helpful. Because not everybody should stand up and be an evangelist like Paul. But we are responsible for responsive evangelism: acting wisely, speaking graciously and making the most of opportunities.

a. Open doors

So we should pray for those engaged like Paul as proclaimers/evangelists/preachers that they will have open doors. Effective evangelism – that people will respond like opening doors as God speaks to them. As Paul preaches, it is God who is working. Or God works in the activity of proclaiming or preaching or making known as seen here in Paul. So when people say: “The days of preaching are numbered. It is an outdated form of communication.” Not so. It is God’s way, beginning with Jesus, carried on by disciples. Christ is make known by the activity of preaching/proclaiming. 1 Corinthians 6:9 and 2 Corinthians 2:12.

b. Clarity

Secondly, we should pray that the evangelist proclaims Jesus and his message clearly. Not exciting, not emotional, not touching but transforming. Application: That is what we should do over Friendship Month. Pray for open doors, effective evangelism. Pray that I/Andrew/John will be clear. 

3. We should pray for all Christians to be:

a. Wise

In the context, don’t show/display false wisdom: spirituality. Show them by putting Christ first and above all, show by pure lives, show by transformed relationships.

b. Make the most of every opportunity

“Redeem” is a marketplace word. Snapping or buying up. Lack of time.

c. Full of grace

Both the message is grace and the method is grace. Seasoned with salt. Memorable conversations. How many conversations do you have in a day/week/month? Salt is not dull, insipid. What everybody is talking about, it's usually mundane, isn't it? BUT we need to make our conversation pungent, striking, shining, outstanding, memorable. Which means: responding with right words with the right person, to be sensitive.

Illustration 1: Once I got a card from Mona, who's now my wife. She said that she had met someone, had fallen deeply in love with him. My hopes were raised! I thought I could only be me, I read eagerly on to realise, she had fallen in love with JESUS! At the time I was shocked, amazed. Who is this Jesus? Why did it stir up such emotions in Mona, and it drew me in to want to know more about Jesus. This is a fine example of being distinctive in sharing about Jesus, about being piquant in describing our faith.

Illustration 2: And another example from my life is when I was on the plane. Those of you who know me know that I'm a lousy traveler. I'm stiff, feeling sick. Next to me was a man who asked me what I did, and when I told him, he had a 'violent' reaction. "What! I've been running away from God and I sit next to a PASTOR!" But in the end he listened as I shared the Gospel and as we parted ways in Tokyo, he said he would think about what I had said. What is at the heart of the Christian life? To pray to act wisely, to have gracious speech and to make the most of every opportunity!

4. The work of Gospel workers and relationships

a. Fellow workers

What do we learn from this section? Often we are tempted to turn away, it's not saying much. But if we consider ALL of the Bible to be God's word, it does demand our attention. We can see for example that Gospel ministry occurs as a team. It is not only Paul alone. Take the work here in ARPC. Consider the hard work and partnership which goes one between the CLOBS, LOBS who meet up for Wednesday nights. For the CLOBS who then meet at 7am on Friday mornings. Do you know what it means for them to meet at 7am? It means they have to wake up at 6am and travel to my place. What about the staff? Are they doing nothing? Consider the effort and planning which goes into each service, each children's church each weekend to know that it involves hard work. What about the elders and deacons, who devote time, energy and resources?

b. Support

Paul also names his fellow-workers one by one. There are those he commends and recommends. However, we can see that some do fall out. That is where the pain can be in ministry.

- For example, Mark. Acts 15:38. Deserted him. Now 12 years on – accepted him. 2 Tim 4:11. Very dear to me.”

- Then Demas, who is so strongly commended here in 2 Timothy 4:10 left him.

- It is most painful when you open your heart and home to endure this pain.

c. Single-mindedness

In the end, what is it all about? It’s all about Jesus. Paul’s life shows this. It's not about his imprisonment, but what we see in his letter, his teaching, warning, faith, encouragement. What was at the heart of his life, was that he fulfilled his ministry.

And for us, what is at the heart of the Christian life? To be prayerful, watchful, thankful! To pray for open doors for preachers, for us to act wisely, speak graciously, to redeem the time for Christ.
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